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NEW DRAFT 

EIGHTY-~-,IFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 885 

S. P. 561 In Senate, March 18, 1931. 
Reported by Senator Crosby of Penobscot from Special 

Joint Committee and laid on table to be printed under joint 
rules. 

ROYDEN V. BROWN, Secretary. 
New Draft of S. P. 41. 

STATE OF MAINE 

CN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND NINE 
HUNDRED AND THIRTY-ONE 

AN ACT to Authorize the County of Penobscot, Through Its 
County Commissioners, to Remodel and Equip th;: County 
Jail: and to Authorize the Said Penobscot County, Through 
Its Said Commissioners, to Borrow Money and Issue Notes 
or Other Obligations of Said Penobscot County in the 
Premises. 

EMERGENCY PREAMBLE 

\\There the County Jail at Bangor in and for the County of 
Penobscot is so wholly inadequate, disgracefully overcrowded 
and admittedly antiquated as to constitute a serious menace 
to the health of the inmates, and, 

\i\'hereas it is the legal Jnty of the County Commissioners 
of said Penobscot Co1,mty to provide and keep in repair a jail 
with apartments for debtors separate from criminals, to take 
necessary precaution for the security of prisoners, for their 
accommodations and employment, and for the preyention of 
infection and sickness, and, 

\Vhereas by reason of the large number of prisoners now 
committed to said jail hy the Courts of this State as well as 
1,y the Conrts of the l::nitccl States, the limited and antiquated 
facilitic0 s am! acconn10clatio11s are so seYerely overtaxed that 
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the health of the prisoners, both State ancl Federal. is constant
ly jeopardized by the recmrence of serious epidemics, and, 

\Vhereas the public interest in the pruper maintenance, up
keep and accommodations of said jail and the health of the 
prisoners re,1uire that certain structural changes and enlarge
ments be made to said jail, that modern and sanitary accom
modations and equipment he installed, and, 

vVhereas it is necessary for said Penobscot County to secure 
an immediate loan to pro\·icle for such remodeling and equip
ment of said jail, in order that work may he commenced as 
soon as possible, a1;d, 

vVhereas by rea~.on of the foregoing facts an emergency 
exists as is contemplated by the Constitution of this State, and 
the passage of this Act is immediately necessary for the pre
servation of the public health, peace ancl safety, therefore. 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of :Maine. as follows: 

Section 1. That saicl County of Penobscot, through its 
County Commissioners, is hereby empowered and authorized, 
1Jy contracts or otherwise, to remodel, enlarg·e and equip the 
County Jail at Bang·or in said County. such constrnction, re
modelling. enlargement and equipment to cover all such things 
as may be necessary and incidental thereto ; and for the fore
going purposes ancl in order to provide for the payment of said 
construction, remodelling, enlargement and equipment to bor
row money in a sum not to exceed $7j.ooo and cause to be 
issued therefor notes of said County of Penobscot, or other 
obligations of said County of Penobscot, with coupons attached 
for interest at a rate not to exceed 5% per annum, payable at 
regular periods not to exceed twenty years from their elate. 
Said Commissioners shall determine the amount, time of pay
ment, rate of interest not exceeding 5% per annum, whether 
interest shall be payable annually or semi-annually, and form 
of said notes or obligations, and shall have power to determine 
whether all, or a portion of any notes or obligations issued 
hereunder, shall contain any provisions for calling the same, 
and may determine such call provisions, and shall also deter
mine whether all, or any portion, of said notes or obligations, 
shall be in serial form or otherwise, ancl may issue the same 
from time to time as the money is needed to pay for the con
~truction, remodelling and equipment done and provided for 
under this act. 
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Sec. 2. Said notes or oliligations shall be ya]icl without first 
obtaining the consent of the towns ancl cities of said County 
of Penobscot as j)rOYided in sections eighteen and twenty of 
chapter ninety-two of the Rniscd Statutes. 

Sec. 3. In yiew of the emergency citcll in the preamble, this 
act shall take effect when ap;iroycd. 




