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Sixty-Sixth Leg~isla t11re. 

SENATE. No. 90. 

STA_rrE OF l\iAINE. • 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED 

AND NINJi~'J'Y-THREE. 

AN ACT amendatory of Chapter one hundred and two of the 

Public Laws of 1891. entitled "An Act to provide for the 

Printing and Distributing Ballots at the Puhlic Expense and 

to regulate voting for State and City Elections." 

Be it enacted by the ~enate and Ho-u8e of Representatives 
in Legislature assembled, as follows : 

SECTION 1. Chapter one hundred and two of the Public 

Laws of 1891 is hereby amended as follows: 

Amend Section 6.-By substituting therein for the word 

"twenty" the word ''thirty," and by adding the word ''and'" 

after the word 'offices' in the second line thereof, so th11t 

said section as amended shall read as follows: 

'Section 6. Certificates of nomination and nomination 

papers for the nomination of candidates for state or county 

offices and representatives to the legislature shall be filed 

with the Secretary of State at least thirty days, exclusive 

of Sundays, previous to the day of election for which the 



2 SENATE-No. 90. 

candidates are nominated. Such certificates and papers 
4/ 

for the nomination of candidates for the offices of mayor 

and all other offices in cities shall be filed with the city 

clerks of the respective cities at least seven days, exclueive 

of · Sundttys, previous to the day of such election. With 

nomination papers shall also be filed the consent in writing 

of the persons nominated.' 

Amend Section 8 by nddi og thereto the following: 'or 

slips containing the new nominations shall be printed under 

the 1irection of the Secretary of State, which may he pasted 

in proper pbce upon the ballots and thereafter shall become 

piut and parcel of ::-;aid ballots as if originally printed there

on.' So that said section as amended shall read as follows : 

'Section 8. In case a candidate who bas been duly nomi

nated under the provisions of this act, shall die before the 

day of eleution, or shall withdraw in writing, the vacancy 

may be supplied by the political party or other persons mak

ing the original n()mination, in the manner herein provided 

for such nomination; or, if the time is insufficient therefor, 

then the vacaney may be supplied, if the nomination was 

made by a coovention or caucu:3, in such manner as the con

vention or caucus bus previou::3Jy provided for the purpose, or 

in case of no sueh previous provision, then by a regularly 

elected general or exeeutive committee representing the po

litieal party or persons holding sueh convention or caucns. 

Tbe eertifieates of nomination made for supplying such va

cancy, shall state, in addition to the other facts required by 

this act the name of the original nominee, the facts causing 

the vacancy, and the measures taken i 11 accordance with tbe 

above requirements for filling the vacancy ; said certificate 

shall be accompanied by the withdrawal, if any, and 
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shall be signed and sworn to by the presiding officer or sec

retary of the convention or caucus, or hy the chair

man or secretary of the duly authorized committee, a:; the 

case may be. The name so supplied for the vacancy shall, if 

the ballots have not been printed for the office already, be 

placed on the ballots, instead of the original nomination ; or, 

if the ballots have been printed, new ballots containing the 

new nomination shall, whenever practicnhle, be furni:;hed, or, 

slips containing the new nomination shall he printed under 

the direc_tion of the Secretary of State, which may be pa:::,ted 

in proper pl:1ce upon the ballots and thereafter shall become 

part and parcel of said ballots as if originally printed 

thereon.' 

Amend Section 10 as follows: 

1st. In line thirteen thereof, after the comma following 

the word "ballot," strike out all the rnst of this sentence or 

clause of the 8e_ction and substitute the following:-

'Above each group shall he placed the name of the politi

cal party by which the candidates compi'i8i1ig such group 

were placed in nomination, or by the political designation as 

described in the certificate of nomination, or non:iination 

papers enclosed in a square.' 

2d. Strike out of said section, after the words '• blank 

space" in line twenty-eight thereof the words "at the right 

of the name of each candidate, so as to give to each voter a 

clectr opportunity to designate Ly a cross mark (X) therein 

his choice of candidates and." 

