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Sixty-Fourth Legislature. 

HOUSE. No. 279. 

STATE OF MAINE. 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOU:5AND EIGHT HUNDRED AND 
EIGHTY-NINE. 

AN ENABLING ACT for the annexation of Deering to 

Portland. 

Be it enacted by the Senat~ and House of Representatives 

in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECTION 1. The town of Deering is, subject to the pro-

2 visions hereinafter containe.d, hereby annexed to the city of 

3 Portland, to constitute an additional ward therein, desig-

4 nated H ward eight," and is invested with all the rights, 

5 powers, immunities, privileges and franchises, and made 

6 subject to the <luties and obligations enjoyed by and im-

7 posed upon the several wnrds of the city. 

SECT. 2. All contracts, indebtedness and liabilities of 

2 the town shall be performed, paid and discharged by the 

3 city as hereby constituted, and all rights, contracts, claims, 

4 immunities, privileges and franchises which might be exer-

5 cised and enforced by the town, may be exercised or en-

6 forced by the city as its successor; and all privileges, 
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7 exemptions nnd immuniti<>s granted hy the town shnll 

8 remnin binding upon the city. 

SECT. 3. At the next revision of ward lines any portion 

2 of :-aid ward eight, in a single piece, may he set off from 

3 said ward P-ight and united with contignons territory now 

4 constituting a part of said city of Portland; and a new 

5 ward thus formed which m:iy become and he known as 

6 ward eight, and the num her designation of the balance of 

7 said annexed tenitory may be changed to ward nine, but 

8 no other division of said annexed territory shall be made, 

9 prior to the year 1900, unless approved hy vote of the 

10 illhahitants thereof. 

SECT. 4. The city assessors of said Portland, at the 

2 n~quest of the municipal officers of the town of Deering, 

3 ot· in case of their neglect, or refusal to make such re-

4 quest, then upon the written application of any ten voters 

5 of imid town, may make a valuation of the real estate of 

6 said town of Deering, prior to the submission of this act 

7 to the inhabitants of said town and city as hereinaft<>r 

8 pl'Ovided, which valuation, in case of the acceptance of 

9 this act by said town nnd city, shall continue for the term 

10 of ten years for the purposes of taxation und shall not be 

11 increased within said period except as changed by gi~neral 

12 State valuation, or to the extent of actual improvements 

13 place<l upon the land, or by reason of other circumstances 

14 which may arise and by which its value may be affected. 

SECT. 5. As soon as this act shall have been accepted 

2 by the voters of said town of Deering and of said city of 

3 Portland as hereinafter provided, the selectmen and 

4 treasurer of said town of Deering shall execute bonus of 

5 said town, in denomination of five hundred dollnrs each, 
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6 to an amount which shnll make the total indebtedness of 

7 the tuwn equal to five per cent of the lust regular valua-

8 tion by its a:-;sesson,, a11(] shall deliver the S;ltne to the 

H trucitees of the improvement fond as soon as they shall 

10 he eketed as hereinafter provided. Said hnnd.-; shu.ll 

11 IJe:t1.· iutere;:;t at four per cent per nnnum and shall he 

J 2 payable in twenty yrnrs nfter date. In case of neglect 01· 

13 refusal of said selectmen and treasurer to issue said bonds, 

14 the trustees of the improvement fund mny issue the same 

15 at any time tbereafterward. The corporate exi'3tence of 

16 said town of Deering shall continue for the pn rpose of 

17 it-isHing said bonds until tbe same have been <luly issued. 

18 The prot.:eeds of saiLl bonds shall be applied to the con­

] 9 struction of sewers and such other improvements upon 

20 said annexed territory as may from time to time be 

21 authorized hy the city council of Portland. 

