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EIGHTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document NO. 427 

H. P. IOII House of Representatives, Feb. 2, 1933. 
Referred to Committee on Legal Affairs and 500 copies ordered printed. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

Presented by Mr. Rounds of Portland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED THIRTY­
THREE 

AN ACT Relating to Complaints in Cases of Neglected Children and 
Commitment of such Children into Suitable Custody. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of l\Iaine, as follows: 

R. S. c. 72, § 52, as amended, further amended. Section 52 of c. 72 of 
the revised statutes, as amended, is hereby further amended to read as 
follows: 

'Sec. 52. \Vhen complaint in writing signed by an agent of the depart­
ment of health and welfare, sheriff, county probation officer, police officer, 
member of a municipal hoard or by 3 or more citizens of any town or city is 
made under oath to the probate court of the county or the municipal court 
having jurisdiction in said city or town, alleg·ing that such child in such city 
or town is cruelly treated or ffil~J.J.y, neglected by its parents or parent or 
by the wi+f-1:++ failure of such parents or parent is not provided with suit­
able food, clothing or privileges of education, or is kept at or allowed to 
frequent any disorderly house. house of ill fame, gambling place, or place 
where intoxicating liquors are sold, or other places injurious to the health 
and morals, or that such child is an orphan without means of support or 
kindred of sufficient ability who will furnish such support. and praying 
that suitable and proper provision be made for the care, custody, support 
and education of the child named in such complaint, the court to whom 
such complaint is made shall issue a warrant causing the parents or other 
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persons having custody or control of such child, if any, and the child, if 
necessary, to be brought before it, or shall cause notice to be given to said 
parents or said other persons in such manner or in such length of time 
as the court deems proper. The court shall cause notice in writing to be 
given by mail or otherwise to the department, to the municipal board of 
the town, and to the county attorney of the county where the child is 
residing at least IO days before the elate set for the hearing, provided, 
however, that the department and the municipal board and the county 
attorney may waive such notice. It shall be the duty of the county attorney 
to represent the interests of the department at the hearing. If, upon hear­
ing, it shall appear that any material allegations of said complaint are true, 
the court may order said child committed into the custody of any suitable 
person or duly incorporated children's institution or child welfare organiza­
tion consenting to receive same, at their own expense, unless the payment 
of such expense by the state shall be approved by the department which 
approval and payment may at any time be withdrawn, whose standards of 
care and maintenance are approved by the department or into the custody 
of the department itself. The court shall cause a copy of the order of 
commitment and of any subsequent modifications thereof to be sent forth­
with to the department. The court may direct the municipal board where 
the child is residing to make such provision for its care as may be neces­
sary pending hearing, and the expense, if any, of such care shall be paid 
by the town or city in which the child has a lawful settlement. Whoever 
being a parent of any child committed under this section shall be found 
guilty of having without just and sufficient cause failed or neglected to 
support said child shall be punished by a fine of not more than $r ,ooo or 
by imprisonment for not more than r r months or by both fine and im­
prisonment. It shall be the duty of the county attorneys in their respective 
counties to prosecute all violations of this section that are brought to their 
attention.' 


