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EIGHTY- SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 13 

S. P. 39 In Senate, Jan. II, 1933. 
Referred to Committee on Judiciary and 500 copies ordered 

printed. Sent clown for concurrence. 
ROYDEN V. BROWN, Secretary. 

Presented by Senator Murchie of \Vashington. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND ~INE 
HUNDRED AND THIRTY-THREE 

AN ACT Relating to Expenditures in Connection with the 
Nomination of Candidates for Elective Office. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

Section 1. Organized groups amenable to provisions of R. 
S. c. 7, § 22. All the provisions of section 22 of chapter 7 of 
the revised statutes. as amended by section 2 of chapter 263 

of the public laws of 1931 shall apply to any club or group of 
voters organized for the purpose of or actually participating 
in any campaign on behalf of a candidate for nomination to 
elective office or tending either directly or indirectly to aid the 
candidacy of any person for any nomination whatsoever. 

Sec. 2. Persons employed in furthering candidacies for 
nomination shall register. Any person accepting employment 
to aid, promote or further the candidacy of any person for 
nomination to electin office shall, within 48 hours after ac­
cepting such employment, cause his name to be entered upon a 
docket as hereinafter provided and shall file in the office of the 
secretary of state a foll ancl complete statement of the basis of 
compensation on ,vhich his senices in hehalf of such a candi­
date are being rendered. 

Sec. 3. Persons furthering candidacies for nomination shall 
register. Any person who, without compensation. devotes 
time to aid. promote or further the candidacy of any person for 
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nomination to electiYe office shall \\·ithin ..j.8 hours aher ,:0111-

rnencing to deyote time to such purpose cause his name to be 
entered upon a docket as hereinafter proYicled and shall file in 
the office of the secretary o i state a full and complete state­
ment setting forth that his senices in behalf of such a candi­
date are being rendered without compensation. 

Sec . ...t.. Docket to be kept for registration of those aiding 
candidates. The secretary of state shall prepare and keep a 
docket for the registration of eyery person aiding. promoting 
or furthering the candidacy of any person who is seeking 
nomination to electiYe office. whether sening with or without 
compensation, which docket shall he open to public inspection 
during the office hours of said secretary of state and shall con­
tain the name and address of each such person, the name of the 
candidate in whose behalf he is interested. the name of the 
office for which such candidate is seeking nomination and a 
clear statement on the basis of compensation. if am·. which 
shall in no eYent he dependent upon a contingenc\·. 

Sec. .'i· Record to be kept of money received for or ex­
pended by those furthering a candidate's nomination. Any 
person. firm, association or organization who shall receiYc 
money for labor. rent. printing, adYertising or for any other 
seryice intended or designed to further the candidacy of a 
person for nomination to elective of-fice or who shall fttrnish 
any such service or material on credit shall keep a careful and 
accurate detailed statement of the money received and the 
credit extencled and presen-e the same for a full period of I 5 
months following the elate of the clelinry or rendering of the 
materials or sen·ice. EYcry candidate for elective office and 
eYery person, firm. association. committee. organization. duh, 
group of voters or corporation who shall hire. contract for. 
arrange or nthen,·ise pnwicle or secnre any material or service 
intended or designed to further the candidacy of himself or of 
any other person for nomination to elective office shall keep a 
full. detailed and correct account of the money expended and 
the liabilities incurred and preserve the same for a full period 
of I 5 months following the elate of the delivery or rendering of 
the materials or service. 

Sec. 6. Notice to be given of provisions of § 5. T t shall be 
the duty of any person. whether candidate or political agent or 
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intl'rested worker. who arranges for any labor, rent, printing, 
acl\'C·rtising or other senice intended or designed to further 
the candidacy of a person for nomination to electiye office to 
advise each ancl l'ven· irnliYiclual with or from whom he con­
tracts snch labor, rent. printing, a(h·ertising or other service 
of the requirements of section S of this act. 

Sec. 7. Committee to investigate. Before the adjournment 
oi the legislature biennially it shall be the duty of the president 
of the senate to name two mem hers on the part of the senate 
and of the speaker of the house to name three members on the 
part of the house to sene as a special committee to investigate 
the expenditures made and liabilities incurred by and on be­
half of candidates seeking nomination to electiYe office and 
such committee shall meet in .-'rngnsta within S clays next fol­
lmYing any primary election, or co1wention to examine all re­
turns of expenditures made under the provisions of chapter 7 
of the H'.vised statutes as amended by chapter 263 of the public 
laws of 1s131 and all returns made in accordance with the pro­
visions of this act. 

S;-iicl committee may on its o\\'11 motion and shall at the re­
quest of any candidate make a complete i1westigation into the 
expenditures macle hy or on behalf of any candidate and for 
that pnrpo,;e shall ha\·e foll authority to summon ancl require 
the attenclance of witnesses and the production of records, 
books ancl papers and to take cYidcnce pertaining to the mat­
ters under i1westigation. 

The attorney general shall act as counsel for the committee 
and conduct the examination of witnesses called before it and 
in the eyent of any infraction of the election laws or any 
omissions on the part of candidates, their duly authorized po­
litical agents or other persons. to account for all expenditures 
macle or liabilities incurred in the conduct of election shall 
cause appropriate proceedings for the punishment of such 
offenders. to he instituted. 

Sec. ~- Penalty. \Vhoever Yiolates any of the prons1ons 
of this act shall he punished by a fine of not less than $100.00 

nor more than $.=;oo.oo. 