Substitute therefor the following: 

• A hove such amendment or question so as to give to each 

voter a clear opportunity to designate by a cross mark (X) 

therein,' so that said section as amended shall read as follows: 
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'Section 10. Every general ballot, or ballot intended for the 

use of all voters, which shall be printed· in accordance with 

the prnvisions of this net, shall contain the names and resi

dences of all candidates whose nominations for any office 

specified in the ballot have been duly made and not withdrawn 

in accordance herewith, and the office for which they have 

been severally nominated and shall contain no other names 

except that in case of electors of president and vice-president 

of the United States, the names of the candidates for president 

and vice-president may be added to the party or political 

designation. The names of candidates nominated by any 

party Rhall be grouped together upon the ballot. Above each 

group shall be phtced the name of the political party by 

which the candidates comprising such group were placed in 

nomination, or by the political designation as described in 

the certificate of nomination, or nomination papers enclosed 

in a square. If only one person be nominated by any party 

or under any political designation, hi~ name with the office 

for which he is a candidate shall be printed by itself under 

thP- name of such party or political designation. A blank 

space shall be left after the names of the candidates for 

each different office in which the voter may insert the name 

of any person, for whom he de~ires to vote as candidat~ 

for Emch office. \Vhenever the approval of a constitutional 

amendment or other question is su hmitted to the vote of the 

people, such question shall be printed upon the ballot after 

the list of candidates. The ballots shal I he so printed as to 

leave a blank space, above such amendment or question so as 

to give to each voter a clear opportunity to designate by a 

cross mark ( X) therein, his answers to the questions sub-
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mitted, and on the ballot may be printed such words as will 

aid the voter to do thi:, us "yes,'' "no," and the like. 

The ballot :Shall be not less than four inches in width and 

not less than six inches in length. Before distribution the 

ballots shall be so folded in marked crertses that their width 

an<l length when folded Rhall be uniform. On the hack and 

out_side, when folded, shall be printed "Official ballot for," 

followed by the designation of tho polling place for which the 

ballot is prepared, the date of the election and a foe-simile of 

the signature of the Secretary of State or city clerk who has 

caused the ballot to be printed. Except as otherwise herein 

provided, ballots shall be printed in accordance with the 

exi::;ting provisions of law.' 

Amend Section 11.-by in::,erting therein, immediately 

before the word "hooks," the word "packages," so that said 

section as amended, shall read as fo1lows : 

•Section 11. All ballots when printed shall be folded as 

hereinbefore, provided, and fastened together in convenient 

numbers 111 packages, books or blocks, in such munner 

that each ballot may be detached and removed separately. 

A record of the number of ballots printed and furni::;hed 

to each polling place shall be kept and preserved by the 

Secretary of State and the several city clerks for the term 

of one year.' 

Amend Section 12,-by changing the figures "75" therein 

to "f50." 

Also-change the wor<l ''voters'' rn line four therein to 

''votes." 

Also-strike out all of said section, after the word ''votes," 

as amended, and insert therein the following-'cast in said 

voting place at the next preceding election, city, state or 
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national, corresponding to the election for which said ballots 

are to be printed.' 

::;o that said section as amended, shall read as follows: 

'Section 12. There shall be provided for each voting place, 

at which an election is to be held, two sets of such general 

ballots, each of not less than 60 for every 50 and fraction 

of 50 votes cast in said voting place at the next preceding 

election, city, state or national, corresponding to the election 

for which said ballots are to be provided.' 

Amend Section 18 as follows: 

First :-insert the word 'presiding' before the words 

"election officers" in tbe second line of said section, and the 

words 'officer or' after the word "election" in same line. 

Second :-insert the words 'or officers,' after tbe words 

"presiding election offieer" in the first and second sentences 

of said section, and after the words "presiding election offi

cer" in the last sentence of said section. 

Third :-for the words "ballot officers," substitute the 

words 'ballot clerks' in the second sentence of said section. 

Fourth :-insert the words 'city, town and plantation' after 

the word • 'respective" in line nineteen of said section. 

So that said section as amended shall read as follows. 

