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NEW DRAFT. 

Sixty-1=1'ifth Legisla t11re. 

HOUSE. No. 272. 

STATE OF MAINE. 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED 
AND NINETY-ONE. 

AN ACT to provide for the Registration of Vital Stathitics. 

Be it enac~ed by the Senate and House of llepresentatives 
in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Secretary of the State Board of Health 

2 shall he the registrar of vit:ll statistics for the State, and 

3 shnll furnish to clergymen, and others authorized to marry, 

4 to sextons, to physicians, town clerks, clerks of the society 

5 of Friends, and to clerks of courts, n copy of this act, and 

6 suitable hlanks for recording births, marriages, deaths, and 

7 divorces, so printed, with appropriate headings, as readily 

8 to show the following facts and such others as may be 

9 deemed necessary to secure an accurate registration. 
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I. The rrcord of a hirth shall state its date and plnce 

11 of occurrence, fu II Cliris~ian and surname (if named), 

12 color and sex of child, whether living or still-born, and 

13 the full Christi.an and surnnmes, color, occupation, resi-

14 deuce and birthplace of parents. 

II. The record of a marriage shall state its date nnd 

lG place of occurrence, the name, residence, and official 

17 character of the person by whom solemnized, the full 

18 Christian and surnames of the partie ... , the age, color, 

19 occupation, and resiJence of each, the con<l ition ( whether 

20 single or widowed), whether first, second or other mar-

21 riage: an<l the full Christinn and surnames, residence, 

22 color, occupation, and birthplace of their parents. 

III. The record of a death shall stute its date, the fu l 

24 Christian and sum,11ne of the deceased, tbe sex, color, 

25 condition (whether single or married), age,, occupation, 

26 place of birth, place of death, the full Christian and sur-

27 names and birthplaces of parents, and the disease or other 

28 cause of death, so far as known. 

SECT. 2. The attending physician, accoucheur, midwife, 

2 or other person in charge, who shall attend at the birth of 

3 any child, living or still-born, within the lin1its of any town 

4 or city in thh, State. shall report to the clerk of such town 

5 or city within six days thereafter, all the fac~s regarding 

6 such birth, as required in Rection one of this act. 

SECT. 3. Every person authorized to unite persnns in 

2 marriage shall make a record of every marriage solemnized 

3 before him, in conformity with the requisitions prescrihP,d 

4 for blank records of marriages in section one of this act, 

5 and shall within six days thereafter, deliver or forward to 

6 the clerk of each town in which the mnrriage intention was 

· 7 recorded a copy of such record of marriage. 
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SECT. 4. "\Vhenever any person shall die, or any still-

2 horn child shall he brought forth in this State, the under-

3 taker, town clerk, or other pers<?n superintending the 

4 burial of said deceased person, shall obtain from the physi-

5 cian attending at such bringing forth or last :-:;ickuess, a 

6 certificate, duly signed, setting forth as fnr as may he, 

7 the facts require<l in the record of a death, according- to 

8 section one of this act; and it shall be the duty of the 

9 undertaker, or other person having charge of the burial 

10 of said deceased person, to add to said certificate the date 

11 and place of the proposed burial; and having duly signed 

12 the same, to forward it to the clerk of the town or city 

13 and obtain a permit for burial; and in ease of any conta-

14 gious or infrctious disease, t:iaid certificate shall be made 

15 and forwarded immediately. 

SECT. 5. In the ca~e of any ch•ceased per:-;on 11ot having 

2 had the attendance of a physiciau in hit:5 or he1· last siekne-.;s 

3 the town clerk may isHue and sign the certitiL:ate of death, 

4 upon presentation of such facts as may be obt11i11ed of 

5 relatives, persons in attendance upon ~mid dece:u;ed person 

6 <luring said last sickness or present at the time of death, 

7 and the permit for burial shall be issued upon such 

8 information. Said certificate and permit shall not be 

g rC1quired before hurial in cases where it is impracticable 

10 to obtain the same within a reasonable time after death, 

11 but in nll such cn3es, said certificate shall be obtained as 

12 soon tts practicnhle after death. 

SECT. n. Parents Hhnll give notice to the clerk of their 

2 city or town of the births or deaths of their children; 

3 every householder shall give notice of every birth and 

4 death happening in hit:5 house; the eldest per:;on next of 
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5 kin shall give such notice of the death of his kindred; 

Ii the kef•per of a workhouse, house of coneetion, prison, 

7 hospital, almshouse, or other institution, and the nrnster 

8 or other commanding officer of a ship, shall give hke 

9 notice of every birth or death happening among the pcr-

10 sons under his charge. 

SECT. 7. Except as provided in section 5, no interment 

2 or disinterment of the dead body of any human being, or 

3 di~position thereof in any tomb, vault, or cemetery, shall 

4 be made without a permit as aforesaid, from the clerk of 

5 the town or city, nor otherwise than in accordance with 

6 such permit. No undertaker or other person shall assist 

7 in, assent to, or allow any such interment or disinterment 

8 to be made, except as provided in section 5, until such 

~ permit has been given as aforesaid; and it shall be the 

10 duty of every undertaker or other per:son having charge 

11 of any burial place as aforesaid, who shal,l receive such 

12 permit, to preserve and return the same to the clerk of 

13 the town within six days after the day of burial. 

