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Sixty-Sixth Legislature. 
HOUSE. No. 4. 

STATF~ OF MAINE. 

IN 'rHE YEAR OF OTJR LORD ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED 

AND NINE'l'Y-'l'HREE. 

AN ACT to authorize Common Carriers to sell perishable 

goods and live stock which they have transported and 

which the owner or consignee thereof neglects or refuses 

to receive. 

Be fr emwted by the Senate and Ho'Use of Representatives 
in Legislature assernbled~ a,s follow8: 

SECTION 1. \Vhen a common canie1.· has transported 

2 property of a perishable nature, which cannot be kept 

3 without great deterioration or substantial destrnction. to 

4 its place of destination, and has notified the owner or 

5 consignee of the arrival of the same, and the owner or 

6 consignee, afte1· such notice, has refused or omitted to 

7 receive and take away tbe same and pay the freight and 

8 proper charges thereon, said carrier may, in the exercise 



2 IIOUSE-N o. 4. 

9 of a reasonable discretion, sell the same at public or 

10 private sale without advertising, and the proceeds, after 

11 deducting the amount of said freight and charges and 

12 expenses of salo, shall be held for the persons entitled 

13 thereto; and if the owner or consignee cannot be found 

14 on reasonable inquiry, the sale may be made without such 

15 notice. 

SECT. 2. When a common carrier has transported live 

2 stock which can he kept only at continual expense, to its 

3 place of destination, and has notified the owner or con-

4 signee of the arrival of the rnme., and the owner or 

5 consignee after such notice has refused or omitted to 

6 receive and take away the same and pay the freight and 

7 proper charges thereon, sai<l canier may cause the same 

8 to he sold at auction to pay the freight and charges 

H thereon, including the cost of keepi11g, and the expenses 

10 of advertising and selling; and if the owner or consignee 

11 cannot be found on reasonable inquiry, the carrier may 

12 cau~e the same to he advertised and sold as aforesaid 

13 without such notice. 

Before selling any such live stock, the common carrier 

15 holding the same shall give two weeks' notiee of the time 

16 and place of sale in a newspaper pnblishell in the place 

17 where said live stock is held, if any; otherwise in a news-

18 paper pu\>lishcd at a place nearPst thereto. Said notice 

19 shall reasonably desc1·ihe said live t::itock; and the pro-

20 cc eds of sale, after dcd ucting the amount of freight aud 

21 charges, including the cost of keeping, and the cxpent::ies 
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22 of advertising and sale, shall be held for the persons 

23 entitled thereto. 

SECT. 3. All snles un<lcr the foregoing provisions, 

2 shall he reconled in a suitable hook, open to the inspection 

3 of claimants, in which the articles :-;old shall Le correctly 

4 described, and the charges and expenses thereon, and the 

5 price at which they were sold, shall be entered. 
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