'Section 18. The several city, town and plantation clerks, 

or municipal officers, shall send to the presiding election 

officer or officers of each voting place before the opening of 

the polls on the day of election one set of ballots so prepared, 

sealed and marked for such voting place, and a receipt of 

such delivery shall be returned to them from the presiding 

election officer or officers present, which receipt, with a re

cord of the number of ballots sent, shall be kept in the 

clerk's office for one y2ar. At the opening of the polls in 



AGSTlL\LIAN BALLOT. 7 

each polling place the seals of the packages shall be publicly 

broken, and the packages shall be opened by the presiding 

election officer or officers, and the packages, books or blocks 

of ballots shall he delivered to the ballot clerks hereinafter 

provided for. The cards of instruction shall be immedi

ately posted at· or in each voting shelf or compartment 

provided in accordance with this act for tbe marking of 

the ballots, and not less than three such cards and not Jess 

than five specimen ballots shall be immediately posted in 

or about the polling rooms, outside the guard rails. The 

second set of ballots shall be retained by the respective 

city town and plantation clerks until they are called for or 

needed for the purposes of voting, and, upon the requisition 

in writing of the presiding election officer or officers of any 

voticg place, the second set of ballots shall be furnished to 

such voting place in the manner above provided as to the first 

set.' 

Amend Section 21 by inserting after the words "polling 

place" in line four thereof, the following: 'and such munici

pal officers shall appoint as such clerks such persons as shall 

be recommended for such appointment by the several politi

cal party committees of the several cities, towns or planta

tions, representing the two politica: parties which at the 

gubernatorial election next preceding such appointment, cast 

the greateRt number of votes. 

Also, after the word "removed," in line sixteen of said 

section, insert the following: 'Vacancies occurring in the 

office of election or ballot ch·rks, shall be forthwith filled by 

the municipal officers in manner hereinbefore provided.' 

Also, insert in line twenty-one thereof, after the word 

"authority," the following: 'shall be present at and witness 



8 SEX.\.TE-Xo. DO. 

the counting hy the presiding election officer or officers, of 

all votes cast in such meetings.' 

Also, substitute for the word "officers," the word 'clerks,' 

wherever the word "officers" appears in said section, except 

where said lVord "officers" occurs immediately after the 

word "municipal," in the first line of said section and Ill the 

fifth from tbe last line of said section. 

So that said section as amended shall read as follows : 

'SECT. ;tl. The municipal officers of cities, towns and 

plantations voting in accordance with the provisions of 

this act, shall hiennial1y in the month of ~,fay appoint 

clerks for each polling place; and such municipal officers shall 

appoint as such clerks such pe1·sons ns shall be recommended 

for such appointment hy the several political party eommit

tees of the several cities, towns or plantations, repn•senting 

the two political parties which, at the gubernatorial election 

next preceding such appointment, cast the greatest number 

of votes. For each polling place in citie"' and towns of more 

than one thousand inhabitants four clerks, and for each polling 

pluce in plantations, and for each island ward of the city of 

Portland and for the island district of the town of Cumber

land and fol' every town of less than 1,000 inhabitants, two 

clerks shall be appoiuted. 

Said clerks shall equally represent each of the political 

parties which cast the largest number of votes in the state 

election next preceding their appointment. Each of said 

clerks shall be sworn to the faithful performance of his duties, 

and shall hold office for two years from the date of his 

appointment, and until a successor is appointed and qualified, 

or he is removed. 
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Vacancies occurring in the office of election or ballot clerks 

shall be forthwith filled hy the municipal officers in manner 

hereinbefore provi?ed. Such election clerks shall attend at 

the times and places designated for meetings in their re

spective wards, towns or plantations for the election of any 

national, state, county or ward officers, and for the deter

mination of any question submitted to the qualified voters of 

any city by lawful authority, shall be present at and witness 

the counting by the presiding election officer or officers of all 

votes cast in such meetings, and shall receive such rea:-;onable 

compensation for each day's actual service as the municipal 

officers of their respective cities, towm, and plantations may 

determine. No person shall be eligible to the position of 

election clerk in any ward, town or plantation where he 

is a candidate to be voted for. 

Two of the clerks in each polling place, one from each 

political party, shall be detailed by the municipal officers 

to act as ballot clerks. The two ballot clerks thus 

detailed and appointed in each polling place shall have 

the charge of the ballots therein and shall furnish them 

to the voters in the manner hereinafter set forth. 

A duplicate list of the qualified voters in each ward, 

town or plantation shall he prepared for the use of the 

ballot clerks, and all the provisions of law relative to the 

preparation, furnishing and preservation of check lists shall 

apply to such duplicat<.~ lists.' 

