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EIGHTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document ] No. 797

S.P.373 In Senate, February 14, 1939.
Referred to Committee on Judiciary and sent down for concurrence.
500 copies ordered printed.
ROYDEN V. BROWN, Secretary.
Presented by Senator Hill of Cumberland,

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
THIRTY-NINE

AN ACT Relating to the Proof of an Official Record.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. Authentication of copy. An official record or an entry therein,
when admissible for any purpose, may be evidenced by an official publica-
tion thereof or by a copy attested by the officer having the legal custody of
the record, or by his deputy, and accompanied with a certificate that such
officer has the custody. If the office in which the record is kept is within
the United States or within a territory or insular possession subject to the
dominion of the United States, the certificate may be made by a judge of a
court of record of the district or political subdivision in which the record
is kept, authenticated by the seal of the court, or may be made by any pub-
lic officer having a seal of office and having official duties in the district
or political subdivision in which the record is kept, authenticated by the
seal of his office. If the office in which the record is kept is in a foreign
state or country, the certificate may be made by a secretary of embassy or
legation, consul general, consul, vice consul, or consular agent or by any
officer in the foreign service of the United States stationed in the foreign
state or country in which the record is kept, and authenticated by the seal
of his office.

Sec. 2. Proof of lack of record. A written statement signed by an
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officer having the custody of an official record or by his deputy that after
diligent search no record or entry of a specified tenor is found to exist in
the records of his office, accompanied by a certificate as above provided, is
admissible as evidence that the records of his office contain no such record
or entry.

Sec. 3. Other proof. This statute shall not prevent the proof of official
records or of entry or lack of entry therein by any method authorized by
any applicable statute, or by the rules of evidence at common law.



