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SEVENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

HOUSE NO. 609 

House of Representatives, 'Marci rat, '19r3. 

Reported by Mr. Mitchell from Committee on Appropriations· 

and Financial Affairs, and ordered printed under joint rules. 

W. R. ROIX, Clerk. 

STATE OF MAINE 

RESOLVE in favor of the ]\Jaine Eye and Ear Infirmary. 

Rr soh•,·d, That there be anc\ herehy is appropriated the 

2 st:rn of three thousand five linnclrecl dollars to be paid to the 

3 "!\fainc Eye and Ear Infirmary for the nse of said institution 

4 for the year nineteen lrnnclrecl ancl thirteen and three thous-

5 ancl five hunclrecl dollars for the year nineteen hunc\rec\ and 

(i fonrteen for maintenance. 



STATF:\IENT OF FJ.CTS IX REG.,\RD TO THE FOEND­

JXG .-\I\D I1 I AIST--\E;I?\G THE ?IL--\D:E EYE AND 

EAR IXFJL\f.-\RY .\:'\D 'I'HE CT-L\RITA.BLE V\--ORI~ IT 

l~<flR:\IARY .--\:'\D ?HE C'F-L-\RIT.\IlLE \VORE: IT 

The '\Taine I\c ancl Lu Tnfirrnary Ys"a~ incorporated as 
prcYidecl jn tlic Re\-isecl Stzit1.1tes of ~fa!11'2, Febrna:-,T r r

1 
rS86 

r ..._J ) 

1\hich J,,1.v Jimikd its capit;i.iizatic,n to $10c.o~;o. 

In r8(1_-:- the Legi),,tilrc authorized ancl empo·i,eH,cl the 
':orporati,m foe" the purposec of it3 c;-::;anization. to receiye, 

take ;:md holcl, Ly deer!. clc:-Yi:0e. rir' ,_,then,,i,·::, prnperty, 

ancl r~=i.l, to the 2P1ount (\ r c;c~r; 111i11ion dollars .($I,-· 
COC\000 .) . 

The 1n°dica; a,1cl s1_1rr(c2l chiritaUr ser·:ices of t!1c: In­
fi,·mary are ren i,red in h',O clistinct ricp,,rtrncnts: an out-patient 
awl ;;_n in-patient department, v.·hic:'.1 ha,,e been ke:pt open for 
the n·ccption ::t11Cl treatc1cnt of the poor of the State for the 
p~:~t tv1:enty-seyen ~vear:--. 

F,Jr p2rtiCL,iars reftre,1cc shcnlrl be mac le to the amrnal re­
port which will be sent to any one upon request. 

The register sho\,·s that over 33.000 hiln been treated at 
thr [nfirrnary; that the attenclanc:e in the out-patient clep::irt­
rnent bas heen c,yer 2oc1.ooo, or an average of abm,t twenty­
five c1 clay, ::tnrl that o,:er ro,ooo operation5 hav.:: been per­
formed. inclnclin;:; oYer 1,oc10 op·~ratirms for the remm·al of 
cataract and oHr ~oo operations for th,~ renuwal of an eye, be­

sicles many operations npon the ear for tbe direct preservation 
of life. 

The Infirmary m,·m o\·er t\venty tho1;sa:1cl feet of land on 

t·,yo of the corners of the principal streets of Portlancl, on 

which arc located its principal commociius five story brick 

building ancl t\rn ~.tory addition with b;.,sernent for stores, ancl 
;i buiicling for a contagious ,,·ard, ancl the nnrses' home, all 

of which- with furnishings cost over $200,000 ancl have been 

paid for. 
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There has ]Jeer, r'licl out during tbc'C 'c,,·cnt\·-se1·en years 
under tbe heacl 0£ current cspcnses uvcr half a 11;illio

0

11 cl;liars. 
'""! ' l 1c anm1 a1 reports chow that 72.89i days of free board 

and 11 11rsin::; ha,·e IJeen gi·n:n to the pooc of our State at an 
actual co:,t to the T11 frrnar,- of Srv.oco. 

Tho 0 e who \1-c,·e ~,ble to pay -the rate,~ d arges for board 
anci nursing paid rn1iy 2bont t,Yo-thirds of its actual cost to 
the fofirmary, therefor,~. frurn these two S•)t:rces alone the 
In:;titution 1125 [.:iye;1 to the pcor of onr St::tte ovet a quarter 
of million dollars. 

· The medicd aml surgic;i_l service., g·1vei1 in connection 

,,-itli this 1\·ork, wlwn rcclrnnecl ;1t tlie 1:1i11i1m:;11 rC1.te for such 
seryices, ;11110L:nts to as n1 1_~ch 1nore, ::o Lhat the ~Iaii1c Eye and 
:E2-r Jnfirrrt~L·y (h~:-i11;~· tl~c pa-~t t1.re:1~y-.·:c,.-.::~1 :·e~:rs Le~:.; ;>\~~n in 
free hoard 2.r1..:l 1111:·::::ing·. 1·,.1i::clical 2.a."'. sl1rgi~al :ii..:1.--1-:c(·:. tJ the 
poor uf onr Sc:1t2 o\-'.:r h~tif a i-;.-LiiEcn c:oll?:.rs. 

-\Yhcn ~Jl the cuntr:bnt~o1;_s are taken i11to co:1sicle.:rati:)11 jn 
connection \\·ith thr establi.~hing-, 1nainlalnin~~- c'.nd cari"ying on 
th;,: charitable \\·ork it i" a low e~',i111;1te to plv :e it at a ;11iliio:1 
do11ars. 

The State bas contributed about one-tenth of this sum, 
;1Jrnely SJOT ,50,J, or about one-fifth the actual value of the free 
buZcrd anil 11Pr~i11g·. medical a1ill surgical services given ,Lr6:tlv 
to rhc poor cif u-:.1r State. 

For eyery dollar t\1,::: State !1as given the Infirmary has re­
tt1rned to the poor of the State in free board ;1ncl nursing-, med­
ical ancl cnrgical seryice:; to the value of five clolb.rs. 

Tbe SL,te ]1as never apprnpriatecl one dollar to\varcls pnr­
cl12.sing lancl,; or lmilcEngs for the Infirmary. 

B ist0r:: does not record another charity of the character 
anrl ma::;nituclc c,f the ~,Iaine Eye ancl Ear Infirmary without cli-
1 ect aicl fro·n the cit:,· or State in tbe p:irchase of its bnc1s and 

in rhe comtruction of its buildings. 
There lias been accurnnlatecl a permanent invested fnncl of 

about a hundred and twenty-five tbonsancl clollars, most of 
which was bequeathed to the Infirmary in the will of Mr. Ira 
Pntnarn Farrington, only the interect of 1Yhich can be used for 

current expenses. 
~\side from its cornparati-vely sma11 rental account, the in-
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come of the Infirmary is clerivecl from private donations and be­
quests, from accommodations furnished in its rooms for the 
boarding and nursing o-f private patients, and the annual appro­
priation from the State. 

Although the Infirmary has been the recipient of some 
nnmificent bequests, it must continue to depend upon a charit­
able public for a portion of the means 11ecessa1 y to continue its 
work. 

For a more extenclecl statement of facts the Board of Trus­
if:es \YOulcl respectfully refer to the Annual Report for the yea1· 

euding October rst, .1912. 