Amend Section 22 by inserting in line nineteen thereof, 

after the word "the,'~ the word 'presiding,' and after the word 

"election," in the same line, ins~rt the words 'officer or;' also 

amend said section by substituting for the words, "the 

arrangement shall be such that neither the ballot boxes nor 
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the voting shelves or compartments slmll be hidden from view 

of those just outside the said guard rail," the followmg: 

'The arrangement shall be sneh that the ballot boxes shall 

not be hidden from the view of per:;ons just outside the 

guard rail. The arrangement of the booths or voting com

partments shall he such as to present the hack or rear of such 

booths or compartments to those persons just outside the 

guard rail. So that the shelves on which ballots are marked 

shall be screened or hidden from the view of all persons 

other than the election clerks who may aid in marking 

ballots as herein provided,' so that said section, as amended 

shall read as follows: 

'SECT. 22. The municipal officers in each city, town or 

plantation, as aforesaid, shall cause the polling places 

therein to he suitably provided with a sufficient number 

of voting t-helves or compartments, at or in which voters 

may conveniently mark their ballots, so that in the mark

ing thereof they shall be screened from the observation of 

others, and a guard rail shall be so constructed and placed 

that only such persons as are inside said rail can approach 

within six feet of the ballot boxes, and of such voting 

shelves or compartments. The arrangement shall be such 

that the ballot boxes shall not be hidden from the view of 

persons just outside the guard rail. The arrangement of the 

booths or voting compartments shall be such as to present the 

back or rear of such booths or compartments to those per

snns just outside the guard rail. So that the shelves on 

which ballots are marked shall be screened or hidden from 

the view of all persons other than the election clerks who 

may aid in marking ballots as herein provided. The number of 

such voting shelves or compartments shall not be less than one 
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for every 100 voters qualified to vote at such polling place, 

and not less than three in any town, and not less than five 

in any ward of a city. No persons other than the election 

officers, election clerks and voters admitted as hereinafter 

provided, shall he permitted within said rail, except by 

authority of the presiding election officer or officer:5 for 

the purpose of keeping order and enforcing the law. Each 

voting shelf or compartment shall be kept provided with 

proper supplies and conveniences for marking the ballots.' 

Amend Sec. 23 by substituting in line five thereof, for the 

words "ballot officer," the words 'ballot clerk.' Abo in 

line ten thereof after the words 'election officers,' strike out 

the comma, and insert the words "and election clerks," so 

that said section as amended, shall read as follows: 

'SECT. 23. Any person de::,iring to vote shall give his 

name, and if requested ::-o to do, his residence, to one of 

the ballot clerks, who shall thereupon announce the same 

in a loud and di8tinct tone of voice, clear and audible, 

and if such name is found upon the check list by the 

ballot clerk having charge thereof, tie shall likewise repeat 

the said name, and the voter shall be allowed to enter 

the space inclosed by the guard rail, as above provided. 

The ballot clerk shall give him one, and only one ballot, 

and his name shall be immediately checked on said list. 

Besides the election officers and election clerk~, not 

more than two voters in excess of the number of voting 

shelves or compartments provided, shall be allowed in said 

inclosed space at one time: 

Amend section 24 as follows: 

After tbe word "mark'' at the end of line five thereof strike 

out the words "opposite the name of a party or political 
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designation·" and insert the foll<nvi ng, 'within the square 

ench,ing the name of the party group or ticket.' 

Also strike out of said Hection after the words "such party 

or designation" in line eight thereof the words ''or he may 

place such mark opposite the names of the individual 

candidates of his choice for each office to he filled, or 

he may till in the name of the candidate of h;s choice 

in the blank space provided . .,therefor and place the mark 

opposite as aforesaid, in which case-; he shall ho deemed 

to have voted only for the individual candid:1tes opposite 

who~e name he has placed such mark," and substitute there

for the following: 

'And if the voter sha11 desire to vote for any pnrson or per

sons, whose name or name:-, are not printed a:-; candidates on 

the party grnup or ticket, he may erase any name or names 

which are printed on the group or party ticket, and under 

the name or names so erased he may fill in the name or 

names of the candidates of his choice. 

