
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



NEW DRAFT H. P. 1663-L. D. 854 

EIGHTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1070 

H. P. 2039 House of Representatives, March 23, 1939. 
Reported by Mr. Pike from Committee on Legal Affairs and laid on table 

to be printed under Joint Rules. 

HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
THIRTY-NINE 

AN ACT Providing for Licenses for Cinematograph, Moving Pictures and 
Operators. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 37, §§ 14, 15, 16, 17, amended. Sections 14, 15, 16, and 17, of 
chapter 37 of the revised statutes are hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 14. Cinematograph and moving-picture machine to be licensed; 
apparatus to be enclosed; provisions not to apply in certain cases. NO· 
cinematograph or similar apparatus, involving the use of a combustible 
film more than IO inches in length, shall be kept, used or exhibited in any 
building, place of public assemblage or place or building used for enter
tainment, whether such place or building has been licensed for public 
entertainment or not, unless a license or permit shall have been first ob
tained from the fl'l.Unieip&+ e~ ef oH,,e etff er ~ ffi ~ ~ 
~ffiatograp+t er ,s,tffit+ffi' ftfrl~tti'tffit5 *' ~+ er @Jctt:ibited, insurance com
missioner; said cinematograph or similar apparatus shall be placed in an 
enclosure or booth consisting of a steel frame covered with asbestos-wood 
or other fire resisting material approved by the insurance commissioner and 
constructed and located in accordance with the specifications hereinafter 
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provided, and the entrances, exits and fire escapes connected with such 
public building, place of public assemblage or place or building shall be 
erected in accordance with law; provided, that this section and the 4 fol
lowing sections shall not apply to any cinematograph or similar apparatus 
operated with only cellulose acetate films not more than I?'.4 inches in width 
and using only an enclosed incandescent lamp; provided also, that the 
manufacturer of such cinematograph or similar apparatus shall apply for 
and receive the approval of the in:,urance commissioner; and provided also, 
that no such cinematograph or similar apparatus shall be used where an 
admission fee is charged, except in social, fraternal, charitable, religious 
and educational organizations, where the machine so used is owned by said 
organization and used in the city or town where said organization is located, 
and the proceeds of such admission fees are to be devoted to the uses of said 
organization.' 

'Sec. 15. Application for license; enclosure and machine to be inspected; 
license fee; appeal. \Vhoever desir,~s to keep, exhibit or use any cinernato
graph or similar apparatus in any place or building described in section 14 
shall make application to the i'fHtl'l-!'etf'tH ofJaieeFs S£ ~ ~ ~ ;~ tit 
~ ~ ~ (oj,f' ,euildtt1~ +s located insurance commissioner for a 
license to keep, exhibit or use such. cinernatograph or similar apparatus 
-tReFein, and upon receipt of said ap)lication the ffittttieiptH t,#i-eeffi S£ 5-8:tEl 
€i4-y (oj,f' ~ insurance commissioner shall inspect or cause to be inspected 
the enclosure or housing provided for such cinematograph or similar ap·· 
paratus and shall also inspect or cause to be inspected any such cinemato-· 
graph or similar apparatus, and shall also inspect the entrances, exits and 
fire escapes. If, as a result of sud1 inspection #,ey ftr@ he is convinced 
that the specifications hereinafter provided are fully complied with, and 
such cinematograph or similar apparatus is found to be in a safe and 
suitable condition to be stored, exhibited or used, and that the entrances, 
exits and fire escapes of such public buildings, place of public assemblage, 
or place or building, are in accordance with law, #,ey he may issue a 
license to the person desiring to keep, use or exhibit such cinematograph 
or similar apparatus, which license shall state the name of the makers, 
trade name and number and the serial number of such cinematograph and 
the place in which it is to be kept, used or exhibited. J..f ~ t,J~~. 

