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Sixty - Third Legislature. 

SENATE. No. 14. 

STATE OF ~IAINE. 

IN THE YEAR OF OTTR LORD ONE TIIOVSAND EIGHT HUNDRED A~D 
EIGIITY-SEVEN". 

AN ACT to extirpate Tuberculosis, Foot and Mouth Dis­

ease, Pleuro-Pneumonia, and all othet· insidious and conta­

gious diseases that are now or may appear :unong domestic 

animals, and to facilitate and encourage the production of 

live stock and their products. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

in Le,qislature assembled, as follows: 

SECTION 1. That for the purpose of facilitating and en-

2 cournging the live stock interests of the State of Maine, 
3 and for extirpating all insidious, iufodious and contagiou8 

4 diseases now or that mny he among cattle a1HJ other live 

5 stock, and especially tu herculosis, the Gove I'll or oft he State 

6 is hereby authorized and required immediately after the 

7 passage of fhis act, to nppoint a board of cattle rnnnnis-

8 sioners, consisting of three persons of known executive 

~) ability, who shall be charged with the execution of the 

10 provisions of thi:, act, and who sh:ill be known and desig-

11 nnted as the "State of Maine Cattle Commi:5:--ion," and 
12 whose powers and duties shall be those provided for in 



13 this act. The Governor may, when in his judgment the 

14 pul,lic interests will permit, suspend the functions and 

15 pay of said commissioners, :rn<l, when in his judgment the 

16 public interests may req11ire, he shall restore such func-

17 tions an<l pay, of which su.spcnsion an<l restoration he 

18 f,;hall make p11hlic prnelamatiou. The salaries of said com­

Hl missioners shall he at the rate of three <lollars per day dur-

20 ing the time tlwy are aetually engaged in the discharge 

21 of their duties as commissioners. The said commi:ssion-
22 <.-'I'S shall respectively take an oath to faithfully perform 

23 the duties of their office, and shall immediately or-

24 ganizo as such commission hy the election of one of their 

25 number as president thereof, and proceed forthwith to the 

2G disdrnrgc of their d11tics upon them by the provis-
2, ions of this act. 

Sr~cT. 2. That it shall he the duties of the said commis-
2 sioners to cause investigation to be made as to the exist-

3 ellce of tuherculosi::;, pleuro-pueumoniu, foot-and-mouth 
4 disea::;e, and auy other int'l·ctious or contagions dbease, and 
5 such eommis~iouers are herel>y nuthorized to enter any 
6 premises or places, including stock-yards, ears and vessels 
7 within any county, or part of the State, in or at which 

8 they have reason to lwlieve there exists any such diseases, 
~) and to make search, investigation and inquiry in regard to 

10 the existence thereof. Upon the discovery of the exist-
11 ence of any the said diseases the said commissioners are 

12 hereby authorized to give uotice, hy publication, of the 

] 3 existence ot such clit,case, and the locality thereof, in such 

14 newspapers as they may select nnd to notify, in writing, 

15 the officials or ngents of any railroad, steamboat or other 
16 transportation company doing bu~iness in or through such 

17 infected locality of the existence of such disease; and are 

18 hereby authorized and require<l to establish nnd maintain 
19 such quarantine of animals, places, premises, or location, 

20 as they may deem necessary to prevent the spread of any 

21 such disease and alrn to cause the appraisal of the animal 

22 or animals affected with or that have been exposed to the 
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23 said diseases in accorclnncc with such rules and regulations 

24 by them, as hereinafter authorized and provided, and also 

25 to cause the ~nme to lie <l1::strn_ye<l, exc('pt as hereinafter 

2G provided, nnd to pay, in caso of diseased animals, the 

27 owner or ow11ers thereof, thn'e-fourths of their value, as 

28 determined upon the ha~is of health hefure infection, ancl 

29 the foll appraisecl value i11 case of animn.b expo:-:;ecl to eitlwr 

30 of 8uch disenses hut not themselves actu:illy Llisc,lsecl, ont 

31 of any moneys appropriated liy the Legi:-;lnture for that 

32 purpose; provi·ued, lwive1.:er, that they shall ll()t pay more 

33 than two buudred dollars for an animal with pedigree 

34 recorded or recorclable i11· the recog11izrd hercl-hooks of 

35 the hreecl in which the animal destroyed may belong, nor 

36 more than one hundred <.lo liars for an a11irn:1l not pecligreell; 

37 provided, furthe1·, that 111 no case shall compensation be 

38 allowed for animals cle.::,trnyed UllUel' the provisions of this 

30 nd which mny have contracted or hcen exposecl to sueh 

40 disense in n foreign country, ol' on the high seas; nor shall 

41 compensation he allowed to any owtwr who in person, or 

42 hy ngent, knowingly and wilfully concPals the exi:-;tencc of 

4;) such disease. or the fact of exposure thereto in animals of 
44 whieh the pers()n m:1ki11g such coucealment by himself or 
45 ngent is in whole or part ownct·. 

