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EIGHTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 350

H. P. 1101 House of Representatives, February g, 1937.
Referred to Committee on Judiciary. Sent up for concurrence and 500

copies ordered printed.
: HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk.

Presented by Mr. Weatherbee of Lincoln.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
THIRTY-SEVEN

AN ACT Amending the Bates College Charter.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. Name. The institution of learning called Bates College in
honor of its first principal benefactor, Benjamin Edward Bates of Boston,
Massachusetts, and now located in Lewiston in the county of Androscoggin
in this state, shall remain established there under the same name.

Sec. 2. Officers; powers; vacancies, how appointed. The property
and government of said college shall be vested in a president, a board
of fellows and a board of overseers as hereinafter provided. To this end
such president, such persons constituting the board of fellows, and such
persons constituting the board of overseers by virtue of the existing
charter of Bates college at the time when this act shall take effect, to-
gether with such persons as shall, pursuant to the provisions of this act,
be elected to fill any vacancies existing in the presidency, in the board
of fellows or in the board of overseers at the time when this act shall
take effect, and their respective successors, are hereby continued a
corporation under the name of the “President and Trustees of Bates
College”. By that name they shall have power to prosecute and defend
suits at law and in equity, to have and use a common seal and to change
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the same at pleasure, to take and hold for the objects of their association by
gift, grant, bequest, purchase or otherwise, any estate, real or personal or
both, and to sell and convey any estate, real or personal or both, which the
interests of said college may require to be sold and conveyed.

Sec. 3. Property, how used. All property and estate, real or personal,
or hoth, which may at any time by gift, grant, bequest, purchase or other-
wise come into the possession of the said corporation shall be faithfully
devoted to the purposes of education and learning by maintaining a
college or university in Lewiston, aforesaid, with such departments else-
where as may from time to time be established.

Sec. 4. Powers of corporation. The said corporation may adopt such
by-laws, rules and regulations, not repugnant to the laws of the state of
Maine, as it may deem expedient for the management of the affairs of
the college and for the transaction of its business; it shall have power
to establish in said college such courses of study, departments and schools
as it may elect; it shall appoint a treasurer of the corporation, such other
officers of business administration and such officers of educational adminis-
tration as it shall deem proper, and all officers of instruction; and, sub-
ject to the contractual rights of such appointees, it may remove them
at pleasure; it shall have power to confer such academic degrees as are
usually conferred by colleges or universities. It shall be, and it is hereby,
invested, in addition to the powers, privileges, rights and immunities
specifically provided for in this act, with all the other powers, privileges,
rights and immunities incident to similar corporations.

Sec. 5. President, how chosen, etc. The president shall be chosen
by the concurring votes of at least 8 members of the board of fellows
and of at least 13 members of the board of overseers, each board acting
separately ; he may be removed from office in the same manner, provided,
however, that reasonable notice shall have been given him in writing
specifying the grounds of removal, and that, if requested by him, oppor-
tanity for hearing upon the specifications shall have been had before the
2 boards in convention. The president shall be the principal executive
officer of the corporation and the principal academic officer of the college,
and, except as authority, duties and responsibilities are or may be
specifically laid upon other persons, he shall have general administration
of the affairs of the college. 1f present, he shall preside over all meetings
of the boards of fellows and of overseers when met in convention as
hereinafter provided, and shall have a vote therein; but this provision
shall not apply when the boards are met in convention for hearing upon
the question of removal of the president from office. e may at his
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pleasure attend the separate sessions of the board of fellows and of the
board of overseers; when so attending he shall be the presiding officer
and shall participate with the members of these boards in the conduct of
their business, having the right to vote; but these provisions shall not
apply when the business under consideration is the question of the re-
moval of the president from office.

Sec. 6. Board of fellows. The number of the board of fellows shall
not at any time be more than 13, of whom 6, exclusive of the president
(1f he shall be in attendance) shall, except as otherwise in this act
specifically provided, constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.
They shall choose a chairman who shall preside at their meetings in the
absence of the president, and may adopt such rules for the transaction
of the business of their board as they may deem expedient. They shall
choose from or without the membership of the board a secretary of their
board, and he shall be the secretary of the corporation; they shall fill all
vacancies occurring in their board; they may, by such procedure as the
rules provide, declare a vacancy therein whenever, in their judgment,
sufficient cause therefor exists.

Sec. 7. Board of overseers. The number of the board of overseers
shall not at any time be more than 23, of whom 9, exclusive of the
president (if he shall be in attendance) shall, except as otherwise in this
act specifically provided, constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi-
ness. They shall choose a chairman who shall preside at their meetings
in the absence of the president. They shall choose a secretary of their
board, and may adopt such rules for the transaction of the business of
their board as theyv may deem expedient. The terms of office of the
several classes of overscers shall continue to expire in accordance with the
provisions of section 7 of chapter 192 of the private and special laws of
1873. At each annual meeting of the board of overseers, 5 overscers
shall be elected for the term of 5 years, 2 of whom shall be from persons
nominated by the Alumni Association of Bates College; they may, by
such procedure as their rules provide, declare a vacancy therein when-
ever, in their judgment, sufficient cause therefor exists; they shall fill all
vacancies occurring in their board, provided, however, that a vacancy
arising from the death, resignation or removal from office of an overseer
who was elected on nomination of the Alumni Association shall be filled
only by the election of a person so nominated.

Sec. 8. Meetings. The corporation, the board of fellows and the
board of overseers shall each hold an annual mceting at such time near
or during the period of college commencement as they respectively may
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by by-law or rule prescribe; and they respectively may by by-law or rule
provide for the holding of intervening meetings, provided, however, that
the president may call a meeting of the corporation at any time, giving
such notice to all the members as the by-laws may provide.

Sec. 9. Transaction of business. Except as otherwise in this act
specifically provided, the corporation may transact its business either by
the method of concurrent action taken by the board of fellows and the
board of overseers meeting in separate sessions, or by the method of
action taken by the said boards meeting in convention, a quorum of which
shall consist of at least 6 fellows and at least 9 overseers exclusive of
the president, if he shall be in attendance.

Sec. 10. Powers of corporation. The corporation may appoint from
their number an executive committee of not fewer than 5. The president
shall be a member of this executive committee and its chairman; any or
all powers of general administration may be delegated to this executive
committee to act for and in belalf of the corporation from one stated
meeting to another, subject, however, to instructions by the corporation
at any intervening meeting ; the corporation may appoint such other com-
mittees for such periods and with such powers as it shall deem proper.

Sec. 11. Repealing clause. This act shall not affect the tenure of
office of any person holding any office or appointment under the authority
of chapter 192 of the private and special laws of 1873, entitled, “An Act
Granting a New Charter to Bates College”; but, otherwise, said act, so
far as it is inconsistent with the provisions of this act, and all other acts
and parts of acts so far as they are inconsistent with the provisions of
this act, are hereby repealed.



