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SEVENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE 

SEN" .A_,.rE NO. 346 

In Senate, Jlarch 13, 19£5. 

Reported by Senator Walker from C 0111111ittee on Legal A f

f airs and ordered printed 1111der joint rules. 

T17. E. LAWRY, Sesretary. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND NINE 
HUNDRED AND FIFTEEN 

AN ACT to provide aid for :Mothers with Dependent Children 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 1Vfai11c, as follows: 

Section r. In every city and town the Overseers of the 

2 Poor shall, subject to the provision hereinafter contained, 

3 render suitable and adequate aid to any mother residing in 

4 their city or town with a dependent child or children under 

5 the age of fifteen years, who is in need of, and desires, such 

6 aid to enable her to maintain herself and chilclreh in her 

7 home and who is a fit person to bring up her children. 

Sect. 2. The amount of the aid which shall be rendered by 

2 the Overseers to such mother shall not exceed the value of 

3 five dollars a week, to a mother having but one child, 
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4 under the age of I j. and forther payment to the value of tm) 

5 dollars a ,veek for each additional child. provided that the 

(i total amount of aid furnished to a1w one 1'amily shall not 

7 exceed tweh·e dollars. 

Sect. 3. .--\ny such mother needing and desiring sucl; ai() 

2 may apply therefor personally or by letter to the Stak 

3 Board of Charities and Corrections, hereinafter called the 

4 Board. The Doarcl shall thereupon cause the applicant to 

5 fill out and sign an application blank, or shall fill out the 

6 same from information furnished by the applicant ancl nm:e 

7 it to be signed by the latter, in which shall be stated. 1.rst. 

8 the name of applicant, and that of her husband, the time and 

() place of her marriage .and whether her husband is livin~· or 

ro deceased: second. the names and ages of her children: third. 

r I her present residence and address. the length of time she 

r2 has been a resident of this state. and where she has resided 

13 therein; fourth. the nature and amount of any property 1os-

14 sessed by herself, her husband, if living·. and her children. 

15 and the extent and sources of her income and theirs: fifth, 

16 the names and addresses of her near relatives and those of 

17 her husband. and of one or more persons to whom reference 

18 may be made for information: sixth, a statement that the 

19 applicant will agree to employ all aid received by her urcler 

20 this act solely for the support of herself and her chilc ren 

2 I under the age of T 5 years. and their proper upbringing in 

22 her home. 
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Sect. 4-. \\.hen such application has heen made to the 

2 lloarcl, it shall at once notify an agent for the protection of 

3 children within the county where the applicant resides. by 

.+ furnishing such agent with a copy of said application blank 

5 so filled out, and the Overseers of the city or t0\n1 where 

() the applicant is residing. and said ( )verseer and said agent 

7 shall therenpon each promptly make careful investigation by 

8 personally interviewing the mother in her home, looking up 

9 her references, and pnrsuing snch other sonrces of informa-

10 tion as are available, for the purpose of determining, first, 

I I the truth of the statements contained in her application; 

12 second, whether she is a fit person to bring np her children, 

13 and whether the inmates and surronnding·s of her honsehold 

q are such as to render it suitable for her children to reside at 

Ij borne; third, ,,·hether, under all the circumstances, consid-

1(J ering her own re.~onrces and the ability of any rnernher of 

17 her family to contribute to her support and the possibility 

18 of compelling contributions to be made for that purpose hv 

f(J any person under obligation so to do.~-such mother is 111 

20 need of aid under the provisions of this act and if so, 111 

21 ,,·hat amount. 

Sect. 5. Said ( lverseers and :\gent shall thereupon em-

2 body the results of their investigation in a brief report, tn 

3 the Board and if they agree that the applicant is entitled to 

4 receive such aid, and as to the amount of the same, the 

5 Board shall then notify the city or town to pay to said appli

(i cant weekly the amount determined upon. If, hO\Yever, said 
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7 Overseers and Agents fail to agree as to whether the appli-

8 cant is entitled to aicl, or as to the amount of the same, each 

9 shall thereupon file with the Board, a copy of their said re-

10 port concerning the results of their investigation and their 

11 recommendations thereon, and the said Board shall there-

12 upon determine all matters in (1nestion, and communicate in 

13 writing its decision to said Overseers and Agents, and if 

I4 the applicant is held by the Board to be entitled to aid. it 

T 5 shall fix the amount thereof, and the city or town sl:all 

16 thereupon pay the same in money or its value to the appli-

17 cant pursi.tant to said decision. 