SEuT. G. The mayor nnc1 nldermen 'Slrnll cirnsR the 

2 building of such sewers and outfalls as may he primarily 

3 nc'eeo~i.lry in the territory annexed, the same tu form a 

4 part of a general system of sewerage for said territory, 

5 having in view the present nnd probable future wants 0f 

6 the same. The trn~teos of the improvement fond shall 

7 from time to time sell the bonds provided for in the 

8 preceding section, and pay over the proceeds thereof to 

~ the city treasurer, who shall open u.n account with Lhe 

10 Deering improvement fund, crediting thereto all sums 

11 received from the sale of said bonds and from other 

12 sources hereinafter named nnd charging against said fund 

,13 nll sums expended by said city of Portlaml for sewers 

14 and other improvements upon said annexed territory. 

15 Suid sewers ::;hall Le con15trudcd in accordance with the 
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1 G provisions of chapter three hundred and sixty:..eight of the 

17 Private and Special Laws of the year 1873, and of the 

18 ordinances of said city of Portland. Bnt all money 

19 received by the city from the parties benefited by such 

20 sewers shall he held as a fund to be applied to the build-

21 ing of sewers in other streets in said annexed territory, as 

22 the same may become necessary. vVhen, in the opinion 

2.3 of the mayor and aldermen, the further extension of the 

24 f.ewerage system can be provided for from yearly taxation, 

25 said trustees sha11 destroy said town bonds remaining 

26 unsold in their custody and he discharged from their trust. 

27 They shall keep a precise account of the sales of bonds 

28 and the dispositiou of the proceeds, and report the same 

2n yc>arly to the mayor and aldermen. 

SEcr. 7. Whenever it shall appear to the mayor and 

2 aldermen that the sewer in :rny street in the territory 

3 annexed has cost a larger sum in consequence of increased 

4 size to receive the contents of connecting sewers in other 

5 streets, than it would have cost if built with,,ut reference 

6 to such connecting sewers, they may deduct such increased 

7 sum before assessing upon the owners of the lots bene-

8 fited thereby their proportional part of the cost of such 

9 sewer. And when there is in any street much ]and not 

10 occupied by buildings the mayor and alderman may 

11 require immediate payment from the lots benefited there-

12 by only for a reasonable lot under dwelling houses and 

13 may defer payment of the assessment upon the unoccupied 

14 land until it is built upon. 

SECT. 8. The several inhabitants of the town of Deer-

2 ing shall be holden to pay all taxes which have been 

3 legally assessed upon them by said town, and the several 
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4 collectors of taxes are hereby required to collect all taxes 

5 committed to them according to their several warrants 

6 and pay the same to the city treasurer. In case of 

7 failure of either of said collectors to collect said taxes 

8 the city or its officers shall enforce the same remedies 

9 against said collectors which the town might have enforced. 

The treaeurer of the town shall pay all moneys in the 

11 treasury to the city treasurer. All money so received by 

12 the city trea:rnrer from town collector8 or treasurer shall 

13 be applied hy the city to the several purposes for which 

14 they were raised and in case of any surplus the same 

15 shall he passed to the order of the Deering improvement 

16 fund, and expended for the purposes specified in section 

17 five. 

SECT. 9. All moneys which have heen 1·:1i.;etl by vote of 

2 the town, hut the tax therefor not assessed when this act 

3 becomes operative, shall he assessP-d by the city assessors 

4 and collected as in the case of city taxes and applied by 

5 the city government to the purposes for which they were 

6 raised, any surplus to be carried to the credit of the 

7 Deering improvement fund, to be applied to the purposes 

8 specified in said section five. 

SECT. 10. All the real and personal property of 

2 the town of Deering not needed far educational purposes 

3 or fire department, shall vest in the city in trust to be 

4 sold and the proceeds applied to the erection of suitable 

5 ward rooms within said annexed territory. Any surplus 

6 not needed for such purpose shall be added to the Deering 

7 improvement fund, and expended as in the cases before 

8 enumerated. 
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SEOT. 11. The board of mayor and aldermen may 

2 establish in each of the ward or wards into which said. 

3 annexed territory may be divided under the prnvisions of 

4 this act, as many polling districts as may be deemed 

5 advisable and shall provide Jists of voters to bu used in 

6 each di~trict, and for the election of a warden and ward 

7 clerk for each district. 

