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EIGHTY-F1 IFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 310 

H. P. 824 House of Representatives, Feb. 4, H)3I. 
Referred to Committee on Judiciary and 500 copies ordered 

printed. Sent up for concurrence. 
CLYDE R. CHAVi'vIA-:-,.J, Clerk. 

Presented by l\Ir. Carleton of Portland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND )JINE 
HUKDRED AND THIRTY-ONE 

AN ACT Relating to the Granting of Administration upon 
Estates of Persons Upon Circumstantial or Presumptive 
Evidence of Death. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Administration upon estates of persons upon circumstantial 
or presumptive evidence of death. Section twenty-three of 
chapter seventy-six of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended 
by striking out all of said section and inserting in place thereof 
the following: 

'Sect. 23. I. Whenever letters testamentary or of admin
istration are issued upon the estate of a person alleged to be 
deceased, and the evidence of such decease is only circum
stantial or presumptive, the letters testamentary or of admin
istration shall state such fact. 

II. In all cases where letters testamentary or of adminis
tration are granted upon circumstantial or presumptive evi
dence of the decease of a person, no action for the recovery 
of any of the property. rights or credits of such person shall 
he maintained by the executor or administrator so appointed 
until and after the expiration of six months from the time 
public notice of such appointment has been given according 
to law. 

III. ::,.; o person upon whose estate letters testamentary or 
of administration shall haYe been granted upon circumstantial 
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or presumptive evidence of the decease of such person, shall 
commence or maintain any action to recover any property, 
rights or credits that may have been paid to such executor 
or administrator; commence or maintain any action against 
such executor or administrator or his assigns, or any other 
person, by reason of any act of such executor or administrator, 
clone under the authority of his letters testamentary or of ad
ministration; commence or maintain any action against any 
person. his heirs or assigm:, claiming title as devisee or under 
the statute of descent to recover any property included in the 
im·entory or account of the executor or administrator; unless 
the action is commenced within six months from the time 
public notice of such appointment has been given according 
to law.' 




