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SEVENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

SENATE NO. 424 

In Senate, Jl!larch 3, r9r3. 

Reported by Senator D ntton from Committee on Judiciary 

011d ordered printed under joint rztles. 

W. E. LAWRY, Secretary. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND NINE 
HUNDRED AND THIRTEEN. 

Resolution to correct certain errors and omissions which appear 

in Chapter 72, entitled "An Act to provide a charter for the 

City of Gardiner", of the Private and Special Laws of 1911, 

as printed in the Yolume of the Laws of the State of Maine 

for 1911. 

WHEREAS in the publication of Chapter 72 of the Pri

vate and Special Laws of 1911, entitled "An Act to provide a 

charter for the City of Gardiner" as it appears in the published 

laws of the State of Maine of 1911, there was omitted from 

section 25 of said law after the word "ordinance" and before 

the word "to" in the 29th line the words following: 

"To the qualified voters of the city at the next annual city 

election. 



SE;\:ATE-No. 424. 

The votes upon such ordinance, submitted as aforesaid, 

shail be taken b:, ballot in answer to the question: 'Shall the 

ordinance ( stating- the nature of the same) be passed?' which 

sl1 al! b: printed on the ln!lots after the list of candidates, if 

tl;ere be a1:y. If a majority of the qualified voters voting on 

the proposed ordinance shall vote in favor thereof, it shall there

epon become a Yalicl ancl binding ordinance of the city, subject 

to any provision of statnte la,v relative to approval, publication 

or notice, and no such ordinance passed as aforesaid by the city 

council, upon petition as aforesaid, or ,vhich shall be adopted as 

Jforesaicl Jt Jny such regular or special election, shall be re

l ea led er amenclcd except by the qualified voters of the city 

voting at any election not specially called for the purpose. 

Any number of ordinances requested by petition as afore

said may be voted upon at the same election in accordance with 

the provisions of this section, but there shall not be more than 

one special election in any period of six months for that pur

pose. 

The city council may submit a proposition for the repeal of 

any such ordinance. or for amendments thereof, to be voted 

upon at any succeeding annual city election; and should such 

proposition so submitted receive a majority of the votes cast 

thereon at such election, the ordinance shall thereby be repealed 

or amended accordingly. 

The Yotes upon such repeal or amendment at an annual 

city election shall be taken by ballot in answer to the question : 

'Shall the ordinance ( stating the nature of the same) be re-
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pealec!, or amenc!ecl ( stating the nature of the amendment) :' 

which shztll be printed on the ballots after the list of candidates 

if there be any. 

The city council may also snbmit any ordinance proposed 

by then, tG the qu:tlified Yoters at any annual or special city 

election, to be voted on by ballot at s~1ch election, and the man-

1,cr in wl1ich such an ordinance shall be submitted to the YOters, 

z,.11(1 tLe for;n in y;hich the q,:csticn shali be printed on the offi

cial ballots sh;:,_]l be as prescribed for ordinances submitted by 

petition, and an,enclments or repeals submitted by the city coun

cil as aforesaid. 

1.Yhe:Ecver any such ordinance or proposition is required by 

tl1is act to be st,brnitted at any election as aforesaid the city clerk 

chall ca'..'sc it to be published twice in one daily newspaper pub· 

lishcl in the c:.cicl city, if there be any, ancl in the nearest claily 

nc,·:spapcr published in Kennebec County; such publication to 

be Il-'Jt more than t,wnty nor less than fi,·e clays before the sub

mission of the orclin:.cnce or proposition to be voted on. 

Petitions t,ncler the prm·isions of this section may cor:sist 

of one or more distinct papers. In each of such papers the 

orclin;mce, the passage of which is requested, shall be set forth 

or referred to, and all such papers filed in any one clay in the 

office of the city clerk shall be considered parts of . the same 

petition. Such petitions shali be signed, sworn to as to signa

tures, examined, re-examined, presented," and 

\\'HEREXS sc::tion 25 in said act shonlcl have read as fol

lo,Ys: 
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Sect. 25. If a petition, signed by a number of the Yoters 

