
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



DOCUMENTS 

PRINTED BY ORDER OF 

THE LEGISLATURE 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE, 

DURING THE SESSION 

A. D. 1891. 

AUGUSTA: 
BURLEIGH & FLYNT, PRINTERS TO TIIE STATE. 

1892. 



SENATE. :Ko. :-n. 

STA.TE OF l\1AINE. 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED 

AND NINETY-ONE, 

AN ACT in relation to Consolidated Electrie Light 

Company of Maine. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Ho'Use of Representatives 
in Legislature assembled, as follows : 

SEC'I'ION 1. Consolidated Electric Light Com­

~2 pany of Mai1w, a corporation created and ex-isting 

:3 under the genPral laws of the State of Maine, is 

,{ hereby authorized and cmpowernl to purchase the 

o property, rights, franchisP, privih,ge.s and immuni-

16 tics of any gas or electric ]ight company now or 

'7 hereafter existing in any town or city in the county 

8 of Cumberland, upon such terms and conditions as 

9 may he mutually agreed upon; and upon such 
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10 pnrchas'"' and a transf01· and conveyance of Rame 

] 1 to said Consolidated Electric Light Company of 

] 2 Maim', it shall suect·ed to and enjoy all the rights, 

13 privilege~ and immunities now enjoyed by, belong-

14 ing to, or htreaftPr grnnted to, any snch gas or 

l;, eketric light company. 

SECT. 2. The said company is hcrt1by authorized 

2 to make contracts with the United States, the 

H State, and with corporntions and inhabitants of 

4 any <·lty or town, for the purpose of supplying 

13. light, heat and power as contemplated by this act 

6 and by the pm·po .... cs of said corporation; and the 

7 said towns or either of them, through their selcet-

8 men, or any city, through its city l'Onncil, are 

9 hereby authorized to enter into contracts with said 

10 company for such purposes, from time to time, as 

11 thPy may deem expedient. 

SECT. 3. The said company shall be liable in all 

2 cases to rflpay said towns a11 sums of money that 

3 they or either of them may be obliged to pay on 

4 any judgment 1·ecovert d against them or either of 

5 them for damages occasioned by any obstrnction 

6 or taking up or displacement of any stl'eet or way 

7 by said company, provided, however, that said 

S company shall have notice of any snit wherein 
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9 snch damages ai·e elaimcd, ancl shall be allowed to 

_ 0 ck,k·1H1 the same nt it" own ex1wnse. 

SEC'l'. 4. The E:aid company is hereby anthorizC'd 

:2 to by down and maintain in, under, through, 

:3 along and aeross the highways, wa_, s, stl'LCt~, 

,! railroads and bridges in the county of Cumber­

,5 land, and to take up, replace and repair all sueh 

i6 pipes and fixture~, and to ereC't and maintain such 

7 posts, wires and other fixtnres as may be 1wc·es~ary 

8 for the ol,jl·<-·ts of its inc:orpumtion, and may t·Hter 

9 upon and dig up any rm1d, ~treet or way in ~aid 

10 county or Cumberland, fol' the purpoFe afon,sai<l, 

11 with as little obstruction to publie travel as may 

12 be praeticablc, and may do sw·h othP-r ueccssary 

13 and proper ads as may be required for the corn-

14 pletion and maintenance of its works, provided, 

15 that said company shall, without nnne<-·essary 

16 d<.·lay, from time to time, as may be required, 

17 repair all highways, streets and ways in every part 

18 where they shall have been entered upon and dug 

19 up, and restore the same to a proper condition at 

20 its own expense', and to the satisfaction of the 

2:1 s1. lectmen of said towns or the commissioners of 

2:2 said county, whel'e Faid highways, streets and 

~l3 ways are located. 
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SECT. 5. Said company is authorized and em-

2 powered, for the purpose of carrying on the lms i-

3 ness of lighting bv electricity, cities, towns 
~ , 

4 villages, public streets, parks, buildings and 

5 places, private houses, manufactories, places of 

6 bu:-;iness, worship and amusement, cars, steam-

7 boats and vessels, in said county of Cumberland; 

8 and the business of furnishing motive power by 

9 electricity within said places and limit~; and the 

10 business of manufacturing and proving machinery, 

11 apparatus and appmtenances for the supply of said 

12 light and said powe1·; to acquire, hold and alienate 

13 rt-al and pl·rs011al estate to the amount of the capi-

14 tal stock of said cOl'porath,n; to purchase, holtl, 

15 sell and use the stock and bonds of othet· corpora-

16 tions organized or incorporated to do a business 

17 similar to its own; to build and op~rate m:rnufac-

18 tories arnl works for the providing and supply of 

19 electl'ieiLy; to construct, lay, maintain and opernte 

20 lines of wire or other material for the transmission 

21 of electricity, submarine, underground, upon. under 

22 and along and over any and all streets~ ways and 

23 pnhlic places in such manner as not to en(hmgcr 

24 the appropriate public use thereof, railroads, 

25 bl'idges, canals and lands and builcling5 of any 
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2€i individuals, society or corporation, with all neces-

27· sary posts, pipes, supports and appurtenances, 

28 and terminating at such points as may be expedi-

2H ent; and to confer this power upon licensees of 

30 said company who shall be deemed agents of said 

31 company for said purposes, but said company shall 

3:~ not be liable for the torts or negligenc~e of such 

33 licensees, nor upon contracts made by them, 

3t except as mutually agreed by said company and 

36 its licensees. 

s~oT. 6. For the erecting said wires above 

~2 grnund, and for the laying the same, or pipes 

:3 therefor, submarine or underg1·ound, and for taking 

,! up, replacing and repairing the same, said company 

:5 or its licensees in any city or town shall first obtain 

G the consent of the municipal officers thereof, aud 

7 perform said acts as directed by them; and said 

8 company or its licensees in any city or town shall 

9 repay to any c.·ity or town a11y sum of money whieh 

10 such city or tc,wn may have been compelled to pay 

] 1 on any judgment for any damage oceasioned by 

12 the aforesaid doings of said company or its licensees 

1B through defect or want of repair in the streets 

14 thereof. 

SECT. 7. Said company or it~ licensees in any 

2 city or town shall, at their own expense, without 
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3 trn11ece1:-,sa1·y delay, 1·cmove any obstructions in any 

4 street, made fol' erecting or laying the Jitws for 

5 ~m,·h purposes, and cau:-.e eal'th or pavements dis­

G tmbed to be prnperly replaC'ed. rrhey shall not be 

7 allowed to obstrnct 01· impair the use of any public 

8 01· p, i vate drain, pipe 01· sewer, but may cross, or, 

9 when necessary, drnnge the direct ion of any pri-

10 vate pipe, draiu or St.'WH in snC'h manner as not to 

11 obstruct or impair the use thereof, being responsible 

12 to the OWIH'I' 01· other pcr~on for a 1y i nj wy occa­

] :~ sio11ecl thereby. i11 an act ion on the case. 

SEuT. 8. Said company may i--ecnre its nott ~, 

2 hon<h-, or other t•vidcnees of indebtednes8 liy mort-

3 gage upon its franchi .. e and prnpe1·ty in snch 

4 amount as may be rcquir<:d for the pnrposei-, of said 

5 co1'poration, not excet·ding the amount of its eapital 

G stock. 

SECT. 9. This act shall take effect when approved. 





STATE OF MAINE. 

IN SENATE, February 3, 1891. 

On motion by Mr. 1L\LLET of Cumberland, laid on table to be printer)~ 
IH'l1(li11g reference to c, mmittee on the Judiciary in concurrence. 

KEN'DAT.L M. DUN'BAR. Secretary. 




