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-
EIGHTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 744 

H. P. 1689 House of Representatives, February 14, 1939. 
Referred to Committee on Motor Vehicles and sent up for concurrence. 

500 copies ordered printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

Presented by Mr. Marshall of Auburn. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
THIRTY-NINE 

AN ACT Regulating the Operation of Motor Vehicles. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows : 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 29, § 5, amended. Section S of chapter 29 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows : 

'Sec. 5. Vehicles shall keep to the right boundary of way. A person in 
control of any vehicle moving slowly along a way shall keep said vehicle 
as closely as practicable to the right-hand boundary of the way, allowing 
more swiftly moving vehicles reasonably free passage to the left. Any per­
son operating a motor vehicle shall not pass or attempt to pass any motor 
vehicle proceeding in the same direction between points on a highway where 
temporary warning signs are placed indicating that persons are working on 
said highway. 

Operators of motor vehicles approaching each other from opposite direc­
tions on the highway shall keep said motor vehicle to the right of the cen­
ter line of the highway. 

All motor vehicles shall be driven on the right-hand side of the highway 
at all times except on one-way streets or while passing other vehicles. 

No person shall walk in any highway where there are sidewalks or paths 
provided for the use of pedestrians, and on highways where no such side-
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walks or paths are provided, or are obstructed by snow or other obstruc­
tions pedestrians shall walk only on the extreme left side of the highway 
facing approaching traffic. 

The driver of any motor vehicl,e being driven toward the highway from 
an alley, driveway or garage shall bring such vehicle to a complete stop 
immediately prior to driving upon the sidewalk or path at the edge of said 
highway, or if no such sidewalk or path immediately prior to driving into 
said highway.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 29, § 7r, amend.ed. Section 7r of chapter 29 of the re­
vised statutes is hereby repealed and the following enacted in lieu thereof : 

'Sec. 7r. Overtaking vehicle not to pass another under certain condi­
tions. The driver of a motor vehicle shall not overtake and pass another 
vehicle proceeding in the same direction, upon the crest of a grade or upon 
a curve in the way, where the driver's view along the way is obstructed 
within a distance of 500 feet. The driver of a vehicle shall not overtake 
and pass any other vehicle proceeding in the same direction at any steam 
or electric railway grade crossing nor at any intersection of ways, unless 
permitted so to do by a traffic or police officer.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 29, § 73, amended. Section 73 of chapter 29 of the 
revised statutes is hereby repealed and the following enacted in lieu there­
of: 

'Sec. 73. Vehicles shall travel reasonable distance apart. The driver of 
a motor vehicle shall not follow ai11other vehicle more closely than is rea­
sonable and prudent, having due regard to speed, traffic, and the condition 
of the highway. The driver of any motor bus, motor truck, or other com­
mercial motor vehicle when traveling upon a way outside of a business or 
residence district, shall not follow another such vehicle within 300 feet, 
but this shall not be construed to prevent such motor vehicle overtaking and 
passing another.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 29, additional. Chapter 29 of the revised statutes is 
hereby amended by adding after section 79 thereof the following section 
to be numbered 79-A, to read as follows: 

'Sec. 79-A. Clinging to or hitching to moving vehicles. No person 
shall cling to or ride on the outside or rear end of any vehicle and no per­
son on a bicycle, roller skates, sled or similar device, shall hold fast to or 
hitch on to any moving vehicle.' 
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Sec. 5. R. S., c. 29, § 82, amended. Section 82 of chapter 29 of the re­
vised statutes is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the follow­
ing paragraph : 

'Every bicycle when in use at night shall show a light visible in both 
directions with a white light to the front and a red light to the rear and 
also shall be equipped with an audible signal device.' 

Sec. 6. R. S., c. 29, § 83, amended. Section 83 of chapter 29 of the re­
vised statutes is hereby amended to read .as follows: 

'Sec. 83. Every vehicle to display lights; dimmers; certain exceptions. 
Every vehicle, whether stationary or in motion, on any way or bridge shall 
have attached to it a light or lights so displayed as to be visible from the 
front and rear thereof during the period from 0 hour after sunset to 0 
hour before sunrise, and at all times during other hours of the day when 
the view on any highway is in any way obscured by fog, mist or rain; 
provided, however, that this section shall not apply to any vehicle which is 
designed to be propelled by hand, nor to any vehicle not in motion and 
parked or beside a curb in a place and under conditions where there is 
sufficient artificial light to make such vehicle clearly visible from a distance 
not less than roo feet in each direction. Every motor vehicle shall be 
equipped so that the lights on the front thereof can be dimmed and drivers 
of such motor vehicles shall dim such headlights when approaching an-I 
other motor vehicle coming in the opposite direction on said highway.' 