of the said city qualified to rnte at city elections equal to at least 

twenty-five per cent. of the aggregate number of votes cast for 

candidates for mayor or alderman at the last preceding annual 

city election at which a mayor or alderman was elected, but not 

less than two hundred and fifty such voters, and requesting the 

city council to pass an ordinance therein set forth or referred 

to, shall be filed in the office of the city clerk, the city council 

shall, provided that the said ordinance be one which the city 

council shall, after this act takes effect, have a legal right to 

pass, (a) pass the saicl ordinance without alteration, within 

tvventy clays after the city clerk has attached his certificate of 

sufficiency to such petition, or (b) forthwith, after the expira-

tion of the twenty clays aforesaid appoint a special election, un

less an election is fixed for a date within ninety days after the 

city clerk has attached the aforesaid certificate of sufficiency, 

and at such special or regular election submit such ordinance 

without alteration to the voters of the city qualified as afore

said. 

If, however, a petition otherwise like the above described 

petition, but signed by a number of such qualified voters equal 

to at least ten per cent., lmt less than twenty-five per cent. of 

the aggregate number of votes cast as aforesaid for candidates 

for mayor or aldermen, and not less than one lmnclrecl such 

voters shall be filed as aforesaid, the city council shall ( c) pass 

the ordinance therein set forth or referred to, without altera

tion, within twenty clays after the city clerk has attached the 
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aforesaid certificate of sufficiency, or ( d) shall submit the said 

ordinance to the qualified voters of the city at the next annual 

city election. 

The votes upon such ordinance, submitted as aforesaid, 

shall be taken by ballot in answer to the question: "Shall the 

ordinance ( stating the nature of the same) be passed?" which 

shall be printed on the ballots after the list of candidates, if there 

be any. If a majority of the qualified voters voting on the pro

posed ordinance shall vote in favor thereof, it shall thereupon 

become a valid and binding ordinance of the city, subject to any 

provision of statute law relative to approval, publication or 

notice, and no such ordinance passed as aforesaid by the city 

council, upon petition as aforesaid, or which shall be adopted 

as aforesaid at any such regular or special election, shall be re

pealed or amended except by the qualified voters of the city 

voting at any election not specially called for the purpose. 

Any number of ordinances requested by petition as afore

said may be voted upon at the same election in accordance with 

the provisions of this section, but there shall not be more than 

one special election in any period of six months for that pur

pose. 

The city council may submit a proposition for the repeal of 

any such ordinance, or for amendments thereof, to be voted 

upon at any succeeding annual city election; and should such 

proposition so submitted receive a majority of the votes cast 

thereon at such election, the ordinance shall thereby be repealed 

or amended accordingly. 
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The \'Otes upon such repeal or amendment at an annual 

city election shall be taken by ballot in answer to the question: 

''Slnll ~he ordinance (stating the nature of the same be re

pealecl, or a1:1enclecl ( stating the nature of the amendment) )'' 

\'-,-hich shall be printed on the ballots after the list of candidates, 

if there be any. 

The city council may also submit any ordinance proposed 

by them to the qualified \·oters at any annual or special city 

election, to be YOted on by ballot at such election, and the man

ner in which such an ordinance shall be submitted to the Yoters, 

and the form in Y-:hich the question shail be printed on the of

ficial ballots shall be as prescribed for ordinances submitted by 

petition, and amendments or repeals submitted by the city coun

cil as aforesaid. 

vVhene,-cr any such ordinance or proposition 1s required 

by this act to be submitted at any election as aforesaid, the city 

clerk shall cause it to be published twice in one daily newspaper 

publichccl in the said city, if there be any, and in the nearest 

daily newspaper published in Kennebec county; such publication 

to be not more than twenty nor less than five clays before the 

submission of the ordinance or proposition to be Yotecl on. 

Petitions 1111cler the prm·isions of this section may consist 

of one or more distinct papers. In each of such papers the 

ordinance, the passage of which is requested, shall be set forth 

or referred to, and all such f:>apers filed in any one clay in the 

office of the city clerk shail be considered parts of the same peti

tion. Such petitions shall be signed, s,vorn to as to signatures, 
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examined. re-examined, presented to the city council, shall have 

the city clerk's certificate of sufficiency or insufficiency attached 

thereto, ancl may be supplemented in the same manner as peti

tions filed under section t,venty-four. 

BE IT RESOLVED, That said act, as enacted by the 78th 

2 Legislature and signed by the Governor, be correctly re-

3 printed and published in the la,vs of this Legislature. 




