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SEVENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 

NO. 309 

In Senate, March 13, 19r7. 

Reported by .lfr. Fulton from Committee on State School for 

Boys, State School for Girls and Reformatory for Women and 

ordered printed 1111der joint rules. 

W. E. LAWRY, Sccrctar:>'· 
-·--------~-----~~--~-----~-------

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND NINE 

HUNDRED AND C:.i.:. VENTEEN 

A:\" ACT providing f,ir transfer of boys and girls from State 

J uyenile Institution;; to other 1 nstitutiom, and amending cer-

tain la,vs pertaining to State Juvenile Institntions. 

Be it enacted !Jy the I'coplc of tht State of ]fai11c, as follows: 

Section T. Section 3 of Chapter 144 of the Revised Stat-

2 ntes is hereby amended ]iy striking ont the ,vorcl "eight'' in 

3 the second line of said section, and inserting in the place 

4 thereof the ,vorcl 'e]eyen,' and by striking ont the worcl "six-

5 teen" in the second line thereof, and inserting in the place 



2 

6 thereof the word "sc\'enteen." so that said section a,; 

7 amended ,hall read as follmn: 

'Sect. 3. \Vhen a hoy between the ages of eleven and 

2 seventeen years is convicted before any court or trial j11stice 

3 having jurisdiction of the offense, of an offense punishable 

4 by imprisonment in the state prison, not for Ii fe. or in the 

.=; county jail. or in any house of correction, such court or jus-

6 tice may order his commitment to the state school for boys or 

7 sentence him to the punishment provided by law for the 

8 same offense. Tf to said school, the commitment shall lie 

9 conditioned that if such hoy is not received or kept there for 

JO the foll term of his minority, unless sooner discharged by the 

I 1 trustees as provided in section six. or released on probation 

r 2 as provided in section nine, he shall then suffer the punish

r 3 ment provided by law, as aforesaid, as ordered by the court 

I4 or justice; hut no boy shall be committed to said school who 

15 is deaf and dumb, non compos, or insane.' 

Sect. 2. Section 20 of Chapter r 44 of the Revis eel Statutes 

2 is hereby amended by striking out the word "six" in the 

3 srconcl line of said section, and inserting in the place thereof 

4 the ,rnrd 'nine,' and by striking out the wore! ''sixteen" in the 

.=; second line of said section, and inserting in the place thereof 

6 the word 'seventeen,' so that said sectinn as amender! shall 

7 read as follows: 

· Sect. 20. .\ parent or guardian of any girl between the 

2 ages of nine anc! seventeen years, the municipal officers. 

3 or any three respectable inhabitants of any city or town, 



SENXfE-No. 309. 3 

4 where she may be found, may complain 111 writing to the 

5 judge of probate or any trial justice in the county, or to the 

6 judge of the nmnicipal or police court for such city or town, 

7 alleging that she is leading an idle or vicious Ii fe, or has been 

8 found 111 circnmstances of manifest clanger of falling into 

9 habits of vice or immorality, ancl request that she may be 

10 committed to the guardianship of the officers of said school. 

II The judge or justice shall appoint a time ancl place of hear-

12 ing, and order notice thereof to all persons entitled to be 

I 3 heard, ancl at such time and place, may examine into the 

14 truth of said allegations, and if satisfactory evidence thereof 

15 is adduced, and it appears that the welfare of such girl re-

16 quires it, he may order her to be committed to the cnstocly 

17 and guardianship of the officers of said school during her 

18 minority, unless sooner discharged by process of law. All 

19 precepts issued in pursuance of this section may be execute:\ 

20 by any officer who may execute civil process; and the fees of 

2 r j uclges of municipal and police courts, trial justices and offi-

22 cers shall be the same as for similar services in civil cases, 

23 and, when not otherwise provided for, shall be auclitecl by 

24 the county commissioners and paicl from the county treas-

25 ury.' 

Sect. 3. If, in the opinion of the Trustees of Juvenile In-

2 stitutions, any girl, under the guardianship of the State 

3 School for Girls, or who may hereafter be committed thereto, 

4 who has attained the age of sixteen years, is incorrigible, 

5 they may certify the same on the original mittimus and have 
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6 it signed by the president or secretary oi the Board of 'fnis-

7 tees in behalf of said Trnstees; 11·hereupon said girl shall be 

8 transferred from said State School for Girls to the Reform-

9 atory for \ Vomen, together with the original mittinms arnl 

10 certificate thereon. lt shall be the clnty of the officers of the 

1 I Reformatory for \Vomen to receive any girl so transferred, 

12 and the remainder of the original commitment shall he 

13 executed at the Reformatory for \Vomen. After said trans-

14 fer has been made, the rights and duties of the Trustees of 

15 Juvenile Institutions over and toward said girl shall cease. 

16 and the rights and duties of the Trustees of the Reformatory 

17 for \Vomen shall be the same as in case the girl had been 

I 8 originally committed to said Reformatory. Any part of 

19 Chapter 144 of the Revic,ed Statutes inconsistent with this 

20 section is hereby repealed. 

