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IIOUSE. 

JN THE YEAR QF OUR LORD ONE :THOUSAND EIQHTJIUNDR~D AND 
SEVEN.TY-EIGBJ\ 

.AN .ACT :to.establish wState_Board.of ;llealth. 

,Be it enactediby the Senate and ,Ho1-4se of.R~presentative_s 

,in Legislature ,assemble¢, as :follows : 

, SECTION ;l. -,The ·;governor, .with ,the advice, and con­

_2 :-sent of, the. council, shall · .~ppoillt .seven ;,P~rsqns ,who 

3 shall ., constitt1te ·the -state board of, health. ·The ~per-
.. 

A sons so . ~ppointed -shall :hold :their ; oflic_es ;for seven 

:5 .years; _provide_d,, itha.t:the ten:ns of. office of ,the se.v~p. 

6 first.~ppointed sh~111 )be.so arranged that :the ;term of 

,7 one shall ,e~pire . efl,ch :.year, ,a~d : the yac:ancies -~o 

8 created,. a.nd. a.11-,vac~mcie.s Jtrisi11g from. a~y, other. c_a~Js_e 

9 shall : be: filled : ~y :the :~goverpo~, ·.with ·. the ,,advice . .an!i 

;10 , co.n1:,en t . of : the co:upcil ; J:m,t aJ:l.y one . m.~Y ; be 1 l.'B.-

11 . ~ppoiote~d. 
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SECT. 2. The board shall take ·cognizr~nce of all mat-, 

2 ters pertaining to the health and lives of the citizens 

3 of this state. Tb-ey 
0

shall, so far as in their judgment 

4 is practicable and necessary, make investigations in 

5 respect , to the causes of disease and the sources of 

6 mortality, and all the conditions affecting the public 

7 health ; the cause of epidemics, and the best means of 

8 preventing them; the construction and means of warm-

9 ing and ventilation of school houses and other public 

10 buildings; the sanitary condition of the operatives in 

11 mills, factories, and other manufactories within this 

12 state, and the means adopted m them for the preser-

13 vation of life in case of fire or other accident; and 

14 they shall gather such information as they may deem 

15 proper for diffusion among the people. They shall, 

16, when requested, ad rise with the government in regard 

17 to the location of any public institution, and give in-

18 formation of the defects injurim:v~ to health existing in· 

19 public buildings already erected. They shall in the 

20 month of January, make report to the legislature of 

21 their doings and investigations during the year preced-

22 ing, with such s1rggestions as to legislative action as 

23 they DJay deem necessary. 

eEcT. 3. · The board shall have authority to investi-

2 gate the matters above specified, and especially those 
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3 provided for in chapter seventeen, of the revised stat-

4 utes of Maine. In all such matters, upon the written 

5 application of any three or more citizens of this state, 

6 addressed to the board, briefly setting out the grounds 

7 of their complaint and requesting an investigation of 

8 the same, it shall be the duty of the president of the 

9 board to refer the same to a committee of three of the 

10 members of the board, who shall give notice to the 

11 parties iL terested, of the time and place of the hear-

12 ing upon said application, by causing copies of said 

13 notice, attested by the secretary of the boar<l, to be 

14 posted up in two public and conspicuous places in the 

15 vicinity of the place to be examined, at least hventy-

16 four hours before the time of said hearing, and the 

17 presitlent of the board may order such other notice as 

18 he may deem necessary to be given to the parties in-

19 terested therein. The committee shall meet at the 

20 time and place specified in the notice, to examine into 

21 the matter referred to them; and hear the parties and 

22 their witnesses touching the same, and shall make and 

23 place upon the files of the board a report signe<l by 

24 said committee or a majority thereof, containing their 

25 findings of the facts in the case and their recommen-

26 dations touching the same; which report shall be open 

27 to the inspection of all parties interested therein. 



SECT> 4'.. The supremeju1Jicfar court shaff hnve foll: 

2'. eql1itY ju1~istl1ctibri' of aff mattets embraDe·cr in: this; ~mt;: 

3 ai1:y jrtstice· t1ier:eof i1t t'ernt tiw.e or in vacation,: nmy, 

4: upon compfaint sig·11ed by any one· or more of'the· sig;n--

5, ers; OP tlie· odgirtaf a1n1Hcafion to the board of' he-allb, 

6 ot' other persbrf interested·, after notice antf hearing. 

1 thereon, modify or confirn.1 fh(rrccom-men<latibns: of s1Lid 

8 c-ommit:tee of the bour-d of heurth and: make sLtcfr addl-

9 frons' fherefo as' the· cfrcumsfarices of the c8se may rt::r--

10 qui1ie~, and n1ay· cali's:e· s1.rcfr te-comnrnmfations aB are­

lif fhntffy addpfod: by said7 Justfoe to/ be carrted into· effect 

lZ ana: pedormed'. by- the· parfy or partfos ag-I1fost whom 

13- cori1pfainif i~ made~ and1 fr1 sL1ch manner· as: said ju:stfoe: 

14J shl::df deotde tcf be Just and reasonabfo ; /sai(l jirstice 

}5, shnJf have powe1r fo1 m::ctfr:e· all orders and deDrees,, arid: 

]6'., isstle: an w,rits: of injit1.1btibrr necess-EHi_Y to, Cflirl'.f" foto 

]77 eftBct tl1e' p11ovi~iotis of this~ act.. ]rr nie nen11i1ig: of 

IiS· strc:h1 ctm:pfafot the te11oru of safcl commi:ttiee sha1Ii be 

j]g· falter\: :is: I)lt'hna: ficfo· ev{dience of the facfs thereirr r:e--' 

Z01 ciiee:a: ... 1fppe:~:}\ may be faken: fo, the firm c·◊Litf from· the 

2'.ll finu11 decrees of swch1 J1.;1stice. 

S1i::C1\. 5:,.. Tlie:· boarcl1 s1h11l meet a\fl the' sfatfe house~ 

2: once irr siix- :rmmtlrs:, amt as: rrm'Clt often~t arf they sfra>11 

:r cfoe-n:r ex1IBtliient No m:embeir e1tcept the secrefa:ry 

4- shatll recreltve: any/ C'Oill~ensati~rY ; bu:t tne ac1fontl pet-
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5 sonal expenses of any member while engaged in the 

6 duties of the board shall be allowed and paid. 

SECT. 6. The board shall elect a president and a 

2 secretary from their own number, and the latter shall 

3 be their exeeuti ve officer. The secretary shall per-

4 form and superintend the work prescribed by this law, 

5 and such other duties as the board may require. He 

6 shall receive from the treasury, in quarterly payments, 

7 'an annual salary of two thousand dollars, and his 

8 necessary travelling expenses incurred in the perform-

9 ance of his official duties, after they have been audited 

10 by the board, and approved by the governor and coun-

11 cil, and all necessary expenses arising in his office 

12 shall be paid out of the treasury, in the same manner 

13 as those of the different departments of the govern-

14 ment. 

SECT. 7. This act shall effect when approved. 
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IN HOUSE OF REPRESEN.T.A.TIVES, } 
February 15, 1878. 

Reported by the minority of the Committee on Legal .Affairs, 

by Mr. WEBB of Windham, and pending acceptance of report 
bill ordered printed. 

ORAM.AND.AL SMITH, Clerk. 




