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DECEMBER SPECIAL SESSION 

EIGHTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 202 
New Draft 

.H. P. r57 House of Representatives, Dec. 19, 1933. 
Reported by a Minority of the Committee on Appropriations and 

Financial Affairs and laid on table to be printed under joint rules. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN .HUNDRED.AND 
THIRTY-THREE 

AN ACT Creating a State Lottery Commission. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. State lottery commission created. There is hereby created a 
"state lottery commission" to be composed of S niembers to be appointed 
annually by the governor subject to the approval of his council. The 
members shall serve at the will and pleasure of the governor and council 
for a period of not over one year, and until their successors are appointed, 
approved, and duly qualified. The members shall elect one of their 
number to act as chairman of the commission. The salary of the chair­
man shall be $3,500 per year. The salaries of the other members shall 
be $3,000 per year. The commission shall furnish such bonds for the 
faithful performance of their duty ~s 1i.1a y be set by the state controller. 

Sec. 2. Duties of commission. The "sta-te lottery commission" is 
hereby empowered and . directed to establish a st.ate lottery, or state 
lotteries for the benefit of the state, and shall have no power to authorize 
the operation of any other lottery or lotteries. It is further empowered 
and directed to issue rules and regulations for the regulation of the afore­
said state lotteries for the following purpos_es : 

. ( 1) So that the percentage of chances a1Jd the fairness of the lottery, 
or lotteries, will be assured to the participants therein, and ( 2) so that 
the technical details of the management of the lottery, or lotteries, will 
accomplish the purposes as herein set forth. 

It is further empowered and directed to do such other acts not specifi-
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cally provided for herein as may seem advisable to it in the promotion 
and management of the said lottery or lotteries. 

Sec. 3. Sale of tickets. The commission is hereby authorized and 
directed to arrange for the sale of tickets for any state lottery uncler the 
following restrictions : 

( r) If any city, town or plantation, by their cluly authorized officials 
elect to handle the sale of state lottery tickets, they shall retain 15% of. 
the gross receipts for the benefit of the health and welfare departments 
in such cities, towns ancl plantations. 

( 2) In such cities, towns ancl plantations as do not so elect as pro­
vided in the preceding paragraph the commission may establish such_ 
agencies therein for the sale of state lottery tickets as it deems advisable, 
not inconsistent however with the desires of the cluly authorized officials 
of said city, town or plantation. 

Sec. 4. State lottery account. The state controller is hereby directed 
and empowered to set up an account, to be known as the "state lottery 
account" to which shall be charged all expenses accruing to the state 
from the functioning of the state lottery commission, including the original 
appropriation provided for herein, and to which shall be credited all 
income derived from the sale of lottery tickets, sold under the authority 
provided for in this act. 

Sec. 5. Surplus funds may be transferred to the general fund. Any 
creclit balance in the "state lottery account", over and above estimated 
expenses ancl disbursements, may be transferred to the general funds of 
the state. at any time on order of the governor ancl council. 

Sec. 6. Appropriation. The governor and his council are hereby auth­
orized and directed to appropriate such moneys as are necessary for the 
expenses of beginning the operation of the aforesaid state lottery or 
lotteries, and such other expenses as may accrue from time to time, which 
amounts are to be clebitecl to the "state lottery account." 

Sec. 7. R. S., c. 136, § 4 amended. Section 4 of chapter 136 of the 
revised statutes is hereby amendecl to read as follows: 

'Sec. 4. Pool selling; penalty; exception. \Vhoever engages or parti­
cipates in pool selling, except by authority of the state lottery commis­
sion, or aids or abets the same by his presence, shall be punished by a fine 
of not more than $2,000, and by imprisonment for not more than 2 years. 

Sec. 8. R. S., c. 136, amended. Chapter r36 of the revised statutes is 
hereby amended by adding thereto a new section to be numbered 21 and 
to read as follows : 

'Sec. 21. Exceptions. The provisions of the 3 preceding sections shall 
not apply to the state lottery commission or any acts clone by them or 
others uncler the authority of the act creating the said commission. 
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