Sect. 4. Any boy now under the guardianship of the State 

2 School for Boys, or who may hereafter be committed there. 

3 "·ho is feeble minclecl, or who, after his commitment, beco1111.; 

4 feeble minded, or any girl now under the guardianship of the 

5 State School for Girls, or who may hereafter be committC'l 

6 there, who is feeble minded, or ,rho, aft<:>r her commitment, 

7 becomes feeble minded, may be transferre(l by the Trnstc<:>s 

8 of Jnyenile Jnstitntions to the :\Jaine School for the FcclJk 

9 ).[imlccl. Tn such C.\'Cllt the Trustees of Jm·enile In.,titn-

10 tions. by their prc,idcnt or secretary, shall endorse on the 

I r original mitti1111h the fact that the hm- or girl is frclJlc 

12 mindecl, and attach thereto a ccrtii'1catc trnm a n:g11lar prac-



SE>IA'l'E-Xo. 309. 5 

13 ticing physician within the state certifying that the boy or 

14 girl is feelJle minclell, and shall obtain from the Superintend-

15 ent of the said School for the Feeble :\Iinclecl a certificate 

16 stating in substance that such boy or girl will be received 

I 7 under the provisions of section fifty-one of Chapter one 

T 8 hundred and forty-five of the Revised Statutes. 'l'hen upon 

19 the delivery of the boy or girl to the officers of the :\Jaine 

20 School for the Feeble :\Iin<lecl, together ,vith the original 

2 r mittinms and certificates herein provided, it shall be the duty 

22 of the officers of the .:\Jaine School for the Feeble Minded 

23 to receive such hoy or girl, and thereafter the Trustees of 

24 Juvenile Institutions shall cease to have any authority over 

25 such hoy or girl, and the hospital trustees shall have the same 

26 authority over said boy or girl as they would have if he or 

27 she had been original1y committed to the :\Iaine School for 

28 Feeble :\Iinclerl. 

Sect. 5. ~-'ny hoy now under the guardianship of the State 

2 School for 1 \oys, or \\·ho may hereafter he committed there. 

3 \\'ho is insane. or who, after his commitment, becomes in-

4 sane, or any girl 110\V under the guardianship of the State 

J School for Cirb, or who may hereafter be committed there, 

6 \\'ho is insane, or \1ho, after her comrnitrne11t, becomes in-

7 sane. may be transferred by the Trnstees of Juvenile Insti-

8 tutions to either of the State Hospitals for Insane. Tn such 

9 cwnt the 'l'rns1ec~ of Junni\c Institutions. hy their prc,i-

1o clent or secretary. sha11 endorse (J\1 the original mittinrns the 

11 fact t11at the 1,oy ()1" gid is insane and attach thereto a ccrtil1-



!2 cate from a regular practicing physician \l'ithin lllc st;;tc. 

13 certifying that the boy or girl is insane. Upon the delivery 

q of the boy or girl to the officers of either of the State Hos-

15 pitals for Insane, together ,vith the original mittimus and 

16 certificates herein provided, it shall be the duty of the offi-

17 cers or either of the State llospitals for Insane to receive 

18 such boy or girl, and thereafter the 'frnstees of Juvenile In-

19 stitutions shall cease to have any authority over such boy or 

20 girl, and the hospital trustees shall have the same authority 

21 over said boy or girl as they would have if he or she had 

22 been originally committed to either of the State Hospitals 

23 for Insane. 

Sect. 6. Section 29 of Chapter 1 r 7 of the Revisecl Stat-

2 utes is hereby amended by striking out the words "one thou-

3 sand'' in the second and third lines of said :section, and in-

4 scrting in the place thereof the words 'fifteen hundred,' so 

5 that said section as amended shall read as follows: 'Section 

6 29. The superintendent of the State School for Boys shall 

7 receive an annual salary of fifteen hunclrecl dollars.' 

Sect. 7. Section 25 of Chapter 137 of the Revised Stat-

2 utes is hereby amended by striking out the words "or the 

3 State School for Boys" in the second and third lines of said 

4 section, and hy striking out the words "and may not fix a 

5 definite term in said State School for Boys'' in the fourth 

6 ancl fifth lines of said section, so that said section as 

7 amended ~hall read as follows: 

'Sect. 25. \\'hen any person shall be convicted of cnme 
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2 the punishment for which prescribed by law, may he im-

3 prisonrnent in the state pri;;on. the court imposing sentence, 

4 sh:ill not fix a definite term of imprisonment in said state 

5 prison. hut shall or may fix a minimum term of imprison-

6 ment, ,vhich shall not be less than six months in any case. 

7 The judge shall at the time of pronouncing such sentence 

8 recomrnencl ancl state therein what. in his judgment, woulcl 

9 he a proper maximum penalty in the case at bar not exceecl-

IO ing the maxinrnm penalty provided hy la,v. and the penalty 

I 1 so stated shall he the maximum sentence in such case. He 

I 2 shall before or at the time of passing such sentence ascer-

13 tain. by examination of such prisoner on oath, or otherwise, 

14 ancl in addition to such oath, hy such other evidence as can 

rs he obtained. any facts tending to indicate briefly the cause 

16 of the criminal character or conduct of such prisoner. which 

17 facts. arnl such other facts a,; shall appear to be pertinent 

18 in the case. he slnll cau,:e to he entered upon the mimttes, 

19 of the court.' 


