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Seventy ~first Legislature. 
SENATE. 

STATE OF MAINEo 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND NINE 
HUNDRED AND THREE. 

AN ACT to amend chapter 89 of the Public Laws of 1899 

amendatory of chapter I 16 of the Public Laws of 1895 as 

amended by chapter 286 of the Public Laws of 1897 and chap

ter 206 of the Public Laws of rgor, entitled "An Act to provide 

for the Schooling of Children in Unorganized Townships." 

Be £t enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 

Legislature assembled, as follows: 

Section r. Chapter eighty--nine of the Public Laws of 

2 eighteen hundred and ninety-nine as amended by chapter two 

3 hundred and six of the Public Laws of nineteen hundred and 

4 one, is hereby further ame!1cled in section I by substituting 

5 for the words "twenty-five cents'' in the last provision thereof, 

6 the words 'forty cents,' so that said section as amended shall 

7 read as follows : 
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• Sect. I. vVhen~ver in any unorganized township in this 

9 State there shall be two or more children between the ages 

ro of four and twent~r-one years, the State superintendent of 

I I schools shall cause an enumeration of said children to be 

12 made, and returned to him, and shall provide for the school

! 3 ing of said chilclren, either by establishing a school in the 

14 township or by sending the children to schools in adjoining 

15 towns or plantations, or both, as shall by him be deemed expe

r6 client. In case any of said children are, by the State super

I7 intendent, sent to schools in adjoining towns or plantations, 

r8 said children so sent shall have the same rights in such school 

I9 as children resident in said town or plantation. Provided, 

20 however, that in case the interest on the reserve fund in any 

21 unorganized township together ·with the amount arising- from 

22 the per capita tax called for in this act, is not sufficient to 

23 provide schooling for the children of said township for at 

24 least twenty weeks in a ;.•ear, the rernainder of the expense 

25 shall be paid from the fnnd appropriated by s~ction four of 

26 this act, provided, fnrther, that no money shall be expended 

27 under this section for the benefit of any township until the 

28 inhabitants of said township shall pay to the State treasurer 

29 a sum eqnal to forty cents for each inhabitant thereof.' 

Sect. 2. Section 3 of s::lid act as amended is hereby further 

2 amended by inserting before the last provision thereof begin-

3 ning with the words "the State superintendent shall have 

4 power to supply school books, etc.," the following: 'Said 

5 agents, in the collecting of the per capita tax aforesaid, shall 

6 have the same powers and may nse the same methods as col-

7 lectors of taxes in tmvns are authorized to exercise and use 

8 for the collecting of personal and poll taxes committed to 

9 them; said agents are further anthorized to act as truant 

10 officers in their several townships, and may, in their discre

I I tion, compel the regular dailv attendance at school of every 

12 child in their township between the ages of seven and fifteen 
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I 3 years by arresting and taking to school any such child when 

14 absent therefrom; and. any parent or guardian of any such 

I 5 child or children, wilfully refusing to allow said children 

16 under his control to attend school, or opposing said agent in 

17 arresting and taking said children to school, may be prose

r8 cuted by said agent in the name of the State before the nearest 

19 trial justice, and, if fouml guilty, shall forfeit a sum not 

20 exceeding twenty do11ars for the use of the schools in the 

21 township wherein said children are resident, or shall be 

22 imprisoned for not exceeding thirty clays ;' so that said section 

23 as amended shall read: 

, 'Sect. 3. The State superintendent of schools shall have 

2 S . power to appoint agents for the several townships in which 

26 schools shall be establisl1ed nncler this act, whose duty it shall 

27 be under the direction of the State superintendent to enumer-

28 ate the pupils, assess and collect the per capita tax, employ 

29 the teacher and attend to all necessary details in connection 

30 with said schools ; for ·which work he shall be paid a sum not 

31 exceeding two dollars per day when actually employed in this 

32 duty and actual necessary traveling expenses. Said agents 

33 in the collection of the per capita tax aforesaid, shall have the 

34 same po'wers and may 1-.1se the same methods as collectors o-f 

35 taxes in towns are anthodzed to exercise and use for the 

36 collecting of personal and poll taxes committed to them ; said 

37 agents are further anthori:;;ed to act as truant officers in their 

38 several townships, and may in their discretion compel the 

39 regular daily. attendance at school of every child in their 

40 townships between the ages of seven and fifteen years by 

41 arresting and taking to schooL any such child when absent 

42 therefrom; and any parent or gnardian of any such child or 

43 children, wilfully refusing to allow said children under his 

44 control to attend school, or opposing said agent in arresting 

45 and taking said children to school, may be prosecuted by said 

46 agent in the name of the State before the nearest trial justice, 
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47 and if found guilty, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding twenty 

48 dollars for the use of the schools in the township wherein said 

49 children are resident, or shall be imprisoned for not exceed

so ing thirty days. The State superintendent shall have power 

51 to supply school books for the schools established under this 

52 act under such conditions as to the purchase and care thereof 

53 as he may deem proper.' 

Sect. 3· Section 4 of said act as amended is hereby further 

2 amended to read as follows: 

'Sect 4· For the purpose of carrying out the provisions "of 

4 this act, there is hereby appropriated the sum of five thousand 

5 dollars annually which sum shall be deducted and set aside 

6 therefor by the treasurer of State from the annual school 

7 funds of the State.' 

Sect. 4· This act shall take effect on approval by the 

2 governor. 

STATE OF MAINE. 

IN SEN .A TE1 March 61 1 H03. 

Reported by Mr. WIL80N from Committee on Education 1 and laid on 
table to be printed under joint rules. 

KENDALL M. DUNBAR, S ecrctar~·· 




