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EIGHTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 118 

H. P. 208 House of RepresentatiYes, Jan. 27, 1931. 
Referred to Committee on J ucliciary ancl 500 copies ordered 

printed. Sent up for concurrence. 
CLYDE R. CHAPMAN, Clerk. 

Presented by l\fr. ~IacPherson of Easton. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OL'R LORD ONE THOUSAND NINE 
l-1UNDRED AND THIRTY-ONE 

:\::'\ ACT Relating to Liability to Guest Riders. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Liability to guests limited. Chapter ninety-six of the re­
Yisecl statutes is hereby amended by inserting after section 
fifty of said chapter a new section. to he numbered fifty A, 
to read as follows: 

'Sect. 50A. Limitation of liabilities for death or injury to 
guest riders. Any person who as a guest accepts a ride in 
any vehicle, moving upon any of the public highways of the 
state of :VJaine. and while so riding as such guest receives or 
sustains an injury. shall haYe no right of recovery against the 
owner or clriYer or person responsible for the operation of 
such Yehicle. In the eYent that such person while so riding 
as such guest is killed. or dies as a result of injury sustained 
while so riding as such guest, then neither the estate nor the 
legal representati\'es or heirs of such guest shall have any 
right of recovery against the driYer or owner of said nhicle 
by reason of the death of said guest. If such person so riding 
as a guest be a minor and sustain an injury or he killed or die 
as a result of injury sustained while so riding as such guest, 
then neither the parents nor guardian nor the estate nor legal 
representatives or lieirs of such minor shall haYe any right of 
recovery against the driver or owner or person responsible for 
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the operation of said Yehicle for injury sustained or as a result 
of the death of such minor. 

Nothing in this section contained shall be construed as re­
lieving the owner or clriYer or person responsible for the oper­
ation of a vehicle from liability for injury to or death of such 
guest proximately resulting from the intoxication. wilful mis­
conduct. or gross neg·! igence of such owner, driver or person 
responsible for the op,~ration of such vehicle; provided, 1 hat 
in any action for deatlt or for injury or damage to persor or 
property by or on behalf of a guest or the estate. heirs or legal 
representatives of suclt gt:est. the burden shall be upon the 
plaintiff to establish that such intoxication. wilful misconduct 
or gross negligence was the proximate cause of such cleat!· or 
injury or damage. For the purpose of this section the term 
"guest" is hereby defined as being a person who accepts a ride 
in any Yehicle without giving compensation therefor.· 