&ft.er w-Ft#ett ttpplieatien ~ #reHT ~* ,a lieettse, uttreasor,ab~y ~u,s,e "* 
tteg.J.ee.f ~ g+:~ +-t, #te ttftJ±teafl-t :B:Y' gt¥tttg #reHT +e+r 4.ry~' ft~',@ '8:R-4 
e: 16*4 ~ 13,a-y ~ ~ ~g ~er<!tl#et: f'l'l-8:Y ft-rrJ:'l€'tH ~ ~ ~- e8ffl

ttt is sio ners ~ &ft.er tt ±,,~ S£ ~*' i'ft-1'-ttee, ~ g-t'8:fi"t #re tt-ee-lTS'e ffl' 

tt&t ,a,e ,t±,,-~y jttdge ren-s~a,J:rle. A fee for such license not exceeding $rn 
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shall be fixed by the HH!flieipiH effieeFs insurance commissioner. No license 
shall be granted under this section for any cinematograph or similar ap
paratus operated by oxyhydrogen gas, so-called, or by lime light.' 

'Sec. 16. No person to operate without a license; operator to be 18 
years of age, and thoroughly skilled. No person shall operate any cine
matograph or similar apparatus in any city or town until he has received 
a license or permit so to do from the ffl:ttfl:ieip,tl €r#i-eef'9 #;,~ insurance 
commissioner; no such license to operate a cinematograph or similar ap
paratus shall be granted to any person under 18 years of age, nor until 
the applicant shall have satisfied the ffittl'lieipiH effieeFs insurance commis
sioner that he is thoroughly skilled in the mechanical and electrical ap~ 
paratus or devices used in the operation of cinematograph or similar 
apparatus. Att ~p-l+etHtf ~F ~ ~Ttse ,s~ ~ #;,e '9ftffte rtg~ ef 
i!·f)t)eiH it8 i-9 fl~cl-e4 tfl- #te preeediRg seetioR. ~ lieense ~ eperate 
-s~ fflofl:otitttte +€tF €rfl-e ,y,e,,tt= i!#4 #te. A fee therefor of not more than $5 
shall be fixed by the R,1:tRiei13iH 6#i.~ insurance commissioner. 

'Sec. 17. Specifications of booth or enclosure; exits. The construction 
of the booth or enclosure for any such cinematograph or similar instru
ment must conform substantially to the following specifications: all booths, 
or enclosures, must be at least 7 feet high and the floor space to vary 
according to the number of machines used in said booth or enclosure. At 
least 48 square feet of floor space shall be provided for one machine and 24 
square feet for each additional machine. The material used in the con
struction of such booths or enclosures shall be steel or asbestos-wood 
sheets supported by a skeleton frame of structural steel; the asbestos-wood 
sides and tops shall not be less than 0 inch thick, and the floor space not 
less than Ys of an inch thick. Said structural steel frame shall be made of 
angles of tee shape not less than IJi inches by 10 inches by 3/16ths of an 
inch. The door of said booth or enclosure shall be made of asbestos-wood 
and iron and shall be so contrived that it shall be kept closed at all times. 
The booth shall also be provided with a ventilator pipe not less than 12 
inches in diameter leading to the outer air, or to a chimney, with an electric 
fan installed so as to create at all times when the machine or machines are 
in operation a forced draft through said ventilator for the purpose of 
carrying off all gases and smoke which may arise from accidental ignition 
of the film. Shutters made of 0 inch asbestos-wood shall be provided for 
closing the windows in the booth or enclosure which must be so contrived 
as to close automatically in case of accidental ignition of the film. The 
enclosure or housing provided for such cinematograph, moving-picture 
machine, or other similar apparatus, shall he located above the main floor 



4 LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. rn70 

of the hall, room, or building where such cinematograph, moving-picture 
machine, or similar apparatus is located. There shall be a sufficient num
ber of exits and fire-escapes leading into a street, lane, or passageway, with 
no obstruction to free exit. Nothing herein, however, shall preclude the 
use of any other fire resisting material approved by the fire insuranc:6l 
com.missioner.' 




