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HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
THIRTY-NINE

AN ACT Providing for Licenses for Cinematograph, Moving Pictures and
Operators.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

R. S, c. 37, §§ 14, 15, 16, 17, amended. Sections 14, 15, 16, and 17, of
chapter 37 of the revised statutes are hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 14. Cinematograph and moving-picture machine to be licensed;
apparatus to be enclosed; provisions not to apply in certain cases. No
cinematograph or similar apparatus, involving the use of a combustible
film more than 10 inches in length, shall be kept, used or exhibited in any
building, place of public assemblage or place or building used for enter-
tainment, whether such place or building has been licensed for public
entertainment or not, unless a license or permit shall have been first ob-
tained from the maunieipal officers of the eHy of town in which said
cinematopraph of stmiar apparatus 15 kept of exhibited insurance com-
missioner; said cinematograph or similar apparatus shall be placed in an
enclosure or booth consisting of a steel frame covered with asbestos-wood
or other fire resisting material approved by the insurance commissioner and
constructed and located in accordance with the specifications hereinafter
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provided, and the entrances, exits and fire escapes connected with such
public building, place of public assemblage or place or building shall be
erected in accordance with law; provided, that this section and the 4 fol-
lowing sections shall not apply to any cinematograph or similar apparatus
operated with only cellulose acetate films not more than 174 inches in width
and using only an enclosed incandescent lamp; provided also, that the
manufacturer of such cinematograph or similar apparatus shall apply for
and receive the approval of the insurance commissioner; and provided also,
that no such cinematograph or similar apparatus shall be used where an
admission fee is charged, except in social, fraternal, charitable, religious
and educational organizations, where the machine so used is owned by said
organization and used in the city or town where said organization is located,
and the proceeds of such admission fees are to be devoted to the uses of said
organization.’

‘Sec. 15. Application for license; enclosure and machine to be inspected;
license fee; appeal. Whoever desires to keep, exhibit or use any cinemato-
graph or similar apparatus in any place or building described in section 14
shall make application to the munieipat offcers of the ey of town in
swhiek sweh pleee of building is loested insurance commissioner for a
license to keep, exhibit or use such cinematograph or similar apparatus
therein, and upon receipt of said application the munteipal officers of said
erty: o towa insurance commissioner shall inspect or cause to be inspected
the enclosure or housing provided for such cinematograph or similar ap-
paratus and shall also inspect or cause to be inspected any such cinemato-
graph or similar apparatus, and shall also inspect the entrances, exits and
fire escapes. If, as a result of such inspection ey are he is convinced
that the specifications hereinafter provided are fully complied with, and
such cinematograph or similar apparatus is found to be in a safe and
suitable condition to be stored, exhibited or used, and that the entrances.
exits and fire escapes of such public buildings, place of public assemblage,
or place or building, are in accordance with law, ¢key he may issue a
license to the person desiring to keep, use or exhibit such cinematograph
or similar apparatus, which license shall state the name of the makers,
trade name and number and the serial number of such cinematograph and
the place in which it is to be kept, used or exhibited. ¥ swek eofficess,
efter written application to them for s license, unreasenably vefuse of
negleet to grant #, the applieant by giving them fen days netice and
& berd to pay ol cost arising therecafter may appeat to the county com-
misstoners whe after & hearing of tie parties, may grant the lecense or
net a5 thay judge reasenable. A fee for such license not exceeding $10
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shall be fixed by the sruntetpat offieers insurance commissioner. No license
shall be granted under this section for any cinematograph or similar ap-
paratus operated by oxyhydrogen gas, so-called, or by lime light.’

‘Sec. 16. No person to operate without a license; operator to be 18
years of age, and thoroughly skilled. No person shall operate any cine-
matograph or similar apparatus in any city or town until he has received
a license or permit so to do from the srunieipat officers thereof insurance
commissioner ; no such license to operate a cinematograph or similar ap-
paratus shall be granted to any person under 18 years of age, nor until
the applicant shall have satisfied the srunteipat officers insurance commis-
sioner that he is thoroughly skilled in the mechanical and electrical ap-
paratus or devices used in the operation of cinematograph or similar
apparatus. Aa spplieant for sueh license shall have the same right of
appest as is provided in Hhe preceding seetion. Sueh Leense to eperate
skall continue for ene year and the. A fee therefor of not more than $5
shall be fixed by the munteipal officers insurance commissioner.

‘Sec. 17. Specifications of booth or enclosure; exits. The construction
of the booth or enclosure for any such cinematograph or similar instru-
ment must conform substantially to the following specifications: all booths,
or enclosures, must be at least 7 feet high and the floor space to vary
according to the number of machines used in said booth or enclosure. At
least 48 square feet of floor space shall be provided {for one machine and 24
square feet for each additional machine. The material used in the con-
struction of such booths or enclosures shall be steel or ashestos-wood
sheets supported by a skeleton {rame of structural steel; the ashestos-wood
sides and tops shall not be less than 14 inch thick, and the floor space not
less than 3% of an inch thick. Said structural steel frame shall be made of
angles of tee shape not less than 114 inches by 15 inches by 3/16ths of an
inch. The door of said booth or enclosure shall be made of asbestos-wood
and iron and shall be so contrived that it shall be kept closed at all times.
The booth shall also be provided with a ventilator pipe not less than 12
inches in diameter leading to the outer air, or to a chimney, with an electric
fan installed so as to create at all times when the machine or machines are
in operation a forced draft through said ventilator for the purpose of
carrying off all gases and smoke which may arise from accidental ignition
of the film. Shutters made of 4 inch asbestos-wood shall be provided for
closing the windows in the booth or enclosure which must be so contrived
as to close automatically in case of accidental ignition of the film. The
enclosure or housing provided for such cinematograph, moving-picture
machine, or other similar apparatus, shall be located above the main floor
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of the hall, room, or building where such cinematograph, moving-picture
machine, or similar apparatus is located. There shall be a sufficient num-
ber of exits and fire-escapes leading into a street, lane, or passageway, with
no obstruction to free exit. Nothing herein, however, shall preclude the

use of any other fire resisting material approved by the fire insurance
commissioner.





