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EIGHTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 240 

S. P. 268 In Senate, Jan. 29, 1931. 
Referred to Committee on Judiciary and 500 copies ordered 

printed. Sent clown for concurrence. 
ROYDEN V. BROWN, Secretary. 

Presented by Senator ·weeks of Somerset. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND NINE 
HUNDRED AND THIRTY-ONE 

A:-J ACT Relating to Examination of Insane Convicts. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Section five of chapter one hundred forty-nine of the Re
vised Statutes is hereby amended by adding thereto the fol
lowing: 

'If there is no county examiner of insane convicts within 
the county the duties may be performed by any medical ex
aminer authorized to act within that county.', so that said 
section as amended shall read as follows: 

'Sect. 5. Governor to appoint an examiner of insane con
victs, in each county; proceedings when a prisoner becomes 
insane. R. S. c. 139, S. 5. The governor shall appoint in 
each county in the state a competent physician, who shall be 
a resident of the county, to act as an examiner of insane con
victs in the county jail of the county. When a convict in the 
state prison or the county jail becomes insane or a convict 
whose sentence has expired is there detained, and in the opin
ion of the warden of the state prison or keeper of the jail is 
insane, the warden shall forthwith notify the prison physi
cian and the jailer shall forthwith notify such examiner in 
the county of the fact, and the prison physician or such ex
aminer shall forthwith investigate the case and make a per
sonal examination of the convict or party so detained; and 
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if such physician finds such convict or person detained to be 
insane he shall forthwith certify such fact in writing to the 
warden of the state p6son or keeper of such jail. Said war
den shall apply in writing to the judge of the municipal court 
for the city of Rockland in the county of Knox, and such 
keeper shall apply to the judge of the municipal court ir the 
place where such jail is located, if any; otherwise to the judge 
of the nearest municipal court in the county,and if there is 
no municipal court in such county, to any justice of thE su
perior court, stating the facts connected therewith, and pray
ing that the condition of such convict or person detained as 
aforesaid may be inquired into and such decree made as to 
his commitment or detent:on as justice may require. If there 
is no county examiner of insane convicts within the county 
the duties may be performed by any medical examiner author
ized to act within that county.' 




