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NEW DRAFT. 

Sixty -]fourtl1 Legislature. 

SENATE. No. 60. 

STATE OF M-LL\.INE. 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND EfGHT HUNDRED AND 
EIGHTY-NINE. 

AN ACT to provide a Board of Registration of voters in 

cities, and amend Chapter 4 of Revised Statutes in refer

ence thereunto. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

in Legislature assembled, as follow8: 

SECT. 1. That a board of registration is hereby estab-

2 lished in each city of the State, whieh shall have the 

3 exclusive power and authority to hear evidence and to 

4 determine the qualifications of voters therein, and the 

5 exclusive power to correct and revise the lists of voters, 

6 and the check lists during the six secular days next pre-

7 ceding any natinna4, State or municipal election, and shall 

8 perform all the duties and have exclusively all the powers 

9 now exercised by the municipal officers of such cities in 

10 rcvb;ing and correcting the lists of voters therein under 
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11 Chapter 4 of the Revised Statutes, ur nny other statute 

12 relating thereto. Except that tho muuicipal officers of 

13 suc:h cities shall prepare the li:--ts of voters in 

14 the first instance and deposit the same with the city 

15 elerk, and post copies thereof in the ,vards of the city us 

16 now provided by luw. 

SECT. 2. Said board shall consist uf three members, 

2 rc3ic1ents nnd legal voters of the city where such hoard is 

3 ('Stab1i:,hed, one of whom shall be learned in the law, 

4 and shall be appointed and commissioned by the gover-

5 nor, by and with the consent of his council, for fl. term of 

6 four years, and shall not be eligible to any elective muni-

7 ci pal office during his term of office. 

SECT. 3. The other two members of such board shall 

2 he chosen one from the political party polling the highest 

3 number of votes in the State at the preceding State elec-

4 tion, ana the other from the political party having the 

5 next highest number of votes in the State at said election; 

6 nnc1 they shall each hold said office for the term of two 

7 years. Each shall be nominated by a ctrncn:3 of his own 

8 political party, dnly notified and called for that purpose 

9 by a nrnjority ballot therein; anc.1 upon due notice thereof 

10 in writing, the several mayors shall forthwith nppoint 

11 sueb persons so nominated, members of said boards 

12 for their respective cities. 

SECT. 4. The person appointed nnd comrnissionecl by 

2 the Governor shall preside at all the meetings of the 

3 board, lmt sha1l not vote therein except in case of a tie. 

4 He shall give due notice of the times and place of session 

5 of snicl board, and sign all orders and processes issued 

6 by the same. If he is necessarily absent or disqualified 
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7 by sickness or otherwise, during any session of the board, 

8 t be mayor of the city sh:tll preside for the time hei ng. 

SECT. 5. If any other member of the hoard he nliscnt 

2 or clisqnn1ifiec1 by sickness or otherwbe, during the sessions 

3 of the honrcl, the mayor shall fill his place for the time lieing 

4 by :::pccia1 :1ppointrnc11t from the political party tbu aliscnt 

5 member represent::;. 

SECT. G. The rnemliers of such hoard sha11 be sworn to 

2 perform the duties of their office, foithf'ully anc1 imparti:llly. 

SECT. 7. The presidi ug officer~ ::,hall cau:-;e nll parties 

2 and witnc>sses appearing before the board to be sworn, and 

3 sball bavc power to compel attendance of "\'.7itnes:,es, to 

4 puni:::-Ti for contempt and to issue all proceE-ses 11eces.sar_y to 

5 the performance of the dutie~ of the hoard. 

SECT. 8 Ally pn::-(Jl1 \\'LIO :-;ball wilfully and knowingly 

2 testify nnd fahifiy tu :111y material fact in any proceeding be-

3 furl' ~aid lioarcl, t:_;hall lie li,tlile to the pains and pe1rnltie8 fur 

4 perjury no,v provided liy law. 

SECT. V. All rneeting:-; of the hoard sha11 he open and 

2 pulilic, and shall el()::-(' in the \nst chy of each t<•rm at five 

3 o'clock, P. M. A rt·cord ~h,ill h8 kept of all name.": ac1(1ed 

4 to <-'I' stricken from the vuti11g li::,b, and of all other pro-

5 ceedi lig-s of t::;aid bnard at enrh session of the term. No 

6 name shall be added to or strid\.en from said lists exeept 

7 during open se::-t-ions of tbe board, and the reeord of it:, 

8 proceeding::- shall be public nnd open to in~pection nt any 

9 time when not in use. 