SECT. 3. Tb:tt the ~aid commissioners nre hereby 

2 :rntborizcd and n,quire<l to nrnke l'Pcorcl, :rnd puhli:-;h rules 
3 and regulations proviuing for and regulating the ageneies, 
4 methods, nncl manner of cornl11eting :rncl the inve::;tigations 
5 aforesaid r<1g,trcling- the cxistcnee of snid contngiou~ dis­

G eases; for nscp1fai11iug, cntcri11g, and Henrcbing places 

7 ·where snch diseases animals are R11ppo:-;ecl to exist; for 
8 ascertaining whnt animals arc so clis('ascd or have been 

U exposed to contagious diseases; for making. reporting, 

10 nnd reconling clcscription8 of the saicl animals so di:-;ent;cd 

11 or exposed and de:;troyecl, and for :1ppruisi11g the ::;a111e, 

1~ and for making payment therefor; and to make all other 

13 needful rules nnd regulati11n~ whid1 m:ty, in the judgment 

14 of the commissionern, be deemed requi:;ite to tho full and 
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15 due execution of the provisions of this act. All such 

1G rules and regulations, before they shall become operative, 

17 shall he approved hy the Governor of Maine, and thereafter 

18 published in such nrnnner as may be provided for in such 

19 regulations; and after such publication said rules and reg-

20 ulatious shall have the force and effect of law, so far as 

21 the same are not inconsistent with this act and other Jaws 

22 of the State, or Uuitetl States. 

SECT. 4. Th:1t any pt\l'Son or persons who shall know-

2 ingly uncl wilfully refuse permission to said commission-

3 ert:-, or eithrr of them. to make, or who knowingly and 

4 wilfully obstruct said commissioners or either of them in 

5 makiug all neceHsary examinations of, nnd as to animals 

6 suppo~ed by said commi-,sioners to he diseased as afore-

7 said, or in destroying the 1:,ame, or who knowingly at-

8 tempts to prevent said commissioners, or either of them, 

9 from entering upon the premises and other places herein-

10 before specified where any of said diseases are hy said 

11 commi8sioners suppo8e<l to exist, shall be deemed guilty 

12 of a mi8<lcmeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, or of 

13 either of the ads in this section prnhibitecl, shall be pun-

14 i8hed hy fine not exceeding one hundred dollars or by im-

1.5 prisonment not exceeding ninety clays, or by both fine 

16 and imprisonment at the discretion of the court. 

SECT. 5. Tbat any person who is the owner of or who 

2 is possessed of any interest in any animals affected with 

3 any of the diseases uame<l in section two of this act, or 

4 any person who is agent, common carrier, consignee, or 

5 otherwise, is charged with any duty in regard to any ani-

6 mal so diseased, or exposed to the contngion of such dis-

7 ease, or any officer or agent charged with any duties under 

8 the provisions of this act, who shall knowingly conceal 

9 the existence of such contagious diseases or the fact of 

10 such exposure to sai<l contagion and who shall fail within 

11 a reasonable time, to report to the sni<l commissioners or 

12 to the their knowledge or their information in rPgard to 

13 the existence and location of sai<l disease or of such ex-
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14 posure thereto, shall he deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
15 and shall he punishable as provided in section four ~>f this 
16 act. 

SECT. G. That when the owner of animals decided un-
2 der the provisions of this act, by the proper authority, to 
3 be diseased, or to have been exposed to contngion, refuses 
4 to accept the sum authorized to be pai<l under the ap-
5 praiscrnent provided for in this act, it shall be the duty of 
6 the commissioners to declare and maintain a rigid quaran-

7 tine as to the animals decided as aforesaid to be dis-
8 eased or to have been exposed to any contagious or infec-
9 tious disease, and of the premises or places where said 

10 cattle may be found, according to the ru~es and regula-
11 tions to he prescriht.'d hy flaid commissioners, approved 

12 by the Governor nnd published as provided in the third 
13 section of this act. 

SECT. 7. That no per:--on or persons owning or operat-
2 ing any railroad, nor the owner or owners or masters of 
3 any steam, sailing or other vessels within the State, shall 
4 receive for transportation or transport from one part of 

5 the State to another part of the State, or to hring from 
6 any other State or forei~n country any cattle affected with 

7 any of the diseases named in section two of this act, or 
8 thnt have been exposed to su~h diseases, especially the 
9 disease known as t.uhercn losis, knowing such cattle to he 

10 affected, or to have been so exposed; nor shall any per-
11 son or persons, company or corporation deliver for such 
12 transportation to any railroad company or to the master 
13 or owner of any vessel any cattle, knowing them to he 
14 affected with or to have been exposed to any of the said 
15 diseases; nor shall any person or persons, company or 
1 fi corporation, drive on foot or transport in private convey-
17 ance from one part of the State to another part of the 
18 St,1te any cattle, knowing the same to be affected with or 

19 to have been exposed to any of said diseases. Any per-
20 son or persons violating the provisions of this section shall 
21 be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
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22 thereof slmll he punished hy fine not exceeding the sum of 

23 two hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding 

24 six months, or hy both fine and ir11prisonment. 

