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NEW DRAFT. 

Sixty- lfo11rtl1 Legislatl1re. 

HOUSE. No. 142. 

ST_ATE OF M_j_t\INE. 

r:-;r THE YE..\ H OF OUR LORD ONE THUlJ8A.SD EWHT HUND~ [1;D AND 

EIGHTY-NINE 

AN ACT relating to Hawkers and Peddlers. 

Be it enacted by the Senate ancl House nf Representatives 

in Le_qi"slat'ltre as8embled, as follow.<;: 

SECTION 1. Any citizen of the United States, may go 

2 about from town to town, or from place to plaee in the 

3 same town, Pxprn,iug for salE• and Sl-'lli11g fruit, provisions, 

4 live animals, brooms, agricultural implements, fuel, news-

5 papers, boob, pamphlets, agricultural products of the 

G United Statf'f-, the products of his own labor or the lahor 

7 of hi!:'l family, and nny patent of hi~ uwn invention; . hut 

8 nothing in this Sf'ction shall he 80 construed as to include 

9 among the things that may be so exposed for snle, or sold, 

10 any articles of the growth or production of foreign 

11 countries. 

SECT. 2. The Secretary of State may grant a license, 

2 to go about exposing for sale and selling, any goods, 



HOUSE-No. 142. 

3 wares or merchandise, to any person who filPs in his 

4 o:ffice,a certificate signed by the ·mayor of a city, or hy a 

5 majority of the selectmen of a town, stating to _the hest 

6 knowledge and helief of s~1ch mayor or selectmen, the 

7 applicant therei 11 named is of good moral character. The 

8 mayor or selectmen before granting such certifil'ate, ::-hall 

9 require the applicant to make oath, that he is the 1wrson 

10 named therein und that be is a citizen of the United State:--, 

11 and the mayor or ::mid selectmen are hereby authorized to 

12 administer said oath. 

SECT. 3. The Secretary shall cause to be inserted 111 

2 ever_y such license the names of such cities and towns as 

3 1he. applicant selects, with the sums to he paid to the 

4 respective treasurers thereof, as provided in the following 

5 Hection, and shall receive from the applicant, one dollar 

n for each city and town so inserted. Every per~on 80 

7 licensed, may sell as aforesaid in any city or town men-

8 tionetl in hh, license, any goods, wares or merchandise, 

9 upon first paying the required sum, to the treasurer of 

10 ::-uch city or town, who shall certify on the face of said 

11 license the ~mm so paid. 

SECT. 4. Every person I icensed under the twtJ preced-

2 ing sections, shall pay to the treasurer of each city or 

3 town n1e11tioned in bis licen::,e, the sums following-: for 

4 every .town containing not more than one thousand i11hab-

5 itant::-, according to the United States census next pre-

6 ceding the date of his license, three dollars; for towns 

7 containing more than one thousand and less than two 

8 thousand inhabitant::,, six dollars, and for every thousand 

9 inhabitants in excess of two thousand, two dollars, provided 
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10 that the sum so to be paid to any such treasurer, shall in 

11 no case exceed twenty dollars. 

SECT. 5. The secretary, upon conditions require<l 

2 in section 2 may grant special State licenses, upon the 

o payment hy the applicant of fifty dollars, for each license, 

4 and the person so licensed may expot,e for sale and sell, 

5 in any city or town in this StatP, any goods, wares or 

6 merchandise. He may ~tlso grnnt as aforesaid, upon the 

7 payment hy the applicant of one dollar for each couuty 

8 mentioned therein, special county licenses, and the person 

9 so licensed, upon paying to the treasurer of each county 

10 mentioned in said license, the sum of two dollars, may ·• 

11 expose for sale and ~ell, within such counties, any tin, 

12 hritannia, glu~s, earthen, iron or wooden wares urnnu-

13 factured in the United States. The respective county 

14 treasurers, upon receipt of the aforesaid sum, ~hull certify 

15 on the face of said license the amount so received. 

SECT. 6. Any soldier or sailor disabled in the war for 

2 the suppression of the rebellion, or by sickness or disa-

3 bility contracted therein or since his discharge from service, 

4 s'hall be exempt from paying the license fees required by 

5 this chapter. 

SECT. 7. The secretary of State and the treasurers of 

2 counties, cities and towns, shall severally keep records of 

3 all licenses upon which the sums herein provided have 

4 heen paid to them, with the number of each, the names 

5 and residences of the persons licensed, and the sums 

6 receiYed thereon, and all such records shall be open_ for 

7 public inspection. 

SEcr. 8. All sums paid to the secretary under this 

2 chapter shall be for the use of the State, and all sums paid 
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3 to the treasurer of a county, city or town, shall he for the 

4 use of l:illCh county, city or town. 

SECT. 9. Every person licensed to peddle, as hereill-

2 before provided, when bis license is demanded of him hy a. 

3 mayor, alderman, selectman, sheriff or hi:-; deputy, con.::3tahle 

4 or police officer, shall forthwith exhibit it, and if be uegleets 

5 or refu~es so to do, shall be suhject to tbe samA penalty as 

6 if he had no license. A synopsis of this chapter shall be 

7 printed on every license. 

SECT. 10. The provisions of this chapter are hereby 

2 made applicable to all itinernnt nrnrcbants, opening a place 

.3 of business in any city or town, for the sale of goods, wares 

4 and merchandise not mentioned in 1,ection 1, and not con-

5 thrning said businesa in said city or town for the space of 

6 six months. 

SECT.· 11. Whoever goes from town to town, or from 

2 place to pl~ce in the same town, carrying for sale 

3 or exposing for sale, any goods, wares or merchandise, 

4 contrary to the provisions of this act, or takes a residence 

5 in a city or town for a less term than six months for the 

6 purpose of so doing, shall be punished by a :fine not 

7 exceeding two hundred dollars for each offense. 

SECT. 12. All licenses granted under this chapter shall 

2 bear date the day on which they are issued, and shall 

3 continue in force one year. 

SECT. 13. Sheriffs and their deputies, constab~es and 

2 police officers, shall arrest and prosecute every person 

3 within their jurisdiction whom they have reason to believe 

4 to be guilty of violation of any of the provisions of this 

5 act; and one-half of any :fine recovered under section 11 



HA WKEW-\ A~D PIWDLEW·q 

6 of this act shall inure to the pl'osecut()I', the hnlance to the 

7 town or city in whieh the offen~e was committed. 

SECT. 14. Trial justices, and judges of municipal and 

2 police courts shall have jurisdiction of all offense:, com-

3 mitted under this chapter. 

SECT. 15. The provisions of this chapter arc not 

2 applicable to commercial agents, selling goods by sample 

3 to dealers only. 
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