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NEW DRAFT. 

Seventy ~first Legislature. 
HOUSE. No. 416 

STATE OF M!INEe 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND NINE 
HUNDRED AND THREE. 

AN ACT additional to the act creating the Rnmford Falls 

Municipal Court. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
1,eg-islature assembled, as follows: 

Section r. Actions pending in the Rumford Falls Munici-

2 pal Court may be referred to one. referee in the same manner 

3 as in the supreme judicial court, and on report of the referee 

4 to said municipal court, judgment may be rendered in the 

5 same manner an<l with like effect as in the supreme judicial 

6 coourt. This section shall not apply to actions within the 

7 jurisdiction of Trial Justices-Fees of the referee to be ap-

8 proved by the jurl.ge, certified and paid as in the supreme 

9 judicial court. 
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Sect. 2. Exceptions may be alleged and cases certified on 

2 an agreed statement of facts, or upon evidence reported by 

3 the judge in all civil actions as in the. supreme judicial court, 

4 and the same shall be entered, heard and determined at the 

5 law term thereof as if the same had originated in the supreme 

{5 judicial court for the county of Oxford; and decisions of the 

7 law court in all such cases, shall be certified to the judge of 

8 said municipal court for final disposition with the same effect 

9 as in cases originating in said judicial court. 

Sect. 3. The governor, by and with the consent of the coun-

2 cil. shall appoint a recorder of said court, who shall be an 

3 attorney at law and duly sworn, hold his office for a term of 

4 four years, ancl shall reside in the town of Rumford or 

5 tMexico. Said recorder shall keep the records of said court, 

6 when requested so to do by the judge; and in the absence or 

7 inability of the judge the recorder shall have and exercise all 

8 the po\vers of the judge, and perform all the duties required· 

9 of said judge by law, and shall be empow·ered to sign and 

ro issue all pr0cesses and papers, and all acts as folly and with 

I 1 the same effect as the juclg-e could do were he acting in the 

12 premises: and the signature of the recorder as such, shall be 

:;:3 be sufficient evidence> of his right to act instead of the judge. 

14 When the office of the _iudge is vacant, or the judge is absent 

1 S or up able to act, the recorder shall be entitled to the fees; 

1G in 3.ll otht-r (ases he shall be paid by the judge. 

Sect. 4. In addition to such jnr1s.diction as said court no\v 

2 has by law the Rumford Falls municipal court shall have 

3 orig:nal jurisdiction concurrent ·vvith the supreme judicial 

4 court, in all civil actions wherein the debt or damage 

5 demanded does not exceed three hundred ($300) dollars, in 

6 which any dder1.dant or person summoned as trustee shall 

7 reside, or have a place of business i11 said county of Oxford, 

8 or, if not an inhabitant of the State, shall be commorant in 

9 the county of Oxford. 
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Sect. 5. v\,-hen any defendant has any attachable property 

2 within the county of Oxford and the same has been attached, 

3 said court shall have the same jurisdiction over said 

defrnclant and his property that the supreme judicial court 

has in similar cases ancl said municipal court shall order such 

service or notice as said supreme judicial court might order 

in like cases. 
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Sect. 6. If any defe-nc1ant, or his attorney, in any civil 

action in this conrt in which the debt or damage demandec; 

or claimed in the writ exceeds twenty ( $20) dollars, shall, 

on· or before the first clay 8f the first regular monthly term of 

said conrt held after the entry of said action, file in said c0urt 

a motion setti11g forth therein that he has a g,oocl defense to 

said action, a1.1.cl intends. in good faith to make such defense 

and dai'ms ::i. jury trial, and shall at the same time deposit 

with the judge or recorder of sa.id court, one dollar and sixty­

five cents ( $r.n5) for cnpies and entry in the supreme judi­

cial court, to be taxed in his cost if he prevails, the said action 

shall fonhwith be removed into the supreme judicial court 

for s2id county of Oxford and shall be entered at the next 

(•nsmng term of tlJe 5'-uprc-rne judicial court after such 

ri:moval; and the judge or recorder of said municipal court 

sha11 forthvvith caus':' certified copies of the writ, return of 

the officer and all other papers in the case to be filed in the 

clerk's office of said supreme judicial court. 

Sect. 7. The Rumford Falls municipal court shall not have 

or exercise jurisdiction in any criminal matter where the 

offense complained of is alleged to have been committed in 

any town in Oxfnn'. crmnty situated in part or in whole on 

the v.resterly side of the Grand Trunk Railroad. 

Sect. 8. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent vvith this act 

are hereby repealed. 



STATE OF MAINE. 

IN HouSE OF REPRE::;£N'fATIVE3, 

ACGCSTA, .March 18, 1!!03. 

Reported by Mr. LLTTLEFIELD of Bol.:klaud, from ComrnitteP on the 
Judiciary, and ordered printed uutler ioiut rnles. 

W. S. COTTON, Clerk 




