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SPECIAL SESSION 

EIGHTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1265 

S. P. 788 In Senate, October 21, 1940. 

Reported by Senator Sanborn of Cumberland from the Committee on 
Administrative Code, and 500 copies ordered printed. 

ROYDEN V. BROWN, 
Secretary of the Senate. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FORTY 

AN ACT to Create a Legislative Research Committee. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 2, additional. Chapter 2 of the revised statutes is hereby amend
ed by adding thereto the following numbered sections under a new subtitle 
to read as follows : 

"Legislative Research Committee 

Sec. 42-A. Legislative research committee; membership. There is here
by created a legislative research committee, which shall consist of 3 sen
ators to be appointed by the president of the senate and 7 representatives 
to be appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives. Such ap
pointments shall be made during each regular session of the legislature and 
shall, as far as possible, be so distributed as to make the committee repre
sentative of all sections of the state and of the relative party membership 
in each house. 

Sec. 42-B. Term of office; vacancies. Members of the committee shall 
hold office from the date of their appointment until the convening of the 
next succeeding regular session of the legislature following their appoint
ment. Any vacancy arising in the membership from the senate shall be 
filled by the president of the senate and any vacancy a.rising in the mem-
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bership from the house of representatives shall be filled by the si;eaker of 
the house of representatives. 

Sec. 42-C. Authority; studies. The committee shall have auth)rity: 

(a) To collect information concerning the government and general wel
fare of the state. 

(b) To examine the effects of constitutional provisions and p:·eviously 
enacted statutes and recommend amendments thereto. 

( c) To study the possibilities for consolidation in state government, for 
elimination of all unnecessary activities and of all duplication in office per
sonnel and equipment, and of the coordination of departmental ::.ctivities, 
and of methods of increasing efficiency and economy. 

(cl) To make factual reports on such examinations and stucli,:s to the 
legislature including therein such recommendations, in the form of bills or 
otherwise, as in its judgment may be advisable. 

Sec. 42-D. Meetings; quorum. The committee shall meet as often as 
may be necessary to perform its duties and, in any event, shall meet at least 
once in each quarter. Six members shall constitute a quorum and a ma
jority thereof shall have authority to act in any matter falling within the 
jurisdiction of the committee. 

Sec. 42-E. Testimony in investigations; fees and mileage of witnesses. 
In the discharge of any duty herein imposed the committee shall have the 
authority to administer oaths, issue subpoenas, compel the attendance of 
witnesses and the production of any papers, books, accounts, documents 
and testimony, and to cause the deposition of witnesses, either residing 
within or without the state, to be taken in the manner prescribed by law for 
taking depositions in civil actions in the superior court. In case of dis
obedience on the part of any person to comply with any subpoena issued in 
behalf of the committee, or on the refusal of any witness to testiiy to any 
matters regarding which he may be lawfully interrogated, it shall be the 
duty of the superior court of any county, or of the judge thereof, on ap
plication of a member of the committee, to compel obedience by proceed
ings for contempt, as in the case of disobedience of the requirem~nts of a 
subpoena issued from such court or a refusal to testify therein. Each wit
ness who appears before the committee by its order, other than- a Btate offi
cer or employee, shall receive for his attendance the fees and mileage pro
vided for witnesses in civil cases in courts of record, which shall be audited 
and paid upon the presentation of proper vouchers sworn to by imch wit
ness and approved .by the secreta1:y and chairman of the committee. 
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Sec. 42-F. Studies by state officials. Each officer, board, comm1ss10n 
or department of state government shall make such studies for the com
mittee as it may require and as can be made within the limits of its appro
priation. 

Sec. 42-G. Governor's message. The governor may from time to time 
send the committee messages containing his recommendations for legisla
tion and explaining the policy of the administration. 

Sec. 42-H. Employment of assistants and research agencies. The com
mittee may employ such assistants and engage the services of such research 
agencies as it may deem desirable and its appropriation permits. 

Sec. 42-I. Minutes and report; rights of members of legislature. The 
committee shall keep complete minutes of its meetings and shall make peri
odic reports to all members of the legislature, and keep said members fully 
informed of all matters which may come before the committee, the actions 
taken thereon, and the progress made in relation thereto. Any member of 
the legislature shall have the right to attend any of the sessions of the com
mittee, and may present his views on any subject which the committee may 
at any particular time be considering. 

Sec. 42-J. Recommendations to legislature. The reports of the commit
tee shall be made public at least thirty days prior to any regular session of 
the legislature at which the same are to be submitted and copies of said re
ports shall be mailed to the post-office address of each member of the in
coming legislature, to the governor and to the state library. 

Sec. 42-K. Compensation of members. The members of the committee 
shall be compensated for the time spent in attendance at meetings of the 
committee at the rate of five dollars per day and actual expenses incurred 
while attending said meeting. Provided, however, that no compensation 
shall be paid hereunder for attendance at any meeting of the committee held 
while the legislature is in session." 


