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EIGHTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 747

H. P. 1620 House of Representatives, February 18, 1937.
Received pursuant to joint order. Referred to Committee on Judiciary.
Sent up for concurrence and 500 copies ordered printed.
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk.

Presented by Mr. Philbrick of Cape Elizabeth.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
THIRTY-SEVEN

AN ACT Relating to Composite Reports as Evidence.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. Reports admissible. A written report or finding of facts pre-
pared by an expert not being a party to the cause, nor an employe of a par-
ty, except for the purpose of making such report or finding, nor financially
interested in the result of the controversy, and containing the conclusions
resulting wholly or partly from written information furnished by the coop-
eration of several persons acting for a common purpose, shall, insofar as
the same may be relevant, be admissible when testified to by any person,
or 1 of the persons, making such report or finding without calling as
witnesses the persons furnishing the information, and without producing
the books or other writings on which the report or finding is based, if,
in the opinion of the court, no substantial injustice will be done the oppo-
site party.

Sec. 2. Calling other persons. Any person who has furnished informa-
tion on which such report or find 1s based may be cross-examined by the
adverse party, but the fact that his testimony is not obtainable shall not
render the report or finding inadmissible, unless the trial court finds that
substantial injustice would be done to the adverse party by its admission.
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Sec. 3. Notice of intention. Such report or finding shall not be admis-
sible unless the party offering it shall have given notice to the adverse
party a reasonable time before trial of his intention to offer it, together
with a copy of the report or finding, or so much thereof as may relate to
the controversy, and shall also have afforded him a reasonable opportunity
to inspect and copy any records or other documents in the offering party’s
possession or control, on which the report or finding was based, and also
the names of all persons furnishing facts upon which the report or finding
was based, except that it may be admitted if the trial court finds that no
substantial injustice would result from the failure to give such notice.

Sec. 4. Uniformity of interpretation. This act shall be so interpreted
and construed as to effectuate its general purpose to make uniform the law
of those states which enact it.

Sec. 5. Short title. This act may be cited as the Uniform Composite
Reports as Evidence Act.

Sec. 6. Repeal. All acts or parts of acts which are inconsistent with
the provisions of this act are hereby repealed.