SECT. 10. Said board slrn.11 be in session not less than 

2 five bours upon each of the six secular dnys next prior to 

3 any election to receive evidence touching the qunlificati'ons 

4 of voters, and to correut the voting li::;t::; in cacli cit_y having 
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5 les::, than ten thousand inhabitants, and for not less than 

6 oix houl's on each of said days in all cities having ten thou-

7 sand or morn rnlrnbitants. 

SECT. 11. The voting lists, revised and corrected by 

2 said board, shall he used in every election hereafter held in 

3 any city and in the several wards thernof, and the wardens 

4 shall be governed by the same in every election where a 

b check li8t is used. 

SECT. 12. The clerk of the city shall act as clerk of 

2 the board during its sessions, nncl shnll furnish it with the 

3 list of voters prepared in the first instance by the nsses~ors -

4 nnd aldermen and deposited with him. He shnll be the 

5 custodian of the records of said board and of the corrected 

(j and revised lists of voters prepared by it for use at any 

7 election, and it shall be his duty to keep said list one year 

•8 and furnish a copy thefeof on application and payment 

:9 therefor within forty-eight hours. 

SECT. 13. All duties and powers in reference to pre-

2 paring in the fir;3t instance and posting the lists of voters 

3 and notices thereof not herein conferred upon the board of 

4 registration are to be performed by the municipal officers 

5 of the several cities, as now providecl by law. 

SECT. 14. The members of such board sba1l be suhject 

2 to the same penalties for misconduct in office as are by law 

3 imposed upon municipal officers. 

SECT. 15. The president of such board ohall receive 

2 five dollars for each day of the session, and the olher mem-

3 bers three dollars per clay, to be paid by the city where 

4 such board is established. 

SECT. 16. All precepts issued by the bonrcl and all wit-

2 ness fees shall be paid by the parties in interest, nt the 
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3 estublit:she<l rate of foes hefore municipal courts. Each city 

4 shall provide n suitable plncc for holding the sessions of 

5 the bonr<l nod shall appoint a constable to he in nttendanL'e 

H to preserve order and execute its precepts, and shall pay 

7 him for said services. 

SECT. 17. Each political party having the right to 

2 nominate a member of said board under this act in every 

3 city, shall within seven days after the approval hereof, 

4 notify the mayor of their city, of the name of the person 

5 nominated in the several cnucuses. Thereupon said 

6 mayor shall forthwith appoint the same. If either or both 

7 partico neglect or refuse so to nominate and so notify for 

8 seven days aforesaid, wit bin twenty-four hours thereafter, 

9 oaid mayor :-;ball select auu nppoint a suitable person 

10 member of :-;aid board from tlrc party so neglecti11g and 

11 refusing. A .. nd like proceedings shall be had whenever a 

12 vacancy occurs and a like seven days have elapsed. 

SECT. 18. Section· fifteen, chapter fonr of Revised 

2 Statutes is hereby amended ~o as to read as follows: · 

'The aldermen nnd nssessors of cities shall prepare lists 

4 of voters in the first instance and po;:;t the oame in tl10 

5 wards thereof, for the elections of governors, rcpresen-

6 tatives to Congress, and electors of president and vice 

7 president, and for annual city elections, in the same 

8 manner as selectme.n and assesssors are required to pre-

9 pare them for towns. But the board of registration shall 

10 revise and correct the voting lists during the last six 

11 secular days next preceding any election and the wardens 

12 shall be governed by said revised and corrected lists. 

13 And no names shall be added to the lists of voters on the 

14 day of election.' 
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SECT. 19 Section forty-seven, chapter four of Revised 

2 Statutes is hereby repeal eel. 

SECT. 20. Section forty-eight of chapter four Revised 

2 Statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Notices of the times nncl places of sessions of the board 

4 of registration shall be given by tbe president thereof and 

5 posted at the same ti me nncl place as is the ,-rarrant for 

6 calling wnrd meetings. In all the elections in cities the 

7 polls shall he open until four o'crock in the afternoon and 

8 sball then be closed. 

SECT. 21. All other acts and parts of acts inconsistent 

2 with this act are hereby repealed. 

SECT. 22. This act shall take effect when approved. 
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