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SEVENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

HOUSE NO. 228 

House of Representatives, Feb. 13, 1913. 

Tabled pending reference to a committee by Mr. Smith of 

Auburn and ordered printed. 

W. R. ROIX, Clerk. 

================== ===·==--~--
STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND NINE 
HUNDRED AND THIRTEEN. 

AN ACT to amend the Primary Election Law and reduce the 

number of ballots required to be printed. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Section I. Section 26 of the Direct Primary Law enacted 

2 by the people of Maine at an election held on the eleventh 

3 clay of September, 1911, is hereby amended by striking out 

4 the word "twelve" in the eighth line so that the section as 

5 amended shall read as follows : 

'Sect. 26. Except as modified or superseded by this act, 

7 and so far as the same may be necessary for the purpose 

8 hereof, and where not inconsistent herewith, the following 

9 sections of Chapter six of the Revised Statutes with all acts 

ro additional thereto and amendatory thereof, are hereby made 



Hous.E~r·J o. 228. 

Ir app,:2aDle to p,-,r;nry elections and all doings, therefor, 

L? thereat. or thereafter, for the purposes thereof ancl of this 

13 act: Sections e:leven, thirteen, sixte'cn, eighteen, nineteen, 

f-i-- t'-.Yenty, t\'i'enty··one, t,venty-t\vO, thi1·ty-six, thirty-seven, thir-

r 5 ty-cight, thirty-nine, forty, forty-one, foTty-fonr, sixty-one, 

r5 ~<:-:ty-ts;.,~o, si:-:ty-thr·::e, sixty-four: seventy-five, seventy-six 

r:~ ~o oEe 1-,::,ncfr,~,:1 botl: inclusive, one lmndred a,,cl eighteen to 

~\:ct. ~- Said Prirna,-y Election Law 1s forth er amend eel 

'S'.:'ct. 3 r. Tb ere shall be provided or furnished by the 

4 Secr:::tary of State for each voting place or precinct at which 

5 z,n ele,:tion is to be held, not less than sixty of each party 

u prin-:ary nomin::-.ting ballots for every fifty votes and frac-

7 tion of fifty votes cast by that party in said voting place or 

S precinct at the next preceding election, city, county, state 

9 or national, corresponding to the election for vvhich said 

Io primary election is to be held and for which said ballots are 

1: provided. If the city, town or plantation clerk deems that 

r2 n1')n.:: tkm the aboye number of ballots may be required by 

I 3 any party on account of an increased enrollment, he shall 

q so ce:rtif:.,,-, ·Ga oi· before the date for filing primary nomina

I 5 tion papers, to the Secretary of State, who shall add the 

r.6 1:rc,:,be:r_ so asked for to the number of primary nominating 

I 7 ballots sent to that city, town or plantation.' 



STA.TEMENT OF FACTS AND SYNOPSIS GOING 

\NITH BILL TO ''REDUCE NUMBER OF PRIMARY 

R\LLOTS.'' 

The p,·irnary law in force last June required an average of 
twenty-one times as nE,ny ballots to be printed as ,vere used. 
ancl i,1 some caces, thirty-six times as many were printed and 

sent to the different towns. 
This bill is intended to reduce the number of ballots re

cpir.ccl to be printed as far as it can reasonably be clone. It 
prc-.·ides as :11any ballots as will probably be used, and in case 
0£ :::.n:: t11,1:csi.1al enrollrnent, the city, town or plantation clerk 
c~,r, call for m0i·e ballots, which sl101.1lcl meet any condition 
'\ 1.rhi: .. .-h 111ay arise. 

The total co·st for ballots for last June primary ,vas $13,-
333 S'-+· The cost rnder this cill will be about one-fifth, ( r-5) 

or about $2,700.00. 

The tab1-'1ation celow shows how the proposed law will 
worl~ ot:t for the cliffe,·ent towns taken at random throughout 

the State. 

11 Primary Brrl!ols. 

I 

r,atlots untlrr 
,1 Election B:-dlots 

I! 
June J 7tll 191:2. Cast ~ept. 9, 1012. proposed l..P,Y. 

tinted I I 

----

User!. I 
I 

I 11 
I 8 i 8 

_; 6 I " II I 0 " 0 '-' g 0 " I 0 

0:: :;; 0:: Q "" ;,., 0:: Cl I "" 11 i Cl ' 

I I ! I rnool Anbnrn ... ... ......... ~l,'..UO mi 4flJ D1 1Wi6 131;)1 m1I 21 18GJ 300 
Augnstn. ... .. .. . . . . . . . . .... ~0,5'.20 402 

1 {i 120, 1316, 41 10, 1700 lSoO· 480 
P.!lngor. ..... . . . . . . . . . ... 

' 
;~/ .. )GO p94i 700 18-l~ 2-l:N! 28 27: 2220 20-10: 420 

l'ortlu.ncl. ...... ..... 77.:280 2807 22:10 191 47:35 545-1 i 18,5 104 5700 6000' 540 
Houlton. ... ········ .. . ..... GJSO 2;,:1! 17-1 31 4:J.J SB~li 1 2~1, 5-10 480: GO 
Topsbam. .... ....... . i 2,280 105 2~) ~! 185 1861 1 I. 2-1n 2401 G0 
,r [trren ... . ..... ..... .... . ... I 31100 761 1·42 204 2rn! ], 2' 300 300' GO 
Cherrytielcl .. .... ..... .. 2S8J lOGI 391 3 .-:)·:-s 11-5, 

;1 
11 :ioo 180, GO 

Ell ot .. Ii 2lii0 801 12 0, 1011 n-1j 240 120 . . . . . . . ' . . . . -·· 
::! 

51 
Porter ..... ..... ...... 1'4.JO 351 5 o' l.JO 5:31 1 180 120· GO 
Shirley. ... .... . .... 720 ]!1, lS 0 i-1 :JGI 

21 
I 60 GOI 

Strong .. .. .. ... ....... . .. 'I 1030 45 15 0 11~ ;)!=)I 3, 180 1001 flp 
Bristol ... ...... ······· 

II 

3GOn 9l J.j 1 
2251 

2671 

;1 
1] 300 360• GO 

Otis. -·· ...... .... .360
1 111 6 0 B 17' GO 6U 

Atllens. ... ... . ..... 1-l-l!]I 52 '.29 0 97 1 \2 I lcO 180 GO 
Bnrnllam .. ······· ... 1.J-JO 3-! 161 0 85 99 1: 120 120 Gil 

I I I I 




