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NEW DRAFT.

SEVENTY.THIRD LECISLATURE

HOUSE. No. 637

STATME OF MAINE.

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND NINE
HUNDRED AND SEVEN.

AN ACT to amend section nineteen, chapter fifty-five of the
Revised Statutes, relating to the cutting and removal of wires

and poles.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in

" Legislature assembled, as follows:

Section 1. Section nineteen of chapter ﬁfty-ﬁve of the
2 Revised Statutes is hereby amended by striking out all of
3 said section after the word “purpose” in the fourth line
4 thereof and inserting in its place the following: ‘shall file
5 a written application with the municipal officers of the city

~ 6 or town where such poles or wires are located containing a
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7 statement of the time when and the place or places where
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such cutting, disconnecting or removal is desired. Said
municipal officers shall order a hearing upon such application
and order that notice thereof be given by the petitioner by
leaving at the office of said company in said city or town a
copy of such application and of the order of hearing thereon
at least three days before the day appointed for said hearing,
but if said company has no office in said town or city, then
by mailing a copy of said application and the order of hearing
thereon to its nearest office at least three davs before said
hearing. At said hearing said municipal officers shall hear
all the parties interested and determine whether such appli-
cation shall be granted or not, and if granted, they shall order
said company to cut, disconnect or remove said wires or
poles before the date named in said application, provided the
same is at least three days after said hearing. They shall
also determine and order whether the expense of cutting, dis-
connecting or removing said wires or poles and repairing
and replacing the same shall be paid by said petitioner or
said company, or they may determine that said expense shall
be divided between said company and said petitioner in such
proportions as they may decide. If said company fails to
comply with said order of the said municipal officers,’ then
the petitioner may cut, disconnect or remove said wires and
poles, and if the whole or any part of the expense of cutting,
disconnecting or removing said wires or poles and repairing

and replacing the same shall have been ordered by the munic-
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ipal officers to be paid by said company, then the petitioner
may recover the same of said company in an action of debt.
If the company complies with the order of said municipal offi-
cers, it may recover of the petitioner in an action of debt the
whole or such part of the actual expenses incurred by it in
cutting, disconnecting or removing said wires or poles and
repairing and replacing the same as said municipal officers
shall have ordered the petitioner to pay. Whoever cuts,
disconnects or removes such wires or poles without first
obtaining such order of the municipal officers therefor in
accordance with the preceding provisions shall be fined not
exceeding five hundred dollars or imprisoned not more than
three years. For their services in connection with the pro-
visions of this section the municipal officers shall each receive
two dollars a day, to be paid by the person filing such written
application.” So that said section as amended shall read as
follows :

‘Sect. 19. Whoever desires to cut, disconnect or remove the
wires or poles of a telegraph, telephone, electric light or
street railroad company in order to move a building, alter,
repair or improve a street, bridge or way, or for any other
necessary purpose, shall file a written application with the
municipal officers of the city or town where such poles or
wires are located containing a statement of the time when
and the place or places where such cutting, disconnecting or
removal is desired. Said municipal officers shall order a

hearing upon said application and order that notice thereof



HOUSE—No. 637.

be given by the petitioner by leaving at the office of said

: company in said city or town a copy of said application and

of the order of hearing thereon at least three days before
the day appointed for such hearing, but if said company has

no office in said town or city, thea by mailing a copy of said

y application and the order of hearing thereon to its nearest

office at least three days before such hearing. At said hear-
ing said municipal officers shall hear all the parties interested
and determine whether such application shall be granted or
not, and if granted, they shall order said compaay to cut,
disconnect or remove said wires or poles before the ddte
named in said application, provided the same is at least three
days after said hearing. They shall also determine and
order whether the expense of cutting, disconnecting or

removing said wires or poles and repairing and replacing the

- same shall be paid by said petitioner or said company, or they

may determine that said expense shall be divided between

X said company and said petitioner in such proportions as they

may decide. If said company fails to comply with said order
of said municipal officers, then the petitioner may cut, dis-on-
nect or remove said wires or poles and if the whole or any
part of the expense of cutting, disconnecting or removing
said wires or poles and répairing and replacing the same
shall have been ordered by the municipal officers to be paid

by said company, then the petitioner may recover the same

: of said company in an action of debt. If the company com-

- plies with the order of said municipal officers, it may recover
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88 of the petitioner in an action of debt the whole or such part
89 of the actual expense incurred by it in cutting, disconnecting
9o or removing said wires or poles and repairing and replacing
91 the same as said municipal officers shall have ordered the
92 petitioner to pay. Whoever cuts, disconnects or removes said
03 wires or poles without first obtaining such order of the
94 muricipal officers therefor in accordance with the preceding
95 provisions shall be fined not exceeding five hundred dollars
96 or imprisoned not more than three years.’

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect when approved.



STATE OF MAINE.

Housk oF REPRESENTATIVES,
Augusta, March 19, 1907.
Reported by Mr. MONTGOMERY from Committee on Judiciary, and
ordered printed under joint rules. o
E. M. THOMPSON, Clerk.





