
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



EIGHTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 631 

H. P. 1430 House of Representatives, February 9, 1939. 
Referred to Committee on Maine Publicity and sent up for concurrence. 

500 copies ordered printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

Presented by Mr. Dow of Kennebunkport. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
THIRTY-NINE 

AN ACT Relating to Holidays. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. S, § 81, amended. Section 81 of chapter 5 of the re­
vised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 81. Cities, towns and plantations to decorate graves of soldiers 
and sailors. Each and every city, town, and plantation by its town or 
plantation officers, is hereby required to decorate the graves of veterans 
(soldiers and sailors) with an American flag and such other floral decora­
tions as in the opinion of said town, city, or plantation officers shall be 
deemed advisable, on Decoration Day, Mtty thiFtietR ~ ~ y-e&F the last 
Monday of May in each year. Each and every said city, town, and planta­
tion is hereby empowered to raise by taxation a sufficient amount of money 
to pay for said American flags and other floral decorations above men­
tioned.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 19, § 127, amended. Section 127 of chapter 19 of the 
revised statutes, as amended by section I of chapter 136 of the public laws 
of 1935, is hereby further amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 127. School holidays. The following days shall be observed as 
school holidays, namely: Patriot's day, At,ffi ~ third Monday in April; 
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Memorial day, Mtty ~ last Monday in May; Independence day, :f-ttl,y tj: 

first Monday in July; Labor day, 1st Monday in September, Armistice day, 
'Nw, effiBff H-t second Monday in November; Christmas day, December 25; 
Thanksgiving and Arbor day, as appointed by the governor and council: 
provided, however, that Arbor day shall not be recognized as a school holi­
day unless observed by teacher and pupils for the purpose for which it is 
designated by the governor and council; and provided, further, that Lincoln 
day shall be observed by devoting some part of the day to the study of the 
life and character of Abraham Lincoln. All teachers of public schools in 
the state shall close their schools on the above named days and draw pay 
the same as if their schools had been in session. ¥.4,.eft i-HTJ' ett-e ef -Hre 
ftf)ffl'e fl-&lR-e.t ~Ei-a-ys- .f&l.±s- ett- ,a, ~y-, -Hre ~y ~~ ~ 
.J-,e eb~ ft9 -s, ~ ~-i-El-a-y, ~ -aJ+ -Hre 13rt¥+te-g~ fl:M1tytttg 4'e i-H't:'f 
e-f -Hre 6-ii"j'S" tH'>e¥e flo-8,ffiea. In addition to the foregoing, New Year's clay, 
January I; Washington's birthday, Ji:~bftHi'i'-)" ~ fourth Monday in Febru­
ary; Columbus clay, G-e~ber ·I-r second Monday in October, shall, upon 
vote of the superintending school committee of any town, be observed b:v 
teachers and pupils of the public schools of said town by an exercise appro­
priate thereto, such exercise to be held during such part of the school 
session as the teacher of each school may designate. The exercises so held 
shall aim to impress on the minds of the youth the important lessons of 
character and g-oocl citizenship to be learned from the ]iycs of American 
leaders and heroes and from a contemplation of their own duties and obli­
gations to the community, state, and nation of which they constitute a part. 
In the absence of any vote of the superintending school committee said 
clays shall be observed as legal school holidays with the closing of schools.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 57, § 97, amended. Section 97 of chapter 57 of the 
revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows : 

'Sec. 97. Bank holidays. Any day of public thanksgiving, appointed 
by the governor and council or by the president of the United States, the 
1st day of January, the hventy-~;ette, 4ry- 64 FebntaFy fourth Monday in 
February, the nineteenth 4ey 64 Af)Ftt third Monday of April, the taiFtieth 
4tj- 64 Mtty last Monday of May, '~ ~ 4ry- 64 ftt·J.y the first Monday 
of July, the ISt Monday of September, Armistice Day, Ne¥€RrBff *~ 
the second Monday of November, and the 25th day of December are hereby 
declared to be bank holidays. If a bank holiday falls on Sunday, the fol­
lowing Monday shall be deemed a bank holiday for the purposes of this 
chapter.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 9I, § 77, amended. Section 77 of chapter 91 of the re-
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vised statutes as amended by section 2 of chapter 136 of the public laws of 
1935, is hereby further amended to read as follows : 

'Sec. 77. Legal holidays. No court shall be held on Sunday, or any day 
designated for the annual thanksgiving, or for the choice of presidential 
electors, New Year's day, January 1st, Washington's birthday, .:i;;:.ebR:Hl,f'Y' 
2':!+r4, 4th Monday in February, the *J,H,, Eley~~ 3rd Monday in April, 
the 3e#, Eley ~ Mity last Monday in May, the ~ ~ ~ :f-+tl·y first Monday 
in July, the Ist Monday of September, the day of the state election, 
Armistice day, ~eveffiber +Hfi- 2nd Monday in November, or on Christ­
mas clay; and when the time fixed for a term of court falls on either of 
said days, it shall stand adjourned until the next clay which shall be deemed 
the rst day of the term for ail purposes. The public offices in county build­
ings may be closed to business on the above named holidays. ~ e:+ry 
e+re ~ -Hte w~ ftfrffie4 helidayt, ~ e+r &iffiEl-a-y, -Hte M~ ~­
tttg -shtH-t -s~ el3~4 tt-5 ft ~ey, wt-Ht -EH+ -Hte ~~ ftf}]'>±yffig' -t:e 

ftiTY ~ -Hte ~ ~ ~- If New Year's day or Christmas day falls 
on Sunday, the Monday following shall be observed as a holiday.' 

Sec. 5. R. S., c. 95, § 87, amended. Section 87 of chapteri 95 of the 
revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 87. Exemption from arrest on certain holidays. No person shall 
be arrested in a ciYil action, on mesne process, or execution, or on a war­
rant for taxes, on the day of annual thanksgiving, the i'Tffieteent!-i -Ela:y ef 
,•~fl'FH third Monday of April, the ~#t cl-a-y ef Mn:v last Monday of 
May, the .f~ 4±,· ef. :Jttty' first Monday of July, the rst Monday of Sep­
tember, Armistice Day, +lffi¥-t'"ffi·l3er €-1-e~ second Monday of November, 
or Chistmas; and on the day of any military training, inspection, review or 
election, no officer or soldier required by law to attend the same, shall be 
arrested on any such processes.' 


