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EIGHTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 478 

H. P. 1284 House of Representatives, February rr, 1937. 
Referred to Committee on Judiciary. Sent up for concurrence and 500 

copies ordered printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

Presented by Mr. Bird of Rockland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
THIRTY-SEVEN 

RESOLVE, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution Increasing the 
Limit of Municipal Indebtedness. 

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of the legislature 
concurring, that the following amendment to the constitution of this state 
be proposed. 

Article XXII of the constitution relating to increasing the limit of mu­
nicipal indebtedness amended. Article XXII of the constitution as amended 
by article XXXIV is hereby further amended to read as follows: 

'Municipal indebtedness limited. No city or town having less than~ 
eight thousand inhabitants, according to the last census taken by the United 
States, shall hereafter create any debt or liability, which single or in the 
aggregate, with previous debts or liabilities shall exceed 5% of the last 
regular vah1ation of said city or town: t~ €~ ~ffig' ff ·i:;etiulatiefl- ef 
~ t~,euss:fl-El- er tttere, ~ffig' te tee itrSt ~ tft~ f)'j'" tee ~4 
Sttt-i-e~, ~ ffea-4e ff -El-e-st er MB~ ~ 5tttgate er ffi tee ~. 
~ fJre¥+e1±9 €leBt-s er +i,a,13t-l~, ,sfrn+l, eEt-1±n:+ ~fl- n:fl-8- efl-e ~ ·fl~ 
ef t-1,,.e ,h'J.4 ~-,u= ¥n:l~ ef 5n:ffl et-ty, ~ et-tte5 ef ~y th01:1sar,e, 
~f'tn:H+s·, er e¥er, i'r!-ft)", ft)'" ff ffiajert-ty ¥efe ef th-etr et-ty ,ge¥ffRffieHt, 

tttei"e,a,s,e #,,e ,i:;-i=e-s-efl4. r,a,l;e ef ·f-i....e 'Jc)ff ee.1h1:m. f}J' 8-fte ~ ef efl-e ·13~t, 
ifl- ftfl-}" eH-e ffitlfttHJ3n:l Jei'H', -1:lfi'ttt, ffi fl-et ~ ~ -t-eft ~. tee fl'liHttffittffi 
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~ ~ ~n, ftTTEl €H'Te ~4 j')~-en,t tei ~eEl, ~ itfl-J" aey ~g ~ 
~ 4fi.e ffi~ ffi tttty ~ ffls:Ht~n:J. :YetH= ~ t~e HT~ w ~ 
~ t.. ~t ftfH'!. ft6 tneFease €fti'T e-e flttl:(·1-e ~ ~ n,~ y-e.tf' tt5 provtded 
itb~, and no city or town having more than 8000 inhabitants shall here­
after create any debt or liability which single or in the aggregate with 
previous debts or liabilities shall exceed 7% % of the last regular valuation 
of said city or town; and the amount of tax deeds held by any city or town 
may be deducted from the gross debts or liabilities of such city or town be­
fore the constitutional debt limitation herein provided shall apply, and pro­
vided further, t~ the adoption of this article shall not be construed as 
applying to any fund received in trust by said city or town. Nor to any 
loan for the purpose of renewing existing loans, or for war or to temporary 
loans to be paid out of the money raised by taxes during the year in which 
they were made.' 

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Re­
solved: That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the asses­
sors of the several plantations of this state, are hereby empowered and 
directed to notify the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plan­
tations to meet in the manner prescribed by law for calling and holding 
biennial meetings of said inhabitants for the election of senators and rep­
resentatives, at the next general or special state-wide election, to give in 
their votes upon the amendment proposed in the foregoing resolution, and 
the question shall be: "Shall the constitution be amended as proposed by 
a resolution of the legislature to increase the limit of municipal indebted­
ness?" And the inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote 
by ballot on said question, those in favor of the amendment voting "Yes" 
upon their ballots and those opposed to the amendment voting "No" upon 
their ballots, and the ballots shall be received, counted and declared in open 
ward, town and plantation meetings and returns made to the office of the 
secretary of state in the same manner as votes for governor and members 
of the legislature, and the governor and council shall count the same, and if 
it shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants voting on the question are 
in favor of the amendment, the governor shall forthwith make known the 
fact by his proclamation, and the amendment shall thereupon as of the 
date of said proclamation become a part of the constitution. 

Secretary of state shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the secretary 
of state shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and planta­
tions, ballots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolve 
accompanied by a copy thereof. 


