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EIGHTY SEVENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 653 

S. P. 457 In Senate, Feb. 21, 1935. 
Reported by Sen. Burkett of Cumberland from Committee on Judiciary 

and laid on table to be printed under joint rules. 
ROYDEN V. BROWN, Secretary. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
THIRTY-FIVE 

AN ACT to Provide for Annual Audits in Cities, Towns, Plantations and 
Village Corporations. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. R. S., c. 5, § 97, amended. Section 97 of chapter 5, of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended by striking out said section and inserting in 
place thereof the following section: 

'Sec. 97. Annual audit of cities, towns, plantations and village corpora
tions provided for. Every city, town, plantation and village corporation 
in the state shall have, on or before September 30th, 1936, an audit of its 
accounts co'vering the last complete municipal year prior to September 30th, 
1936, and shall cause subsequent audits of its accounts to be made annually 
thereafter, and the parties making said audits shall have access to all 
necessary papers, books and records. Said audits shall be made either 
by the state department of audit or by qualified public accountants. The 
term "qualified" as here used shall be construed to mean that said audit 
shall be conducted by an accountant or auditor whose competency shall be 
approved by the state auditor. Whenever any city, town, plantation, or 
village corporation shall have said audit made by a qualified public account
ant, instead of the state department of audit, the city, town, plantation, or 
village corporation clerk shall immediately, upon the employment of such 
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qualified public accountant file the name and address with the state depart
ment of audit, and such qualified public accountant shall, within IO days 
after making the report of the audit and recommendations to said city, 
town, plantation or village corporation file a certified copy thereof with the 
state department of audit on forms which said state department of audit 
shall prescribe, which said form shall provide for a uniform classification 
of accounts. Any failure on the part of a qualified public accountant to 
fulfill the provisions of this section shall result in a new audit to be made 
by the state department of audit. It shall be the duty of the state depart
ment of audit to see that the provisions contained herein are carried out, 
and if any city, town, plantation or village corporation fails to make pro
vision for an audit of its accounts within the prescribed time, then the 
state department of audit shall cause said audit to be made.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 5, § 98, amended. Section 98, of chapter 5 of the re
vised statutes is hereby amended by striking out said section and inserting 
in place thereof the following section: 

'Sec. 98. State uniform system may be installed; state department of 
audit may approve systems. Cities, towns, plantations and village cor
porations shall adopt and have installed an adequate accounting system 
approved by the state department of audit on or before the beginning of 
its municipal year next after December 31st, 1935; provided, that account
ing systems now in use and approved by the state department of audit may 
be continued.' 

Sec. 3. R. s:, c. 5, § ro2, amended. Section rn2 of chapter 5 of the re
'vise<l statutes is hereby amended to read as follows : 

'Sec. 102. State department of audit to furnish schedules for uniform 
reports; to collect information pertaining to municipal affairs. The state 
auditoF department of audit shall aRRually furnish to the auditoF o-t= e4eF 
aeeol:lRtiRg ~ ~ ~ e+ey', 4e-wft, 6-F •tillage €-ei'f)eFatioR e,~g 
~ ~ #re l3~ ~ seetioFls ~-~ -te '8fte *Uftci-Fe4 Si* tt, elusin 
seHedul-ee qualified public accountant auditing the accounts of any city, 
town, plantation, or village corporation in accordance with the provisions 
of section 97, forms so arranged as to provide for uniform reports ·~s 
~ detailed statemeHts ~ tr++ Feeeipts elaJsi~ed -s:r souFees, ~El- &+l 
t,tt) ffieHto elassified ey objeeb, ~ f+s ffi54. ~ ~ tt stateffl:eH1; ~ ~ 
t,-uhl-te 4e&t sHov, iHg #re ~ese ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ #te 4€M WttS 

eFeated tH*1- #!-e pFwtisioH .~ ~ #te fl~ -te-~ fH-l,e, f, ~-
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ifteM 6f ~ ftftti liaailities ~ -HTe ele-se 6f -HTe 4tseM ,-e&t', The state 
attEliteF department of audit ftioa," shall ttt ~ e&SeS "Hftef'e ~. ~ ftftti 
village eEJF)?ElF!ttieft ~ ~ taeff!.seh•es 6f -HTe aeseats 6f seetiElftS 
~~ ~ ~ httsEIFeEl 9t* iselttsi <'e prescribe standard forms in
tended to promote the systematic accounting of financial transactions and 
the publication of same in the report of the city, town, plantation or village 
corporation and it shall be the duty of the officers of all cities, towns, plan
tations and village corporations to keep and render to the state department 
of audit in the manner and form prescribed by said department accounts 
of all business transacted. ~ It shall collect from the proper local au
thorities such other information pertaining to municipal affairs as in ~ 
its judgment may be of public interest. All accounting and other officials 
and custodians of public money of cities, towns, plantations or village 
corporations shall fill out properly and return promptly to the state depart
ment of audit all schedules trans~tted by it to them.' 




