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EIGHTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 132 

H. P. 259 House of Representatives, Jan. 26, 1933. 
Referred to Committee on Legal Affairs and 500 copies ordered printed. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
HARVEY R. PEASE. Clerk. 

Presented by Miss Martin of Bangor. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED THIRTY­
THREE 

AN ACT Relating to the Counting and Sealing of Ballots. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S. c. 8, § 18, amended. Section 18 of chapter 8 of the revised statutes. 
as amended by chapter 34 of the public laws of 1931. is hereby amended 
to read as follows : 

'Sec. 18. Ballots, how counted. The ballots shall be sorted and counted 
in open town or ward meeting by ck1ly Een-s~uted election officials duly 
sworn 4;e de ·1::l'l.eti' dHl;y hy town or city clerks. ,tna tn -s1,teh €>,pfre-i.:,;y eha,U 
b~ kHe-,,vn fl-5 publ.·ice effiE-ifr!&, °""~he -sha-l-1 nfl4 ha-¥~ be-en tH tfte era1~ley et 
irny ef. tB.·e pn-Rt@s, e,:, 1:he1-? frgen{s, ~ the ·Ft4eFen&aB.'l- er el3E--t,,i.en ·f-er 5tN 

nien~he prte? ~ tR~ ·el-e~n, ettt'h effietn-1 -stg·reHg, ·a-B-d fil+n~ fr s·.nm 
-s-1'a4eme-nt e£ hi& ee-unt -w-~1'1- -1-he ·m,me e-t -ehe effi·c-+aJ. wrtHen e;• ~ffil:)~d 
en 1:he baJ.l~ ee-un-teEl by 5tl:td effi€t-a,J.. Any person in the employ of any 
political party or its agents or in the employ of any candidate for election 
or his agent or in the employ of any corporation interested in any refer­
endum within 6 months next prior to the election or referendum shall not 
serve as such election officer. The ballots counted by each election officer 
shall be made up into a secure package and each such package shall have 
plainly written or stamped thereon the name of the official counting the 
ballots in such package and each election officer shall sign and file a sworn 
statement of his count. The counting of ballots shall be clone in such 



2 LEGISLATIVE RECOl{D No. 132 

manner as to afford the electors present opportunity to obsen·e the sorting 
and counting and the result shall be declared and recorded in open town or 
ward meeting. \Vhen the ballots have been so sorted and counted and the 
result so declared and recorded, all the ballots and sworn statements of said 
officials shall in open meeting be sealed in a package, which said package 
with the check-lists sealed in the same manner as the ballots shall forthwith 
be returned to the city, town, or plantation clerk. In case two or more 
kinds of official ballots are used at any election each kind shall be sealed 
in a separate package. All ballots and check-lists, and sworn statements of 
said officials, shall be so sealed that the packages and check-lists cannot be 
opened or examined without first breaking the seal; and the sealed packages 
of ballots cast at any state election or at any election of electors of president 
and 'vice-president of the "Cnited States shall have an indorsernent of sub­
stantially the following tenor inclorsed thereon or securely affixed thereon: 
"This package contains the ballots cast at an election for 
held in the of ( or in ward of the 
city of) on the clay of 19 
said ballots were sorted. counted, the result declared and recorded, and 
this package sealed in open meeting in accordance with section 18 of chap­
ter 8 of the revised statutes." Such indorsement shall be signed by the 
town, plantation, or ward clerk and by a majority of the selectmen of towns 
and the assessors of plantations, or by the wardens in cities or voting pre­
cincts. The ballots and check-lists and sworn statements of said officials 
returned to the city clerk after any city election and all other ballots re­
turned to him, which he is not required to forward to the secretary of state 
according to the provisions of section 47, shall he preserved by him as a 
public record for 6 months.' 


