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EIGHTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 854 

H. P. 1663 Ilouse of RepresentatiYes, February 14, 1939. 
H.eferred to Committee on Legal Affairs. Sent up for concurrence and 

500 copies ordered printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

Presented hy Mr. Poulin of Rumford. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
THIRTY-NINE 

AN ACT Providing for Licenses for Cinematograph, Moving Pictures and 
Operators. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 37, §§ 14, 15, 16, amended. Sections 14, 1 S ancl 16 of chapter 37 
of the revised statutes are hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 14. Cinematograph and moving-picture machine to be licensed; 
apparatus to be enclosed; provisions not to apply in certain cases. No' 
cinematograph or similar apparatus. involving the use of a co,11hustible 
film more than IO inches in length, shall be kept. usecl or exhibited in any 
lmilcling. place of public assemblage or place or building used for enter­
tainment, whether such place or building has been licensed for public 
entertainment or not, unless a license or permit shall have been first oh­
tainccl from the rnttfrtCiJJa:l s,tffiE-ere ef .f~e Effy 0F ~w+t Ht w-!':-i-e~ !m+d 
€-ifreme:tegr-a,p~ 0F -s+mi-la:,, t,ppttHt4tt5 ts l<cep-!- oF ex~i-b+tced insurance com­
missioner who may adopt and enforce such reasonable rules and regula­
tions as he deems necessary and advisable; said cinematograph or similar 
apparatus shall he placed in an enclosure or booth consisting of a steel 
frame covered with asbestos-wood and constructed and located in accord­
ance with the specifications hereinafter provided. and the entrances. exits 
and fire escapes connected with such public building, place of public as-



2 LEGISLATIVE DOCU:\IE:\'T ,\Jo. 85--1-

semblage or place or building, shall be erected in accordance with law; 
provided, that this section and the 4 following sections shall not apply to 
any cinematograph or similar apparatus operated with only cellulose acetate 
films not more than I;~ inches in width ancl using only an enclosed in­
candescent lamp; provided also, that the manufacturer of such cinernato­
graph or similar apparatus shall apply for and receive the approval of the 
insurance commissioner; ancl provided also, that no such cinematograph 
or similar apparatus shall be used where an aclrnission fee is charged, except 
in social, fraternal, charitable. religious ancl educational organizations, 
where machine so used is owned hy said organization and used in the city 
or town where said organization is located, and the proceeds of such admis­
sion fees are to be devoted to the uses of said organization.' 

'Sec. 15. Application for license; enclosure and machine to be inspected; 
license fee; appeal. Whoever desires to keep, exhibit or use any cinernato­
graph or similar apparatus in any place or building described in section q 
shall make application to the rn-c1ttittptt·1 efl1€-ef'~ e.i: ~4e Etfy EtF 4Bwtt ,i.,,, 

"'o':'hi-€4 suc4 1~·li±ff eF butldi-f,.g +s- k+etttec-1 insurance commissioner for a 
license to keep. exhibit or use -mch cinernatograph or similar apparatus 
-l:4e·r-e1n, and upon receipt of said application the 1r1-1:H,-tt<tpit1 ef:fie-erci e.i: ·:¥.-ttd· 
-e,i4y era {B'M'tt insurance commissioner shall inspect or cause to be inspected 
the enclosure or housing provided for such cinematograph or similar ap­
paratus and shall also inspect or cause to be inspected any such cinemato­
graph or similar apparatus, and shall also inspect the entrances. exits and 
fire escapes. If, as a result of such inspection t4ey e,r-e he is corwincecl 
that the specifications hereinafter prcn·idecl are fully complied with, and 
such cinernatograph or similar apparatus is found to he in a safe and 
suitable condition to he stored, exhibited or used. and that the entrances, 
exits ancl fire escapes of such public buildings. place of public assemblage, 
or place or building, are in accordance with law, 4:4ey he may issue a 
license to the person desiring to keep, use or exhibit such cinematograph 
or similar apparatus, which lict,nse shall state the name of the makers, 
trade name and number an,l the serial number of such cinematograph and 
the place in which it is to be kept, used or exhibited. .J.+ 5-UE4 -affieeH,, 
fr#er, wri-He7"' fr])pl+eitt»ie-Hc te 4'4<'.rn .feF it J+'-"ett:,e, ttttFefrSilttJ:hly n~fus-e ·&r 

tteglee-'c ttt grH+rF t4', t*e irppl·i-eiH9-t by g+vtttg t*era ten cfoy5' ft&B-0e ·~Q 

fr bettd t<'t pa,y a:H H,s4- frF+si-f,.g 4l,-e1-en:14cr- ma,y &J)J~eJ;l ttt t4e eu,1ttl'y ·ffim­

HHSSIBfH1rs w.!c,.E> H·fter: ·a: 4ett-rtng ef .g,.e p..tr~es-. mny grnnF 4'4e l+E+'nse ·ar 
~'* tts t4cy j1c1dge r-e,a,,;etta,sle. .\ fee for such license not exceeding $ro 
shall he fixed by the ·nn1ftit-i·ptt:l effieeias insurance commissioner. No license 
shall be granted under this section for any cinernatograph or similar ap­
paratus operated hy oxhydrogen gas, so-called, or hy lime light.' 



LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 854 3 

'Sec. 16. No person to operate without a license; operator to be 18 
years of age, and thoroughly skilled. No person shall operate any cme­
matograph or similar apparatus in any city or town until he has received 
a license or permit so to do from the nrtt+.teJ'lftt efii~;, 4'±-i-er--eef insurance 
commissioner; no such license to operate a cinematograph or similar ap­
paratus shall he granted to any person uncler 18 years of age, nor until 
the applicant shall have satisfied the HH:Htt<ctptt-i efi.ieers insurance commis­
sioner that he is thoroughly skilled in the mechanical and electrical ap­
paratus or cleYices used in the operation of cinematograph or similar 
apparatus. Att ;ttJJ~·l-ie.ui-1: ·£e1, -S-rlt'±i- ·lt2€~ 5-Htt.l-J. 4tt¥e 4:4e 5trffie Hg4f e~ 
t1:pp€it:"1 ftfl te p;:.a,,,.j.def1 -i-tt -E*e 1~~-ttt~ 5e~. &l:1t4 ti-eett;,e .j;,.; e1~~ 
5fcft14 C6fl-{tttue 4er- -e y'€ftr &H-d f4@. A fee therefor of not more than $5 
shall be fixed by the -m-tttti-2-i-1+nl e#ieeFs insurance commissioner. 




