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EIGHTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE 

H. P. No. 714 H. D. No. 171 
~------

Hou:;e of Representatives, Feb. 17, 1925. 

Referred to Committee on Legal Affairs and 500 copies or­

dered printed. Sent up for concurrence. 

CLYDE R. CHAPMAN, Clerk. 

Presented by ~fr. Campbell of Kingman. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND NINE 

HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIVE 

AX c\CT to Create the 1 \' est Branch Penobscot River Bridge 

District. 

Be it enacted by the PeJple of the State of :Maine, as follows: 

Section I. The towns of 1Vood\·ille, East :Millinocket, 

2 ::\Iillinocket and Jvhdway, and the unorganized township 

3 A_ R. 7 in the county of Penobscot and the people and ter-

4 ritory embodied witbin these political divisions shall con­

:, stitnte a public municipal corporation under the name 1Vest 

6 Branch Penobscot River Bridge District, for the purpose 

7 of taking advantage of the provisions of chapter three hun-

8 dred and nineteen of the public la,Ys of nineteen hundred 

() and fifteen and acts additional and amendatory thereto 
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10 in the same mannrr as is therein provided that to,vns may 

11 do and of applying through its board of trustees for slate 

12 and county aid in the construction of a bridge owr the 

13 west branch of Penobscot river at such location as the 

14 Maine state highway commission shall determine to be :,at-

15 isfactory and adequate for highway transportation purpo:;es. 

Sect. 2. The said \Vest Branch Penobscot River Bridge 

2 District is hereby declared to be entitled to the benefits of 

3 the provisions of said acts enumerated m section one [or 

4 the construction of said bridge and to fiie a petition there­

:, for as provickd m section one of said chapter three hun-

6 dred and nineteen of the public laws of nineteen hundred 

7 and fifteen as amended, and said chapter three hundred 

8 and nineteen of the public laws of nineteen hundred and 

<) fifteen and all acts additional and arnendatory thereto sr.all 

ro apply to the said \ Vest Branch Penobscot River Bridge 

Ir District hereir created in the same manner as it does to 

12 tmvns so far as the same is not inconsistent herewith, ;md 

13 all rights, powers and privileges granted to, and duties im-

14 posed upon tc,rns by said acts are hereby imposed ur,on 

15 and granted to said \\'est Branch Penobscot River Bridge 

16 District, excepting such as are inconsistent herewith :md 

17 all rights, pov:ers and privileges granted to and impo:;ed 

18 upon rnunicipzJ officers of towns by said acts are hereby 

1q granted to and imposed upon the trustees of said bric!ge 

20 district. In arriYing at any decision required of the "boa1 cl" 

21 hy said acb the :,;tate hibhway commission shall haYe c,ne 
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22 vote, the county commissioners of Penob,cot county one 

23 Yote and the trustee: of :'aid bridge district one nite. 

::-;ect. 3. The management of the affairs uf the \\'est 

2 Branch Penobscot RiYer Bridge District shall be wstecl in 

3 a hoard of trustees composed of nine members constituted 

-+ as follows: The to\r1s of \\'ood\·ille, East }lillinocket, :'.\Iii­

~' linocket and. l\Techny shall each choose i\\·o members at 

6 tmn1 meetings held \iithin sixty day,; after this act becomes 

7 effccti,·e and one nernber representing the unorganized 

8 tmn1ship . \ R. 7 slull be appointee! hy the commissioners 

<) of Penobscot county \\·ithin said sixty days. These trus-

IO tees shall choose a treasurer, clerk and such other offic~rs 

11 and agents as they may deem necessary for the proper 

12 management of the affairs of the district and may estab-

13 foh a code of by-la\\·s :md all necessary rules and regu­

q lations for the proper conduct of the affairs of said clis­

J 5 trict. \\'heneyer a ,·acancy shall for any reason occur 111 

16 the board of trnstees the same shall be filled from the tom1 

17 or political division in which the Yacancy occurs, at the 

18 next annual town meeting or in the case of A R. 7, by the 

ICJ commissioners of P,cnobscot county. A majority of the 

20 trustees chosen shall l1ave full po,yer to act notwithstanding 

21 the failure or neglect of any town or towns to choose its 

22 members, or not\vithstanding any vacancy in said board 

23 h(rn·ever otherwise caused. 

Sect. 4. The \\' est Branch Penobscot Rinr Bridge Dis-

2 trict shall have the r' ght to take all land or real e;c:,tate nee-
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3 essary for carrying out the purposes of this act. Said bf dge 

4 district may, by a majority of its trustees enter upon any 

5 lands or real estate so taken and held, make surveys and 

6 locations and shall file in the registry of deeds for Penob-

7 scot county a plan and description of all lands so taken and 

8 within thirty days thereafter shall publish notice of ,uch 

9 taking and filing. in some newspaper published in said cc,un-

10 ty wherein said land is taken, such publication to be con­

l 1 tinned for three weeks successively. Should said trustees 

12 or a majority of them he unable to agree with the land 

13 owner upon the dai11ages to be paid for the land or real estate 

q so taken, the land owner or the said trustees may, wi ~hin 

15 six month,; after the filing of said plan, petition the cotmty 

16 co1111111ss1oner:; of Penobscot county, who shall cause cuch 

11 damages to be as,;es:;ecl in the same manner and under the 

t8 same conditic,ns, limitations, restrictions and rights of ap-

1 () peal as are by law prescribed in cases of damages for the 

20 laying out of highways so far as said law is consistent ,,vith 

21 the prO\·ision,- of this act. 