Or if tlw voter does not desire to vote for a per:-;on or per

sons whose name or name~ are printed upDn the party grnup 

or tit:ket, he may era:-;e such name or nanH~s with the (•ffect 

that the ballot shall not be counted for the canclid11te or can

didates whose name:-; are so era:-;ed.' 

.Ah;o amend said section twenty-four, by in:-;erting after the 

wor<l:-i "election ofilcerH'' in the thirty-second line tlwreof, 

the words 'nor an election clerk,' and by sub.-:;tituting for the 

words "ballot officen," in the thirty-third line thereof, the 

words ·ballot clerks,' and by inserting after the word "offi

cers" in the thirty-fifth line thereof the words 'or officers.' 

So that said section as amended, shall read as follows: 

'S1wT. 24. On receipt of his ballot the voter shall forth

with, and without leaving the inclosed space, retire alone to 
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one of the voting shelves or compartments so provided and 

shall prepare his ballot by marking in the appropriate margin 

or place, a cross (X) as follows: He may place such mark 

within the square enclosing the name of the party group or 

ticket, in which case he shall he deemed to have voted for all 

the persons named in the group under Buch party or det-ig

nation. 

And if the voter shun desire to vote for any person or 

persons, whose name or n::unes are not printed as candidates 

on the party group or ticket, he may erase any name or 

names which are printed on the group or party ticket, and 

under the name or names so era8ed he may fill in the name 

or names of the candidate:-, of his choice. 

Or it the voter dues not desire to vote for a person or per

sons whose name or names are printed upon the party grnup 

or ticket, he may erase such name or names with the effect 

that the ballot shall not be counted for the candidate or candi

dates whose names are so erased. In case of a question 

submitted to the Vl)te of the people he shall place such mark 

in the appropriate margin against the an-nver which he desires 

to give. Before leaving the voting shelf or compartment the 

voter shall fold hi8 ballot without displaying the marks 

thereon, in the same way it was folded when received by him, 

and he shall kePp the same so folded until he has voted. He 

shall vote in the manner now providPd by law before leaving 

the inelosed space, and shall deposit his ballot in the box with 

the official endorsement uppermost. He shall mark and 

deposit his ba1lot without undue delay and shall quit said 

enclosed space as soon as he has voted. No such voter shall 

be allowed to occupy a voting shelf or compartment already 

occupied by another, nor to remain within said enclosed space 
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more than ten minutes, nor to occupy a voting shelf or com

partment for more than five minutes in case all of such shelves 

or compartments are in use, and other voters are waiting to 

to occupy the same. No voter not an election officer nor an 

election clerk, whose name has been checked on the list of 

the ballot clerks, shall be allowed to re-enter said enclosed 

space during said election. It shall be the duty of the pre

siding election officer or officers, for the time being, to secure 

the observance of the provisions of this section.' 

Strike out section 26 and substitute therefor the following: 

'Section 26. Any voter who shall declare to the pre

siding election officer or officers th:tt he cannot mark his 

ballot by reason of physical disability, or from inability to 

read the same, sha11 receive the assistance in the marking of 

his ballot, of two of the election clerks; such clP-rks shall 

not both represent r:me and the same political p,irty, and they 

shall certify on the outside of such ha! lot that the same was 

marked hy them, or by the voter with their assistance, and 

thereafter shall givt~ no information concerning the same. 

The presiding election officer or officers may require evNy 

voter. who applies for such assistance, to make oath to his 

inability to mark his ballot, before such clerks shall he 

directed to assist as aforesaid, and such officer or officers are 

hereby qualified to administer such oath, and no elerk sbtdl 

assist or offer to assist any voter in marking his ballot uutil 

directed so to do by the presiding election officer or officers.' 

Add the following section after section 32 of the bi II : 

'Section 33. Any election or ballot clerk who shall 

assist, or offer to assist any voter, before such clerk shall 

have been directed by the presiding officer or officers to so 

assist such voter, shall be punished by a fine of not less than 
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twenty-five, nor more than one hundred dollars or by impris

onment not exceeding sixty days fur each offense, and there

after shall be disqualified from holding the office of election 

or ballot clerk.' 

SECT. 2. This act shall take effect when approved. 
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