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EIGHTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 735 

S. P. 397 In Senate, February 18, 1937. 
Referred to Committee on Legal Affairs. Sent down for concurrence 

ancl 500 copies ordered printed. 
ROYDEN V. BROWN, Secretary. 

Presented by Senator Walsh of Androscoggin. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
THIRTY-SEVEN 

AN ACT Relating to the Police Department of the City of Lewiston. 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, a special election would incur addi
tional expense to the city of Lewiston; and 

·whereas, it is necessary that the city put in practice every possible means 
of economy; and 

·whereas, if this act is not passed immediately it will unnecessarily in
crease the financial burden of the city by making necessary the expense of 
a special election ; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the legislature these facts create an emer
gency within the meaning of section 16 of Article XXXI of the constitu
tion of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately neces
sary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety, now, there

fore 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. P. & S. L., 1917, c. 37, § 1, amended. Section 1 of chapter 37 
of the private and special laws of 1917 is hereby amended to read as 

follows: 
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'Sec. I. Board of police commissioners created. The police depart
ment of the city of Lewiston shall consist of a board of police commis
sioners of ~ 5 members, all of whom shall be legal voters and residents 
of the city of Lewiston, a chief of police, and 31 patrolmen, 2 of whom shall 
be designated as captains, and a police matron; subject, however, to the 
provisions of section 20.' 

Sec. 2. P. & S. L., 1917, c. 37, § 2, amended. Section 2 of chapter 37 
of the private and special laws of 1917 is hereby repealed and the follow
ing enacted in place thereof : 

'Sec. 2. Appointments; terms. The mayor of the city of Lewiston, 
without confirmation of the board of aldermen, shall appoint the members 
aforesaid in the month of April of 1937, as follows: 1 for a term of 5 
years, 1 for a term of 4 years, 1 for a term of 3 years, 1 for a term of 2 

years, and I for a term of I year. Thereafter, an appointment of a member 
shall be made annually in the month of April for a term of 5 years. The 
term of office of each member shall begin on the May 1st immediately fol
lowing his appointment. Vacancies occurring during any term shall be 
filled by appointment for the unexpired term. If the mayor neglects or 
refuses to fill such vacancy within 30 days, the remaining members of the 
board shall make the appointment. Not more than 3 members of the board 
shall be registered in the same political party at the time of appointment. 
No member of the board shall hold any other municipal office, either 
elective or appointive while serving as a member of such board. Any 
member of the board of police commissioners may be removed for cause. 
Proceedings for this removal shall be brought on a petition or application 
of not less than 10 taxable inhabitants of the city of Lewiston, briefly 
setting forth the cause of the comp:taint and it shall be heard by the justice 
of the supreme judicial or superior court, before whom such a petition shall 
be returnable and whose decision upon the question of removal shall be 
final.' 

Sec. 3. Effective date of act. This act shall take effect only on its 
acceptance by the voters of the city of Lewiston in the manner hereinafter 
provided for, except in that the holding of such election is hereby author
ized. 

Sec. 4. Submission to voters. This act shall be submitted for approval 
or rejection to the qualified 'voters of the city of Lewiston at an election 
to be held the rst Monday in March, 1937, and warrants shall he issued 
for such election in the manner now provided by law for the holding- of 
municipal elections, notifying and warning the qualified voters of said 
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city to meet in the several ward rooms of said city, there to cast their 
ballots concerning the acceptance of this act for the city of Lewiston. The 
vote shall be taken by ballot at said election in answer to the question: 
"Shall an act passed by the legislature in the year 1937 entitled 'An Act 
Relating to the Police Department of the City of Lewiston' be accepted?" 
which question shall be printed on the official ballots and at said election 
the voters of said city in favor of accepting this act shall vote "Yes" and 
those opposed shall vote "No". 

Otherwise said ballot shall be in the form provided by law when a con
stitutional amendment is submitted to the vote of the people. The pro
visions of law relating to the preparation of voting lists for municipal elec
tions shall apply to such election and said election shall in all other re
spects be conducted and the results thereof shall be determined in the 
manner now provided by law for the determination of the election of 
mayor. If a majority of the valid ballots cast as aforesaid shall favor 
accepting the same, then this act shall forthwith take effect as herein pro
vided; otherwise, it shall become null and void. 

Emergency clause. Tn view of the emergency created as recited in the 
preamble this act shall take effect when approVd. 