SECT. 8. That it shall be the duty of the several county 

2 attorneys to prosecute nll violations of thi::5 act whieh slrnll 

3 l)e brought to their notice or knowledge by :rny per::5011 

4 mnking the complaint under oath; and the sumo shall be 
5 heard in any supreme judicial court having jurisdiction in 
ti the county in whieh the violation of this net has been 

7 committed. 

SECT. 9. That the sai<l commissioners are hereby author-

2 izcd to appoint or elect one of their number as ::;eeret:try 
3 of snid Loa.rd, who shall receive a reasonable compeusatiou 

4 for hi::; services during the time in which, un<ler the provis-

. 5 ions of this act, the services o~· the :::;aicl eonHnis::--ioners 
G shall be required. The said commissioners sball make nud 

7 preserve a fo 11 record of all rn !es and rcgu lntion::5 prornn l-

8 gated under the provioions of thi:::, act, of al I payments 

9 and expcn:::;es hereundel' ineunecl, and all other trausactio11s 

10 perfonued by said cornmi::;~ioners in the di.-;charge of 

11 their duties ns herein provided; and the said cunimis-

12 sioners shall, on Ol' before the tir~t vVednes<lay in January 
13 of each year during their continuance in service, and at 

14 other times as they may deem conclu:::;ive to the public 
15 interests, or us they may be required so to dolly the Gov-

• lG erno1· of the State, report to full and accurate a<.'.eounts of 
17 their expenditures and other proeeecliugs uncle1· the pro­

] 8 vi::5ions of this act, and of the condition of said diseases, 

19 if any, in the State to be eornmunicatccl by him to the 

20 Legislature. ,Vhenever the functions of said commi~~ion 

21 shall be su::;pendecl or terminated it shall turn over to the 

22 Secretary of State all its books, papers, records and other 
23 effects, taking his receipt therefor, an<l he shall remain the 

24 custodian of the same nntil such time as the functions of 

25 said commission mny he restored. 

SECT. 10. That the commi::;::;iuners shall have power 

2 and are hereLy autl10rizecl to employ skilled veterjnarians, 
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3 and such other agents and emp1oyes as they may deem 

4 necessary to carry into effect the provisions of this act, 

5 and to fix the compensation of the person or persons so 

Ii ernpluyecl, and to terminate sueh employment at their dis-

7 crction; and they nre authorized ont of the moneys hy 

8 this nut nppropriated to make suuh expenditures as may 

B be needed for tbe adual aud necessary travelling expenses 

10 of themselves anc: their snid employes, stationery, ex-
11 penses of disinfecting premises, cars, nnd other places, 
12 destrnying disea::;et1. un<l exposed aninrnls and paying for 

13 the same, nn<l :-;n<.:h other expenses and expenditures as 

14 they may find to he necessary to properly cany into effect 

15 the provisions of this act. 

SECT. 11. That the moneys npproprinted by this act 

2 shall he paid over to the secretary of snid commission from 

3 time to time, as the same may be found to be needed, up-

4 on requisition made hy the sttid eommissioners, andsball be 

5 dislntr::\ed hy the sairl secretary of said connnbsion only up­

G on vouchers approvecl hy suid commissioners, or :1 mnjor-

7 ity of them. The said secretary shall, before entering up-

8 on the duties of his office, take nn oath to faithfully <lis-

9 charge the duties thereof, ancl shall enter into n bond to 

10 the State of Maine, ,vith sureties to be approved by the 

11 Treasn rer of State in suth sum as he may designate for 

12 the faithful accounting of all morn'.\yt; received hy the said 

13 secretary of the commission, under the provisions of this 

14 net. 

SECT. 12. Thnt for the purpose of carrying into effect 

2 the provisions of this net the sum of five thousand dullars, 

3 or ::;o much thereof as may he necessary, is hereby appro-
4 priated out of any moneys in the treasury not otbGrwise 

5 appropriated. 

SECT. 13. That all acts and prrrts of acts inconsistent or 

2 in conflict with the provisions of this act be, and the same 

;_! are hereby repealed. 



STATE OF MAINE. 

ls SENATE, January 26, Hl87. 

Reported by Mr. FLINT, and on his motion laiu on table to be printed. 

Reau and passed. 

CH ART.ES W. TILDEN", Secretary. 