Sect. 5. Th West Branch Penobscot River Bridge Dis-

2 trict is authorized for the accomplishment o.f the purpJses 

3 of this act to borrow money and issue therefor the interest 

4 bearing negot iablc notes and bonds of said bridge district 

5 and for the purpose of refunding or paying said indebted-

6 ness, may from time to time issue negotiable bonds of the 

7 district to an amount necessary in the judgment of the 

-8 tni:;tees therefor. Said negotiable notes and bonds ,hall 
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9 be legal obligations o i said bridge district, the people and 

IO territory ,vithin the same, which is hereby declared a quasi­

r r municipal corporation within the meaning of section one 

12 hundred and five of chapter fifty-one of the revised stat­

I 3 utes. The bonds of said district shall be a legal invest­

r 4 ment for the savings banks of the state, and shall be exempt 

r 5 from all taxation. 

Sect. 6. \ \'hen said bridge shali have been completed the 

2 ~aid trustees ,-hall amrnally determine what amount of 

3 money is to be paid ~nnually into the sinking fund, or if 

4 the bonds or notes authorized by this act shall be issued 

5 to mature serially, ,,·]'. at amount of money ,,·ill be required 

6 each year to meet the interest on said bonds or notes and 

7 for maintenance and other necessary expenses and obli-

8 gations incurred hy the district assessing annually upon 

9 each town or political division included ,vithin the district 

IO its proportional part of che amount of money required in 

Tr pn•portion to the valuaticm thereof last made by the board 

12 oi state asEessor,; and the assessors of each town or politi-

13 cal division shall in tnrn assess annually upon the property 

14 and polls thereof its proportional part ~f the said amount 

15 of money designat<cd by the trustees. Each year thereafter 

16 Lefore the first day of :\pril the said trustees of said bridge 

17 district shall issue th~ir warrant in the same form as the 

18 warrant of the state treasurer for state taxes with proper . 
19 changes, to the asses:;ors of the towns and to the county 

20 commissioner" for th,c unorganized township .~ R. 7 con-
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21 5tituting the political divisions of the bridge district. re-

22 quiring them to assess their respective proportional pa ·t of 

23 the total sum so determined and to commit their assess-

2--J. rnent to the :onstable or collector of their respective towns 

2j or political divisions of the district ,vho shall have al the 

2G authority and j)C\\ ers to collect said tax as is veste·il by 

27 law in them, to collect state, county and municipal taxes. 

28 On or before the thirty-first clay of December of each year 

2<J in ,vhich said tax is so levied, the treasurer of each of said 

30 towns or political divisions shall pay the amount so as-

31 sessecl to the treasurer of said bridge district. In cace of 

32 failure on tte part of the treasurer of any of said towns 

33 or political divisions to pay in said sum or any part tht reof 

3--1- on or before the thirty-first day of December in the year 

.3j in ,,·hich said tax is so levied the treasurer of said b1 iclge 

.ii district may issue his ,varrant for the amount of said tax or 

.37 so much as shall remain unpaid, clirectecl to the sheriff of 

.38 the county of Penobscot, requiring him to levy it by dis­

.39 tress and sale on real and personal property of any oJ the 

--1-0 inhabitants or land o\\·ners of the towns or political divi~ ions 

--J.I in which s;1id t;1x ,ns levied and the sheriff or any of his 

--1-2 deputies shall execute such warrant. Except as otherwise 

--1-3 provided her~m. the same authority as is vested in co 1nty 

--1---1- officers for the collection of county taxes as provided by 

--J.j la,1· _is hereby nstecl in the officers of said bridge district 

-16 in relation to ~he collection of taxes ,vithin said district. 

~<:ct. 7. _ \]] incidental pm,ers, rights and privileges nee-



HOUSE-No. 171 7 

2 essary to the accomplishment of the mam object herein 

3 set forth are granted the public municipal corporation here-

4 by created. 

Sect. 8. After said bridge shall have been completed, it 

2 shall be a free high,vc.y bridge and shall be maintained by 

3 said bridge district and by the said county of Penobscot; 

4 the said bridge district paying seventy per cent of the cost 

5 of maintenance thereof and the said county of Penobscot 

6 thirty per cent of said cost. 

Sect. 9. After the bridge shall have been completed and 

2 open to the public, whoever when using said bridge as a 

3 highway receives any bodily injury or suffers damages to 

4 his property through any defect or want of repair or of 

5 sufficient railing thereon, may recover for the same from 

6 said bridge district in a special action on the case as pro-

7 vided in section ninet:r-two of chapter twenty-four of the 

8 revised statutes for suits against towns, subject to the same 

9 restrictions, limitation;, and notices as therein expressed. 

10 Provided, however, that all notices therein required to be 

11 had by or given to th,~ municipal officers or road commis-

12 sioners of towns shall be had by or given to the trustees 

13 or any one of them of said bridge district. 

Sect. ro. Upon apprnval of the estimated cost of the con-

2 struction of said bridge as proYided by law the commis-

3 sioners of Penobscot county are hereby authorized and di-

4 rected fortlrn-ith to obtain a loan or loans of money for 

S the purpose of paying said county's proportion for the con-



8 HOUSE-No. 171 

6 :-ctruction of ;oaid bridge as aforesaid and cause notes or 

7 obligations of said county to be issued upon such time and 

8 bearing sud, rate of interest as said county commissioners 

9 may deep expedient. 




