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EIGHTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 720 

H. P. 707 House of Representatives, Feb. 20, 1931. 
Reported by Mr. Jack from Committee on Legal Affairs and 

laid on table to be printed under joint rules. 
CLYDE R. CHAPMAN, Clerk. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND NINE 
HUNDRED AND THIRTY-ONE 

AK ACT to Amend the Charter of the Livermore Falls Mu
nicipal Court. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sections one, two, six and fifteen of Chapter one hundred 
and twenty of the private and special laws of eighteen hundred 
and ninety-nine relating to the establishment of the Livermore 
Falls Municipal Court for the towns of Livermore, East Liver
more and Leeds in the County of Androscoggin, as amended by 
Chapter two hundred and thirty-three of the private and 
special laws of nineteen hundred and thirteen, as amended by 
Chapter seventy-three of the private and special laws of nine
teen hundred and fifteen, as amended by Chapter thirty-four of 
the pri,·ate and special laws of nineteen hundred and nineteen, 
and as amended by Chapter one hundred and seventeen of the 
private and special laws of nineteen hundred and twenty-seven, 
if further amended by striking out the words "East Liver
more" wherever they appear in said sections one, two, six and 
fifteen, and substituting therefor the words "Livermore Falls" 
so that said sections, as amended, shall read as follows: 

'Section r. A municipal court is hereby established in and 
for the towns of Livermore, Livermore Falls and Leeds, in the 
County of Androscoggin, to be denominated the Livermore 
Falls Municipal Court; said court shall consist of one judge, 
who shall reside during his continuance in said office, in one 
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of said towns of Livermore, Livermore Falls or Leeds, and 
who shall be appointed, qualified and hold his office as pro
vided in the constitution, and who shall be, ex-officio, a justice 
of the peace and of the quorum, and have and exercise a con'· 
current authority and jurisdiction with trial justices o'ver all 
matters and things by law within their jurisdiction, and such 
authority and jurisdiction additional thereto as is conferred 
upon him by this act. 

'Sec. 2. Said court shall have jurisdiction as follows: ex
clusive jurisdiction of all such criminal offenses and mis
demeanors committed within said towns of Livermore, Liver
more Falls or Leeds as are cognizable by trial justices. 

'Exclusive original jurisdiction of all civil actions wherein 
the debt or damages demanded do not exceed twenty dollars, 
and both parties, or any plaintiff, and a person summoned as 
trustee, reside in either of the towns of Livermore, Li'vermore 
Falls or Leeds, including prosecutions for penalties in which 
either of said towns are interested, and actions of forcible entry 
and detainer arising therein provided, that any civil action, in 
which the judge is interested, but which otherwise would be 
within the exclusive jurisdiction of said court, may be brought 
in and disposed of by the municipal court of the city of i\u
burn or the municipal court of the city of Lewiston in the 
same manner and with like effect as other actions therein. 

'Original jurisdiction concurrent with the superior court for 
the county of Androscoggin, of the offenses committed in 
Livermore, Livermore Falls and Leeds described in sections 
one, six, seven, eight and ten of chapter one hundred and 
twenty-two of the revised statutes, when the alleged value of 
the property does not exceed fifty dollars; of the offenses de
scribed in section twenty-six of chapter one hundred and 
twenty of the revised statutes; of the offenses described in sec
tions one and five of chapter one hundred and twenty-eight 
of the revised statutes, when the alleged 'value of the property 
fraudulently obtained, mortgaged or sold, or fraudulently re
moved or concealed, does not exceed fifty dollars, and on con
viction, may punish for either of said offenses, by fine not ex
ceeding one hundred dollars or by imprisonment in the county 
jail for not more than six months; and also of the offense 
described in section seven of chapter one hundred and twenty-
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six of the revised statutes, and on conviction may punish 
therefor by a fine not exceeding fifty dollars or by imprisonment 
in the county jail for not more than thirty days. 

'Original jurisdiction concurrent with said superior court 
and the municipal court for the city of Auburn and the mu
nicipal court for the city of Lewiston, of all civil actions in 
which the debt or damage demanded exceeds twenty dollars, 
but does not exceed fi've hundred dollars and the defendant or 
a party summoned as trustee resides within the towns of 
Livermore, Livermore Falls or Leeds; provided, however, that 
any action wherein the debt or damage exceeds twenty dol
lars, brought in said court, shall be removed by order of the 
judge into the superior court, on motion of the defendant, 
filed at the return term, if he files therewith, at the same time 
an affidavit that he believes he has a good defense to said 
action, in whole or in part, and deposits with the judge the 
fee of the clerk of the court above for entering said action 
therein; and when such removal has been ordered, the judge 
shall file in said superior court, at its next term in the county, 
an attested copy of the writ in such action, and of said motion 
and affidavit, and pay to the clerk of said court the fee for 
entering the same, for which services he shall be entitled to 
the same fees allowed for the necessary copies in actions car
ried up by appeal, to be paid to him by the defendant and re
covered by him with his costs, if he prevail in the suit. 

'Sec. 6. Said court shall he held on the third Tuesday of 
each month for the entry, trial and determination of civil 
actions of all kinds that may lawfully be brought before it, 
and foi: the transaction of other civil business, and upon each 
other Tuesday for the entry, trial and determination of actions 
of forcible entry and detainer only, at ten o'clock in the fore
noon, at such suitable place as the judge may determine, until 
the town of Livermore Falls shall provide a court room, when 
the court shall be held therein, and all civil processes shall b~ 
made returnable accordingly; and it may be adjourned from 
time to time by the judge, at his discretion, but it shall be con
sidered in constant session for the cognizance of criminal ac
tions. Provided that, if said judge is prevented by any cause 
from attending at the time said court is to be held for civil 
business, it may be adjourned from day to day by a constable 
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of said Livermore Falls or a deputy sheriff of the county of 
Androscoggin, without detriment to any action then return
able or pending, until he can attend, when said actions may be 
entered or disposed of with the same effect as if it were the 
first clay of the term; and it may be so adjourned without 
clay when necessary, in which event., pending actions shall be 
considered as continued, and actions then returnable may be 
returned and entered at the next term, with the same effect as 
if originally made returnable at said term. 

'Sec. 15. Trial justices are hereby restricted from exercis
ing any jurisdiction in the towns of Livermore, Livermore 
Falls and Leeds over any matter or thing, civil or criminal, ex
cept such as are within the jurisdiction of justices of the peace 
and quorum and except that they may issue warrants on com
plaints for criminal offenses, to be returnee! before said mu
nicipal court.' 




