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EIGHTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 158 

H. P. 504 House of Representatives, January 26, 1939. 
Referred to Committee on Legal Affairs. Sent up for concurrence and 

500 copies ordered printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

Presented by Mr. Barter of Stonington. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
THIRTY-NINE 

AN ACT Amending the Acts Relating to the Deer Isle-Sedgwick Bridge 
District. 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, the Deer Isle-Sedgwick bridge so called, 
is nearing completion and will be in operation shortly after the adjourn­
ment of the legislature, and 

Whereas, proper provision for its maintenance, upkeep, repair and opera­
tion, ancl for the collection of tolls, must be made prior to the opening of 
said bridge to traffic, and 

Whereas, in order that changes may be made prior to the opening of 
said bridge, it is necessary that this act become immediately effective, and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the legislature these facts create an emer­
gency within the meaning of section 16 or Article XXXI of the constitu­
tion of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately neces­
sary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, 
therefore 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. P. & S. L., 1935, c. 88, § 3, amended. Section 3 of chapter 88 
of the private and special laws of r935 is hereby amended as follows: 
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'Sec. 3. Board of trustees; their duties. All of the affairs of said 
bridge district shall be managed by a board of trustees composed of 6 
members, all of whom shall be chosen at town meetings held within 6o 
days after this act takes effect, as follows: 2 shall he chosen by the town 
of Sedgwick, 2 by the town of Deer l[sle, and 2 by the town of Stonington. 
Said trustees shall choose a president and a treasurer and such other 
officers and agents as they may deem necessary for the proper management 
of the affairs of the district, and may establish a code of by-laws and all 
necessary rules and regulations for the proper conduct of the affairs of 
said district. \,\Thenever a vacancy shall for any reason occur in the board 
of trustees the same shall be filled at the next annual meeting of said town 
in whose membership such vacancy exists. A majority of said trustees 
chosen shall have full power to act notwithstanding the failure or neglect 
of any town or towns to choose its members, or notwithstanding any 
'vacancy in said board of trustees, however otherwise caused, and the joint 
board, consisting of the county commissioners, the state highway commis­
sioners and the trustees shall thoroughly inform themselves as to the 
present and future requirements of the bridge; shall have authority to 
appoint and employ engineers; assistants, agents or other employees as 
they deem necessary and to make and let contract or contracts for the con­
struction of said bridge and the approaches and to do any acts necessary for 
the construction of said bridge ; and ~ +!+e €effifJ+e4,ttttt ~ ~ -~g-e 
-a-tt4 ~ tlfJfJf'~ ftftEi clttt'tft~ e8tt:*FttetioH, tf fteeeooaF-y, +!+e tn19tee ~ 
e-m fl~ ,a 4ffl.w te-HEi-er, ~+ ke-epe-F, ffl' 5tl-ffi ~ ~f'!ffl'ft ffl' fJe¥5-8ft5 tl-9 

ffi&y -0e fte-eess-a¥y- f-er 4e i:tf7l~, maintettaflee, ~J3fti-¥ -aft4 opeFatiofl ~ 
5il:t4 bf'ffl.ge. +i'tej" ~ ,al,s.e ffie* ,a{-te-r -afta l'Htt-ftfl:g-e s..t:t4 ·1*i-4g-e -a-tt4 ~ 
n-fte-F -aft4 ~ ettil:f'~ e~ 4e ·Fri,~~, ~-eef>, ¥€~fl-at¥ -aft4 ef)en1tiofl 
~ Sitte- bf't4ge -a-tte- ·r-r-1-ay -aff·a,-tt-g-e te1• ~ ~'*1'1- -ttti+i:4-i-es v, iotting te i:t5e 

4e s-ame. Ne 6fte ~ 4e ~es s~,--a++ re-eet¥e -aft)" €€•ffifJ€fl9atioft fflf' ffi5 
~t-ee-9 ·Bi:tt 5fttl,H be ¥e-iRiffl:i-ff,e6- ie-r ffi-9 d-i'9bi:t¥5€-mi~ -aft4 e*fJ~. 
after the completion of said bridge and its approaches or when the bridge 
is opened to traffic the state highway commission shall have charge of 
the maintenance, upkeep, repair and operation of said bridge, and may 
arrange for rents for utilities wishing to use the same. The commission 
shall employ a toll-keeper and such other persons as may be necessary 
for the upkeep, maintenance, repair and operation of the bridge. No one 
of the trustees shall receive any compensation for his services but shall be 
reimbursed for his disbursements and expenses. Any disbursements and 
expenses of the trustees after completion of the bridge shall be subject to 
approval of the state highway commission.' 



LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 158 3 

Sec. 2. P. & S. L., 1935, c. 88, § 6, amended. Section 6 of chapter 88 
of the private and special laws of 1935 is hereby amended by adding at the 
end thereof the following: 

'Any such lease made prior to the completion of the bridge shall be 
approved by the state highway commission, and said commission may 
thereafter lease for a period not exceeding 30 years rights to telephone, 
telegraph and water companies and to other utilities to use such bridge.' 

Sec. 3. P. & S. L., 1935, c. 88, § 8, amended. Section 8 of chapter 88 
of the private and special laws of 1935 is hereby amended as fullows: 

'Sec. 8. Toll bridge; rate; care; and use of funds. Said bridge, when 
constructed, shall be operated as a toll bridge until all the bonds issued 
by the bridge district as herein provided for, and by the state under the 
authority of section 21 of Article IX of the constitution, shall be retired. 
It shall thereupon become a free bridge, the property of the state of Maine, 
to be maintained by the state.' 

Sec. 4. P. & S. L., 1935, c. 88, § 9, amended. Section 9 of chapter 88 
of the private and special laws of 1935 is hereby repealed and the following 
is enacted in place thereof : 

'Sec. 9. Operating fund. The state highway comm1ss1on shall charge 
and collect such tolls for the use and crossing of said bridge by vehicles 
and other traffic, with the exception of pedestrians for whose passage no 
toll shall be charged, as may from time to time be determined and ordered 
by the public utilities commission. The public utilities commission is 
hereby authorized and directed to establish and promulgate the tolls to be 
charged and collected for the use and crossing of said bridge by vehicles 
and other traffic, with the exception of pedestrians for whose passage no 
toll shall be charged, having rega:t'd to the value of the service rendered, 
and the requirements for upkeep, maintenance, repairs and operation of the 
bridge and the providing for the payment of interest on and retirement of 
the bonds provided for. Said commission may from time to time establish 
and promulgate new tolls and may provide for the issue of trip or commu­
tation tickets at less than the regular tolls good for a definite number of 
passages across said bridge within a specified time. All money collected 
as tolls shall be regularly deposited by the state highway commission in 
some bank or trust company designated therefor by the treasurer of state, 
and on the first secular day of each month the balance so on deposit shall 
be transmitted by them to the treasurer of state. All rentals shall be paid 
direct to the treasurer of state. The treasurer of state shall hold all money 
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received in a separate fund, designated as the operating fund. From the 
fund so received the treasurer of state on warrants signed by said state 
highway commission and approved by the governor and council and by 
the state controller shall pay all bills for the maintenance, upkeep, repairs 
and operation of said bridge, shall pay the interest on state bonds issued 
under the authority of section 21 of Article IX of the constitution as they 
come due, if any are issued, the :retirement and payment of said bonds, if 
any are issued, and shall pay the bridge district such sums as may be 
necessary for interest and retirement of bridge district bonds as provided 
in the fol!owing paragraph. 

From time to time the trustees shall determine the amount of money 
required for the interest due and retirement of matured bonds issued by 
the bridge district under the provisions of section 7, and shall certify the 
same to the treasurer of state, with a statement of funds on hand for this 
purpose, and the treasurer of state shall pay to the ·bridge district from the 
operating fund the balance required. If the balance in the operating fund 
is not sufficient, then the treasurer of state is empowered to issue bonds 
as authorized by sction 21 of Article IX of the constitution, in such form 
and in such amounts, not exceeding the total set forth in said section 21 of 
Article IX of the constitution, as the governor and council may determine, 
and to apply the proceeds of such bond issues to the operating fund.' 

Sec. 5. P. & S. L., 1935, c. 88, § IO, amended. Section ro of chapter 88 
of the private and special laws of 1935 is hereby c.mended to read as fol­
lows: 

'Sec. IO. Provisions for termination of the board of trustees and the 
bridge district. At such time as the bridge and its approaches shall be 
completed and all of the obligations of the district as to principal and 
interest charges shall be paid and retired, ~ f:li~ ~ ~ 4e floe 
€,f)ff-a+e-4 -s,s ft ~+ f:lH~ n-tttt ~. thereupfflr, -B-e ft fr.ee ffl'tElg,e, ,t.he 

f)'.ffitlet'+-Y- ;;.f ,t.he 5~ ef ~,e, 4e -se m.aitttai:~ ey ,t.he ~. ftfta 
the trustees shall be discharged and the bridge district terminated.' 

Sec. 6. Emergency clause. In view of the emergency set forth in the 
preamble hereof, this act shall take effect when approved. 


