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EIGHTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1202 

S. P. 687 In Senate, April 18, 1939. 
Received pursuant to joint order. Read once and today assigned with­

out reference to a committee and 500 copies ordered printed. 

ROYDEN V. BROWN, Secretary. 

Presented by Senator Friend of Somerset. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
THIRTY-NINE 

AN ACT Providing for Joint Financial Participation between the State 
and Its Municipalities. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. Reapportionment of highway funds. For the purpose of as­
sisting the cities, towns and plantations of the state in conducting during 
the fiscal years ending June 30, 19--1-0. and June 30, 1941, a comprehensive 
program of construction and maintenance of highways, the state highway 
commission is hereby authorized and directed to apportion the sum of 
$800,000 out of general higlnn.y funds in each of said years to and among 
the se\·eral cities, towns and plantations. The amount to be paid to each 
city, town and plantation shall be such proportion of said $800,000 as the 
yaluation of said city, town or plantation. as fixed by the state tax assessor 
for said years, bears to the total Yaluation of said cities, towns and planta­
tions as so fixed by said state tax assessor for said years. Said sums so 
distributed to the cities, towns and plantations of the state shall be used by 
them under the direction of and subject to the approYal of the state high­
way commission in lieu of any smns appropriated by said cities, towns and 
plantations for higlnvay purposes. The nmnicipal officers of said cities, 
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towns and plantations are hereby authorized and empowered to use said 
funds for said purposes. 

Sec. 2. Old age assistance provided for. All applications for old age 
assistance under the provisions of section 3 of Title II of chapter ro5 of 
the private and special la\\'s of r937, as amended, shall be made to the 
municipal officers of the cities, tc,wns and plantations in which the applicant 
resides. Said applications shall he made on blanks furnished by the de­
partment of health and welfare ~.r:cl forwarded by said municipal officers to 
the department of health and welfare. For the fiscal years ending- June 30. 
H)40, and J unc 30, r94r, the Yarior s cities, towns and plantations in the state 
shall pay to the state 25% of t 1e total cost of old age assistance, ,vhich 
said 25% shall not in either of ~aicl fiscal years exceed the total sum of 
$800,000, said sums to he added 1 o and become a part of any other sums 
appropriated by the state for said purpose. The amount to he paid by 
each city, town or plantation shall be such proportion of said sum of 
$800.000 as the valuation of such city, town or plantation, as fixed by the 
state tax assessor for said yean, bears to the total valuation Jf all the 
cities, towns and pl::intations in the state as fixed by the state ta-;: assessor 
for said years. The state contro1ler not later than July r, H)39, and July r, 
r940, shall compute the annual axount clue from each city, town and plan­
tation and forward a statement cf said amount to the municipal ,Jfficers of 
said city, town and plantation. Beginning August 1, 1939, and on the rst 
day of each month thereafter, thE· cities, towns and plantations shall for­
ward to the treasurer of state 1/12 of the annual amount so found to be 
dnc from said city, town or planta1 ion. Any city, town or plantation which 
becomes three months in arrears in payments as aforesaid, shall he deemed 
delinquent. \Vhcnenr it appear:, that a city, town or plantatior is delin­
quent in making payment as aforesaid to the state, the amounts tn arrears 
shall be collected in the same manner and subject to the same penalty as 
delinquent state taxes. For the purpose of meeting the requirements of 
this section, the se,·eral cities, towns and plantations are authorized and 
empowered to appropriate such sun1s of money annually as may he required 
to meet the payments herein proy1c:ec1 for. In the event that any city. town 
or plantation shall not make appropriations for the purpose of meeting the 
payments required under this se:1ion for either of said fiscal years. the 
municipal officers of any such city, town or plantation arc autho::izecl and 
directed to transfer from any appropriation made by said city. town or plan­
tation the snm or sums sufficient to make the payments required by this 
section. 
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Sec. 3. Validity. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this act 
is held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of 
the remaining portions of this act. 