SECT. 8. 'lhe town or city clerk shall appoint two snit-

2 able and proper persons, in each town or city, as sub-

3 registrars, who shall be authorized to issue burial permit8 

4 based upon a. death certificate, as herein before provided, 

5 in the sume manner as is required of the town or city 

6 clerk; and the said record of death upon which the permit 

7 is issued :-,hall he forwarded to the town clerk within six 

8 days after receiving the same, and all permits by whom-

9 soever itisued shall be retumed to the town clerk as 

10 requir0d hy section seven of this act. The appointment 

11 ot isnb-registrars shall be made with reference to locality, 

12 so :1s to best suit the convenience of the inhahitants of 



13 

14 

2 

3 

4 

5 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

2 
') 

i) 

4 

f> 

G 

7 
8 

D 

10 

11 

2 

3 

4 

5 

ti 

7 

REGISTRATIO~ OF VI'rAL STATISTIC:,. 

the town, and such appointment shall be in writing and 

recorded in the office of the town or city clerk. 

SECT. 9. Town clerks and sub-registrars may issue 

burial permits to persons in contiguous towns when by so 

doing it would he more convenient for those seeking a per­

mit, but in all cases the permit shall be made returnable to 

the town clerk of the town in which the death occurred. 

8F~CT. 10. The assessor:::i shall, when taking the annual 

inventory, collect and return to the town clerk, before the 

first day of June, the hirths which have occurred within 

their respective jurh,dictions, <luring the year ending 

December 3bt next preceding, together with the names of 

such children. 

SECT. 11. The clerk of every town shall keep a, chrono­

logical record of all births, marriages, and deaths reported 

to him, and shall annually, in the month of June, trans­

mit a copy of the record of all births, marriages, and 

deaths occurring during the year ending December 31st 

next preceding such said report, to the state regi::,trar, 

together with the names, residences, and official stations 

of all such persons as have neglected to make return::; to 

him in relation to the subject matters of such records, 

which the law required them to make, all to be made upon 

blanks to he prepared and furnished hy the state registrar. 

SECT. 12. The clerks of courts for the several counties 

shall, annually, during the month ot: February, make 

returns to the regi::itrar of vital stati::itics in relating to 

libels for divorce in their re~peetive counties for the 

c:ilendar year next preceding. Such returns shall specity 

the following details: The number of divorces granted; 

and the names of the parties including the maiden name 
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8 and any other former name of female, if any, when ascer-

9 tainahle. 

SECT. 13. The state regi~trnr shall cause the returns 

2 made to him in pursuance of the preceding sections 11 and 

3 12 to be arranged, alphabetical indexes of all the names 

4 contained therein to be made, and the whole bound in 

5 convenient volumes and carefully preserved in his office. 

6 He sha1l annually make and publish a general abstract 

7 and report of the returns of the preceding year in such 

8 a form as will render them of practical utility, not more 

9 than one thousand five hundred copies of which shall be 

10 printed and bound in cloth, one copy of whi1)h shall be 

11 forwarded to every town, one copy to each senator and 

12 representative, one copy to each state and territory in the 

13 Union, nnd the remainder to such departments, libraries, 

14 and persons as the state registrar shall direct. 

SECT. 14. The sum of one thousand dollars per annum, 

2 or a8 mueb thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appro-

3 priated for printing and hinding the circulars an<l blanks, 

4 for postnge. and to defray the expenses of clerical work in 

5 carrying out the provisions of this act. 

SECT. 15. The town clerk's record of any birth, mar-

2 riage, or denth, or a duly certified copy thereof, shall be 

3 prima facie evidence of such birth, marriage. or death, in 

4 any jndicial proceeding. 

SECT. 16. If any person shall wilfully neglect or refuse 

2 to perform any duty imposed upon him by the provisions 

3 of this act, he shall be fined not more thau one hundred 

4 dollars for each offence, for the use of the town in which 

5 the offence occurred, and it shall be the duty of the state 

6 registrar to enforce this section as far as comes within his 
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7 power, and when the state registrar knows, or has good 

8 reason to believe, that any penalty or forfeiture under 

9 this act has been· incurred, he shall, at his discretion, 

10 forthwith give notice thereof, in writing, to the county 

11 attorney of the county in which said penalty or forfeiture 

12 has occurred, which notice shall state as near as may be, 

13 the time of such neglect. the name of the person or per-

14 sons incurring the penalty or forfeiture, and such other 

15 facts relating to the default of duty as said stute registrar 

16 may have been able to learn, and upon receipt of such 

1 7 notice the county attorney shall prosecute th~ defaulting 

18 person or persons. 

SECT. 17. The clerk of each city or town shall be paid 

2 by such city or town for receiving, recording and returning 

3 the facts required to be recorded by this act, the sum of 

4 fifteen cents for each birth, marriage and death. 

SECT. 18. This net shall take effect and he in force on 

2 and after the first day of January, 1892, and all acts and 

3 parts ot acts inconsistent with this act are hereby repealed. 



STATE OF ~JAINE. 

Homrn OP REPRESENTATIVES, 1 
March Ii. 1891. \ 

~eported by Mr. PAYSON of Portland, from Committee on Judiciciry 
a 1d 01·<1ered printed under joint rules, 

W. S. COTTON, Clm·k. 




