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SEVENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE 

HOUSE NO. 529 

Honse of Representatives, Jfarch -/-, 19 r =, 

Reported by JJr. Peterson from Committee on , 1gricult11rc, 

and ordered pri11tcd under joint rules. 

C. C. HART/'EY, Clerf,. 

STATE OF MAINE 

RESOL YE, for the Completion of the Purchase of the Farm 

ancl the Erection of Buildings thereon of the D'arm Purchased 

"L'nder the Provisions of Chapter 190 of the Private ancl e 
Special Laws of 1913 for the purpose of Scientific I1westi

gations in Agriculture in Aroostook County. 

R cso!c•ed, that there be and hereby is appropriated thirteen 

2 thousand dollars for the completion of the purchase of the 

3 farm and the erection of buildings thereon of the farm pur-

4 chased under the Provisions of Chapter 190 of the Private 

5 and Special Laws of 1913, for the purpose of scientific 111-

6 vestigations in agriculture in Aroostook County. 





Rcsoh'e, for the Completion of the l'urchase of the Farm all(l 
the erection of buildings thereon of the: Farm pnrchased 1111-

cler the l'rovisions of Chapter ICJO of the Private ancl Special 
La,Ys of 1<;r3 for the pnrpose of Scientific Jnvestigation,.; in 
.\griculture in ,\roostook County. 
Dy Chapter 190 of the Public La'.\·s of 1913 the lcgi:obtnre 

of l\Iaine prm·ided for scientific im c,,tigation in agricult111"e iP 

c\ roostook County as follm,·,.;: 
By saic\ Act a farm w:1s to be purchased for certain im·esti

gations, which has been done by the committee selected for 
that pnrpose. ;\fter a full i1westig:1tinn and examination the 
committee bought a farm in Presque Isle. ·well adapted to the 
purpose of said 1\ct. and said farm contained a large barn. hut 
no other buildings. Snitable lmilclings have since been erected 
since purchase of farm. and the amount of appropriation by 
said _;\ct has been paid, and there is now due on the pnrchase 
price of said farm and the erection of buildings the amount of 
$ r ;:;,ooo, and the State ought to own said farm free from all 
claims and incnmbrances, ancl saicl appropriation ought to be 
made to complete tl1e purchase of saicl farm, hnilclings, etc. 



S'l'ATE.i\lE>JT OF FAC'l' TU ACCU;\Il_)A.\JY RESOL\'E 
FOR THE CO_;\ff'LETIOi\'" OF THE PL.RCHASE OF 
THE FARi\I AKD THE EREC'l'IO~ OF Dl.JlLDIKGS 
TllERE02\ OF 'J'HE F:\Rl\I PCRCHASED -CNDER 
THE PROVJSIUi\'S UF CHAPTER 190 OF THE FRI
\',\ TE 1\\TD SPECL\L LA \VS UF I<Jl3 FOR THE PUR
POSE OF SClEi"iTTFIC IK\'ESTJGATIONS I.I'\ AGRI
CL'LTL'RE I\' "-\ROOSTOOK COL.NTY. 

The Legislature of 1913 ( Chapter 190 of the Private and 
Special Laws of 1913) appropri;itecl $10,000 for the purchase, 
e(g1ipment, and maintenance for the years 1913 and 1914 of an 
experimental Fann in Aroostook County, said farm to be under 
the management of the Maine Agricultural Experiment Sta
tion. 'l'his action was brought about by a bill introduced at 
the instance of the Aroostook County Pomona Grange asking 
for $20,000 for the purchase of a farm and $10,000 a year in 
favor of the :\laine /\.g-ricnltural Experiment Station for con
ducting scientific investigations thereon suited to the conditions 
and needs of the agriculture of .\roostook County. A commit
tee uf seven ,yere 11a1nicl in the act to serve as a committee on 
purchase ,,·ith prl\\·er to decide how ihe $ro,ooo should be ex
pended. 

1\t the first meeting of the committee, held with representa
ti,·cs of the .\roostook Pomona Crange and other citizens of 
the county interested in its agriculture present, it became evident 
that: Such a farm as the needs of the county demanded must 
be located so as to be readily accessible to the citizens; it must 
haye a soil representing the typical soils of the county; it must 
be of sufficient size so that \\·hen new varieties of plants were 
produced there 1yonlcl be sufficient acreage to produce these 
quickly in large amounts; and that it must have acreage suffi
cient to furnish land needed by the l·nited States Department of 
"-\g-riculture in ihe studies upon potatoes it is conducting ~nd 
proposes to conduct in years to come in Aroostook county. This 
meant a farm of 100 to 1 so acres of cleared land with good po
tato soil. so near to a railroad th~t it could be readily reached. 

After extended corre,,pondence with citizens of the county, it 
was evident to the committee at its second meeting that the 



HOUSE-No. 529 

sum appropriated was inadequate to purchase a suitable farm, 
even if nothing were set aside for improvement and mainte
nance. The committee were about to prepare a report to the 
Covernor that they could not carry out the provisions of the 
act, when they were approached by representative citizens of 
Presque lsle who said that if the farm were purchased within 
the limits of the town of Presque Isle that they stood ready to 
provide for the funcls necessary to snpplement the act and thaf 
they would free the committee from the responsibility of tak
ing· the matter to the next legislature for further action. This 
proposition \Vas discussed in full by the committee at its third 
meeting. \\'hen brought to vote by roll call five members of the 
committee voted to act in accorclance ,vith the offer of the citi
zens committee and two voted against. The two in the minority 
accepted the will of the majority ancl acted with them in all 
subsequent actions taken hy the committee. After careful in
vestigation, the Creenwood farm (now callecl Aroostook Farm) 
situated on the Bangor and , \roostook Railroad, with a nearby 
siding, and on t11e higlrn-ay from Presque Isle to Houlton, about 
one ancl one-half miles from Presqne Isle village, was selected 
and pnrchased. The farm contains 275 acres, about half of 
\\-hich is cleared and the remainder in timber. It has upon it a 
quite ne,Y barn, 50 by 100 feet, with a high basement contain
ing potato storage. The barn was lmilt at a cost of about. 
S5,ooo. The house had been burned and the citizens commit
tee agreed to provide the funds for the erection of a suitable 
house at a cost of $3,000. The price paid for the farm was 
$20.000_ Dnring the winter of J 914 the rough lumber for the 
house was cut upon the farm. During the summer a house was 
erected at a contract price of $3,000, which was paid by the 
citizens committee. The total cost of the property is without 
interest $23,000. Of this, $10,000 , 0vas paid by the State and 
a clee<l for an undivided half was given to the State of the 
farm and buildings and the property was turned over to the 
management of the Maine Agricultural Experiment Station as 
provided in the act. The object of the resolve of which this is 
the statement of fact is to appropriate the $13,000 needed to 
complete the purchase and have the whole farm deeded to the 

State. 




