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Seventy .. first Legislature. 
SENATE. No. 232 

STATE OF MA!NEi 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND NINE 
HUNDRED AND THREE. 

AN ACT to amend section four, section eleven, section nineteen 

of chapter eighteen of the Public Laws of eighteen hundred 

ninety-one ·as amended hy chapter one hundred fifty-four of 

the Public Laws of eighteen hundred ninety-five, relating to 

returns of vital statistics. 

Be it enacted by tlze Senate and House o/ Representatives in 
Legislature assembled, as follows: 

Section r. Section four of chapter iOne hundred eighteen 

2 of the Public Laws of eighteen hundred ninety-one as 

3 amended by chapter one hundred fifty-four of the Public 

4 La\\'S of eighteen hundred ninety-five is hereby amended so 

5 as to rearl as follows : 

'Sect. 4. \Vhenever any person shall die, or any still-born 

7 child be bronght forth in this State, the undertaker, town 
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8 clerk, or other person snperintending the burial of said 

9 deceased person, shall obtain from the physician attending 

ro such bringing forth or last sickness, a certificate, duly signed, 

I I setting forth as far as may be, the facts required by section 

I2 nineteen of chapter one hnndred eighteen of the Public Laws 

13 of eighteen lmnrl.red ninety-one as amended by section seven 

14 of chapter one hundred fifty-four of the Public Laws of 

I 5 eighteen h nndred ninety-five and as further amended hereby ; 

I 6 and it shal} be the clnty of the undertaker, or other person 

17 ha ,·i.ng charge of the h~1rial of said deceased person, to add 

I 8 to said c~rtificatc the other facts required by section one of 

19 chapter on•.: hundred eighteen of the Public Laws of eighteen 

20 hnnrlred ninety-one; and having duly sig11ed the same, to 

21 forward it to the clerk of the town or ci.ty ·where ·said person 

22 died and obt8.in a permit for burial; and in case of any con-

23 tagionc: or infections disease, said certificate shall be made 

24 and forwarded immediately.' 

Sect. 2. Section eleven of chapter one hundred eighteen of 

2 the Pnhlic Laws of eighteen hnndr~d ninety-one is hereby 

3 amended so as to read e:ts follows : 

'Sect. 1 I. The clerk of every town shall keep a chronologi-

5 cal record of all births, marriages, and deaths reported to hi.rn 

r; and shall in the month of J nne, 1903, transmit ·a copy of the 

7 record of all births, marriages, and deaths occurring rl.nring-

8 t.he year of 1902 ta the State registrar, and shall thereafter 

9 annually b~tween the fifteenth and the twentieth of J am1arv 

IO send a copy of the record of all births, marriages, and deaths 

I I occurring during the year ending December thirty-one next 

12 r,reced1ng such said· report, to the 1State registrar, together 

13 with the names, residences, and official stations, of all persons 

14 who have neglected to make returns to him in relation to the 

I 5 suLJed rnatters of such records, which the law required them 

T6 to make) all to be made upon blanks to be prepared and fnr-

17 nis11ecl by thE' State registrar, and if no births, marriages, or 
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r8 dea~hs have occurred in the calendar year preceding the afore-

19 mentioned time for making his annual returns, the town clerk 

20 shall ~end to the State registrar a statement to that effect. 

21 V/henever a birth, marriage or death, required by law to be 

~2 returned to or hy such clerk is reported to, or made by him 

23 in any year after its occurrence, and subsequent to his return 

24 made hereunder, he shall make due return then..,of to the State 

2 5 registrar forthwith.' 

Sect. 3. Section nineteen, additional, to chapter one hun-

2 drecl eighteen of the Public Laws of eighteen hundred ninety-

3 one, vvhich was added thereto by sectiorf seven of chapter 

4 one htmdred fifty-four ·of the Public Laws of eighteen hun

.5 clred n~nety-:ti.vc, is hereby amended so as to read as follm,vs: 

'Sect. I~J. A physician who has attended a person clnring 

7 his las-i. illness shall within twenty-fonr hotirs after the death 

8 of said person make ::i certificate stating, to the best of his 

9 knowledge and belief. the name of the <leceased, his age, the 

IO disease of which he clier!, and the dcite nf his death, and shall 

11 either deliver it to the person s11perintcnding the burial or 

I 2 leave it with the family of the cleceased or at the said physi

I 3 cian's office where it may be obtained when called for; and 

14 a physician or midwife ,;l,tho has attended at the birth of a 

15 chjld dying immediately thereafter, or atithe birth of a still-

16 born child, shall, when requested, forthwith furnish for regis-

17 tration a certificate, statjng to the best of his knowledge and 

18 belief the fact that such child 1died after birth or was born 

19 dead. It shall be a misdemeanor for any person to make a 

20 false return fin regard to any birth or death.' 
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