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Sixty-l1'iftl1- Legislature. 

:SENATE. No. 15. 

STATE OF MAINE. 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED 
AND NINETY-ONE. 

AN ACT to amend Chapter fifty-one of the Revised Statutes, 

a11<l to regulate Railrond Rates and Fares. 

Be it enacted b~q the Senate and ]louse of Representatives 
in Legislature assenibled, as follows : 

SECTION 1. The term "railroad company" contained in 

2 this act shall he deemed nnd taken to mean all corpora-

3 tions, compnnies or individuals owning or operating any 

4 railroad in this State. 

SECT. 2. All charges made by any raih-oad company 

2 for any service rendered or to he rendered for the trans-

3 portation of passengers or property in this State, ot· for 

4 receiving, delivering, stortiging or handling of such prop-

5 erty, shall he just nnd reasonable ; and every unjust and 

6 unreasonable charge for such service is hereby prohibited 

7 and declared t0 be unlawful. 
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SECT. 3. Section nine of chnpter fifty-one of the Revi::-ed 

2 Statutes is hereby nmencled so a::; to read a::; follws: 

'SECT. 9. Any railroad company doing bu~iness in this 

4 State may estuhli::;h nnd collect sueh toll::; for the trans-

5 portation of per::;ons and freight over it:, road~ in this State 

(j as the <lirecturs deem ju:-;t and re:u;onable, except as he1·e-

7 inafte1· provided; nnd shall have a lien on its freight 

8 therefor; hut upon what shall at uny time ho deemed by 

U the railroad commis:sioners a sufficient complaint by inter-

JO e:sted and re::;ponsihle parties that toll;:; are unjust and 

11 unreasouable, said commissioners muy revi:-;e and establish 

12 them, after due notice and hearing, for a 1 ime not exceed-

13 ing one year; hut the commi:::,sioners before directing 

14- ~uch a hearing shall give au opportunity to the company 

15 complained uf to reply to the charge.' 

SECT. 4. If nny railroad comp:rny shnll, directly or 

2 indirectly, by any special rate, rebate, <lrawhnek, or other 

3 device, demand, churge, receive or collect from any per-

4 son or per::ions a greater or less compensation for any 

5 service rendered or to be rendered in the transportation 

6 of passengers or property, than it charges, demands, 

,7 receives or collects ·from any other person or persons for 

8 dc>ing a like and contemporaneous service in a like kind 

8 of ·traffic, or under like conditions and similar circum-

1 O stances, such railroad company shall be g-nilty of unjust 

1 l discrimination, whieh is hereby prohihited and declared 

12 to he un lawfu 1 ; provided, however, that it shall not be 

13 construed u 11j u-,t discrimination hy 1 he trnnsportation at a 

14 less rate per one hundred pounds in car lots than is 

,15 cbnrged for freight of the 8nme kind in less than car lots. 

SECT. 5. Any railroad company guilty of unjust dis

-~ crimination, or that shall charge an unjust and unreason-
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3 ahle rate for the trnnsportation of property or passengers 

4 over any railroacl in thio State, shall be liable in damage's 

5 to the party injured in nn action upon the ca:;e. 

SECT. G. Every such ra.ilrond company shall furni:".lh equal 

2 opportuni1ies for the transportation of all pa:-s~cngen; upon 

3 any such railroad; and no railrnad colllpnny operating 

4 fifty miles of main line of railroad in thi::i State, or thnt 

5 operates in this State or any other State or country 

6 adjoining thereto, fifty miles of connecting main line of 

7 railroad, and whose annual receipts for local passenger 

8 traffic, according to its report as publi:,hed in the Railroad 

9 Commis:--ioner::i' Repol't, of this State for the yenr lSnO, 

10 shall he in exce::;t; of $1,000 per mile, shall charge or 

11 receive a rate in excess of three cents a mile for the trans-

12 portation of uny pat::isenger over twelve years of age upon 

13 any such railroad in thi::i State; and no such railroad shall 

14 charge in excess of one-half of that mm for any person 

15 under twelve _yenrs of age; nnd every such railroad shnll 

16 convey free of charge for every such passenger above 

17 twelve years of age nut exceeding 150 pounds of bngguge. 

18 and for every such pa~se11ger unde1· twelve years, not 

19 exceeding seventy-five pounJs of bnggnge ; provided, 

20 also, that no stwh railroa<l company shall be obliged to 

21 sell any ticket for a let-s sum than five cents; provided, 

22 also, that any such railroad company may charge for any 

23 ticket or passage of nny passenger paid upon its trains in 

24 exce~s of the _above rate fifteen cents for every ticket so 

25 sold upon said trains, for which it shall give a receipt. and 

26 for whieh receipt said com1~any shall refund said fifteen 

27 cents when the same is presented at any station where 

28 tickets are sold hy any such r:tilroad company. 
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Every such railroad company shall also sell a mileage or 

30 commutation ticket of not les:s than 1,000 miles commu-

31 tation upon any such railroad in this State, at the rate of 

32 two cents per mile ; such mileage or commutation ticket 

33 may be made in such form and manner as most convenient 

34 to any such railroad company. Each passenger purchasing 

35 said mifenge or commutation ticket, and travelling upon 

36 the same, shall he entitled to have transported without 

37 extra charge, 150 plmnds of baggage by such railroad 

38 company. 

'SECT. 7. To amend section 114 of chapter 51 of the 

2 Revised Statutes, so that Raid section as amended shall 

3 read as follows : 

•Section 114. A mujority of the Board annually between 

5 the first day of April and October, and at any other time, 

6 on applicntion, or whenever they think necessary, shall 

7 carefully examine the track, rolling stock, bridges, 

8 viaducts and culverts of all railroads; and shall give a: 

~ certificate thereof to the clerk of the corporation bearing 

10 the state and condition of the road and rolling ::;tock; and 

11 shall annually, in December, make a report to the Gov-

12 erno1· of their official duties, with such facts concerning 

13 said railro:ids and their rolling stock, as they deem of 

14 public int<'rest or which he may require. And they shall 

15 also nwke a report of all unjust and unreasonable tolls 

16 cltaJ'ged by any railroad company in tltis State, or of any 

l 7 un(iust discrimination in the tran,portation of property 

18 and passengers that nwy have come to thefr knowledge; 

19 they .~hall also recormnend any deduction tlwt, in their 

20 judgment, rnay be necessary for a nwre just and reason-

21 able regulation for tlte tmruportation of passengers ancl 
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22 property upon any 'railroad in this State; and all persons 

23 managing railroads shall ,qive such Board suc!t informa-

24 lion as they, at any tinrn, request.' 





STATE OF MAIXE. 

IK SEN ATE, ,Tan11ary 29, 18!)1. 

li'1·p"entetl by }Ir. HA I~ES of Kcnt1ebec at1(l Oil motio11 hy same senator, 
laitl 011 table to be printed. pending reference to the CommiLtee 011 Rail
r11:Hl,-'. Telegraphs an(l Expresses. 

KE~DALL 1\L DUN"BAH, SeCl'etary. 