SECT. 12. Until the next apportionment the residents 

2 of said annexed territory may send one representative to 

3 the legi8lature. An additional member of the school 

4 committee shall also he eleeted by said city of Portland, 

5 who shall be a resident of said annexed territory and shall 

6 be e 1ccte<l by the voters thereof, at the next municipal 

7 eledion which 8hall occur after annexation shall have 

8 taken place under the provisions of this aet. Such 

9 member of the i-!clwol committe shall hold his ofiice for 

10 the period aml any vac:rncy shall ho filled in tbc m:rnner 

11 prnvidcc1 by chapter three hundred and ninety-two of the 

12 Private and Special Laws of 188:J. 

SECT. ] 3. Immediately after the acecptance of this act 

2 by the inhabitants of said Deering and Portland, the 

3 municipal officer8 of said city of Portland shall call a 

4 meeting of the voter.:3 of said ward eight for the election 

5 of an alderman, three councilmen and two constables for 

6 said ward, and for a warden and ward clerk for each polling 

7 district established therein under the prnvisions of section 

8 eleven of this Hct. 

Said meeting shall be called and held, and the returns 

10 of the votes cast thereat shall be made in accordnnce with 

11 the rules which now govern elections in the several wards 

12 of said city of Portland, except that the voters of said 
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13 annexed territory shall have power to elect two of their 

14 number to serve respectively as warden and clerk pro 

15 tem. of said meeting. Said officers shall be elected by 

16 plurality vote. The city clerk shall notify the several 

17 officers of their election within twenty-four hours. The 

18 aldermen and councilmen-elect shall qualify in joint con-

19 vention of the mayor and aldermen and common council. 

The city council of said city of Portland shall thereupon 

21 elect three persons to serve as trustees of the improve-

22 mcnt fund named in section five of this act, and any 

23 vacancies caused by the death, removal or resignation of 

24 ~uch trustees shall he filled in the same manner. Upon 

25 the election of such trnstees and the issue and delivery to 

26 them, or upon the issue by them, of the bonds of said 

27 town of Deering n;-; prnvided in section five of this act, 

28 the corporate existence of the town of Deering shall cease 

2H and all town hooks, records and papers shnll he deposited 

30 with the city clerk and remain subject to the order of the 

31 city council. 

8ECT. 14. This act may be accepted by said town of 

2 Deering at any legal meeting of the voters thereof called 

3 for that purpose and held not prior to June first, A. D. 

4 1889; provided, it shall be accepted before June fir8t, 

5 A. D. HW2. But if the act shall fail of acceptance at any 

6 meeting, another meeting shall not be called until after 

7 the expiration of six months from the date of the meeting 

8 next preceding. The vote shall be by written or printed 

9 ballot, the ballots in favor of accepting this act having 

10 thereon the word "yes," and those opposed the word ''not 

11 and if a majority of the ballots received are in favor of 

12 accepting the same the town clerk shall certify the vote to 
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13 the municipal officers of the city of Portland who shall 

14 submit the acceptance of the act to the voters of the city 

15 in warci meetings to be called immediately after the receipt 

16 of such certificate. The votes shall be by written or 

17 printed ballots, those in favor of its acceptance having 

18 thereon the word "yes," and those opposed "no." If a 

19 majority of the voters are in favor of its acceptance, then 

20 the city clerk sha11 certify that vote to the municipal offi-

21 cers of the town of Deering and the same shall be entered 

22 upon the town records, and thereupon said annexation 

23 shall become effectual nnd the corporate existence of said 

24 town of Deering shall be extinguished except for the pur-

25 pose of issuing the bonds mentioned in section five of this 

26 act. 

STATE OF MAINE, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE~, i 
February 28, 1889. 5 

Tabled, pending passage to be engrossed, and ordered print€.d on 
motion of Mr. FOGG of Portland. 

NICHOLAS FESSENDEN, <Jlerk. 