Sect. 6. Said Overseers and Agents shall keep a record of 

2 all applicants investigated, and shall visit or cause a visit to 

3 be made by some agent in their behalf at the home of each 

4 mother being thus aided, and see that her children are actu -

5 ally living with the mother in her home, and observe the 

6 conditions of the home and family, and make and keep ~ 

7 record of such visit and any facts observed which hear upon 

8 the necessity or advisability of the continuance of aid whid1 

9 is being rendered, and report the same to the Board regu -

IO larly. If, at any time, either the Overseers or said Age it 

11 shall be of the opinion that such aid ought to be discontin-

12 nee! such opinion shall be comnrnnicated by the Overseers :o 

13 said Agent, or by the latter to the Overseers. as the ca~;e 

14 may be, and, if the Overseers and Agent agree in the matter. 

15 they shall report their recommendations to the T\c,~nd. an:! 

16 the latter shall decide. 



SENATE-'.\Jo. 346 5 

Sect. 7. The pro,,isions and benefits of this act shall apply 

2 to all mothers and their dependent children, whether or not 

3 they or any of them may have a settlement in this State who 

4 shall have resided in the State not less than two years. No 

5 mother, or any of her children shall acquire a settlement or 

6 be in process of acquiring settlement while receiving aid, 

7 nor be deemecl a pauper by receiving such aid. 

Sect. 8. In any case, when application for aid hereunder 

2 is made by a mother who has a husband living, who is able 

3 by means of his property or labor to contribnte to her sup-

4 port and that of her children, but who wilfully neglects or 

5 refuses so to clo. or who has deserted her and her children, 

6 it shall be the duty of the Overseers or Agent to whom such 

7 application is made to make complaint to the proper authori-

8 ties within their County, am! endeavor to compel such lrns-

9 band to contribute to the support of his said wife and chil-

IO clren, under the provisions of Chapter forty-t\vo of the Puh

l I lie Laws of H)07, hut this shall not prevent immediate tem-

12 porary relief being given tmcler the provisions of this act 

T 3 when necessary while such proceedings against said bus band 

14 are being hacl. 

Sect. 9. The Roard shall have general supervision over 

2 the administration of the provisions of this act, and shall 

3 prescribe appropriate forms for applications. reports anc1 

4 other proceedings reqttire<l by the act: said Board shall keep 

5 a record of all cases reported to it hereunder, and action tak-

6 en by it in relation to the same: and shall keep on file all re-



7 ports made to it by ( h·erseers or c\gents: it shall see ·:hat 

8 families aided hereunder are visited as herein required. an:! 

9 shall have access to any records of the Overseers of the 

IO Poor or said .\gents relating to any proceedings hereunder. 

11 [n order to aid said Hoard in determining any questions pre

J 2 sented to it for decisions by the Overseers or .\gents, under 

13 the provisions of this act, it may in addition to their reports. 

14 make further investigation in such manner as it may dt:em 

15 best. and shall have embodied a statement concerning the 

16 ,vork clone hereunder in its Annual Report . 

. -\11 expenses of investigation by said .-\gents or said Board 

18 under this act shall be paid out of the appropriation made hy 

t{J the State for the purposes of this act. For their servi:cs 

20 rendered under this act, said agents shall receiye their ac-

21 tual expenses. and the sum of $2.50 per diem for every day. 

22 and at the same ratio for every part of the day in 1d1 ich 

23 they are engaged in making such i11Yestigations or ,·isits, or 

24 performing their duties under the act. Their bills for se·,·-

25 ices shall be rendered CJllarterly to the Board, and \\·hen 

26 pas~ecl upon and approver] by the latter and the Stat;:, 

27 .\uditor. shall he paid by the State Treasurer. 

Sect. IO. .·\ny city or town rendering aid. under the pro-

2 visions of this act. shall be reimbursed hv the State for 011e-

3 half of the amount given after approval hy the Board a 1rl 

4 State .-\uditor of the bills of said city or town for aid ,,o 

:, rendered. T f the mother so aided has no settlement, the cit.1· 



(i or town shall be reimbursed for the total amount of the aid 

7 given after approval of the bill by the Doard and State . .\u-

8 ditor, as aforesaid. i If the mother so aided has a law fol 

9 settlement in another city or town, the amount of such aicl 

IO rendered may be reco,·ered by the city or town giving it in 

1 r an action against the city or town liable therefor, provide(! 

r 2 the city or town so liable was notified in accordance with 

r 3 Chapter 27, Section 37 of the Revised Statutes of 1903, or 

14 against the kindred of the mother and children so aided in 

15 the manner provided by said Chapter 27, Section 37. 

Sect. r r. For the purpose of reimbnrsing the cities or 

2 towns as provided in the foregoing section and paying for 

3 the services of the agents for the protection of children. and 

4 the expenses of saicl agents and the Board in connection 

5 with the ,rnrk required to he clone by them under this act. 

6 there shall he appropriated from the State Treasury the sum 

7 of $15,000 annually for the first two years during which this 

8 act is in operation, and if any amount in excess of $r 5,000 

9 is necessary it shall be paid from fonds not otherwise ap

ro propriated. 

Sect. 12 .• .\11 acts and parts of acts inconsistent herein are 

2 hereby repealed. 


