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FIFTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE. 
HOUSE. No. 38. 

STA'I'E OF MAINE. 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND 

SEVENTY-FOUR. 

AN ACT to supply the people of the towns of Brunswick 

and Topsham, and of the city of Bath, with pure . 
water. 

B,e it _enacted bJJ,the Senate and House of Repr~s_entatives 

in Legislatfl,r~ ;q,s~m,bl~d, as followa .: 
SEClION l. ,Charles J. Gilm~Il, Benjamin Green, 

2 L,eQn.ard D. _Sh~pley, Qh~rles JJ. :Hu.IP;pl\reys, ldwin 

3 B~e4, and Samuel D. Bailey, wi~h .their _associa_tes an'd 

4 ,sucQessors, are llereby made a. c.qrporijti9n by ~he J1aµie 

.6 9f _th~ i_ejep~cot W~t~r Oom_pany, for the 
1
puwose ,of 

6 ;CQnveyi~g to the towns of }Jrunsw_iQk and To,psq?rIQ, 

i -.nd ,the Qity of ,Ba.th, ,~ _sµpp!)' Qf ip~re \\;~t~r fqr do-

8 ~tic.ll.lld niµµic_ip1ilpµ-rp~ij, \pc.lµging ;~lie extin-

,9 ,g\l~hm~nt of fi,re&, tl\e .sµpply .of sµ~pping ap.~ .~he use 

10 of manufacturing. estA-blishJAeA~-
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SECT. 2. Said corporation may hold real and per-

2 sonal estate necessary and convenient for the purposes 

3 aforesaid, not exceeding in amount five hundred thous-

4 and dollars. 

SECT. 3. Said corporation is hereby authorized, for 

2 the purposes aforesaid, to take and hold the water of 

3 the Androscoggin river, and may take and hold, by 

4 purchase or otherwise, any land or real estate neces-

5 sary for erecting and maintaining dams and reservoirs,· 

6 and for laying and maintaining aqueducts for conduct-

7 ing, discharging, distributing and disposing of water, 

8 and for forming reservoirs thereof. 

SECT. 4. Said corporation shall be liable to pay all 

2 damages that shall be sustained by any persons in their 

3 property by the taking of any land or mill privilege, 

4 or by flowage, or excavating through any land for the 

5 purpose of laying down pipes, building dams, or con-

6 structing reservoirs ; and if any person sustaining 

7 damage, as aforesaid, and said corporation shall not 

8 mutually agree upon the sum to be paid therefor, such 

9 person may caus·e his damages to be ascertained in the 

10 same manner and under the same conditions, restric-

11 tions and limitations as are by law prescribed in the 

12 case of damages by the laying out of highways. 

SECT. 5. The capital stock of said company shall 

2 not exceed five hundred thousand dollars. 
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SECT. 6. Nothing oontained in this act shall be con-

2 strued to effect or diminish 'the liability of said cor-

3 poration for any injury to private property, by depre-

4 ciating the value thereof, or otherwise, but said cor-

5 poration shall be liable therefor in an action on the 

6 case. 

SECT. 7. The said company are hereby authorized 

2 to take up, replace and repair, all such pipes, aque~ 

3 ducts, and fixtures, as may be necessary for the objects 

4 of their incorporation, first having obtained the con-

5 sent of the selectmen of the said towns, and the con-

6 sent of the city council of said city, therefor, and 

7 under such restrictions and· regulations as said select-

8 men and said city council may see fit to prescribe; 

9 and any obstruction in any street of said towns and 

· 10 city, or taking up, or displacement of any portion of 

11 any street, without such consent of the selectmen and 

12 city council, or contrary to the rules and regulations 

13 that may be prescribed as aforesaid, shall be consid-

14 ered a nuisance, and said company shall be liable to 

15 indictment therefor, and to all the provisions of law 

16 applicable thereto ; and said company shall, in all 

17 cases, be liable to repay to said towns and city, all 

18 sums of money that said towns and city may be 

19 obliged to pay on any judgment recovered against 

20 said towns or city for damages occasioned by any ob-
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21 structions, or taking up, or displacement of any 

22 streets by said company, whatever, or without the 

23 consent of the selectmen of said towns or the city 

24 council of said city, together with the council fees 

25 and other expenses incurred by said towns or city in 

26 def ending any suit to recover damages, as aforesaid, 

27 with interest on the same, to be recovered in an action 

28 for money paid for the use of. the company. 

SECT. 8. Whenever the company shall lay down any 

2 pipes or aqueducts in any street, or make any altera-

3 tion or repairs upon their works in any street, they 

4 shall cause the same to be done with as little obstruc-

5 tion to the public travel as may be practieable, and 

6 shall, at their own exp,ense, without unnecessary delay, 

7 cause the earth and pavement removed by them, to be 

8 replac~d in proper condition. They shall not be · 

9 allowed, in any case, to obstruct or impair the use of 

10 any publie drain, or common sewer, or reservoir; but 

11 said company shall h:ave the right to cross, or when 

12 necessary, to change th.e direction of any private drain, 

13 in such manner as not to obstruct or impair the use 

14 thereof, being liable for any injury occasioned by any 

15 such crossing or alteration, to the owner thereof, or 

16 any person, in an action on the case. 

SECT. 9. If said company, or any of their servants 

2 or officers, employed hi effecting the objects of the 

' 
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3 company, shall wilfully or negligently plaee or leave 

4 any obstructions in any of the streets of said towns 

5 or city, beyond what is actually necessary in construot-

6 ing their works, laying down, taking up, and repairing 

7 their pipes and fixtures, or shall wilfully or negligently 

8 omit to repair and put in proper condition, any street 

9 in which the earth br pavement may have been re-

l O moved by them, the company shall be subject to 

11 indictment therefor, in the same mn.nner that towns 

12 are subject to indictment for bad roads, and shall be 

13 ·holden to pay such fine as may be imposed therefor, 

14 which fine shall be collected, applied, and expended, 

15 in the same manner as is provided in'_ case of the in-

16 dictment aforesaid against towns, or may be ordered 

17 to be paid into the treasury of the said town or city. 

18 If any person shall suffer injury in his person or prop-

19 erty, by reason of any such negligence, wilfulness, or 

20 omission, he shall be entitled to recover damages of 

21 the company therefor, by an action on the case in any 

22 court of competent jurisdiction. 

SECT. 10. Any person who shall maliciously injure 

2 any of the property of said company, or shall corrupt 

3 the waters of said river or any of its tributaries, or 

4 render them in any manner impure, or who shall 

5 throw the carcasses of dead animals or other offensive 

6 matter or materials into the waters of said river or its 
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7 tributaries, or leave the same upon the same when 

8 frozen, or who shall:, in any manner, wilfully destroy 

9 or injure any dam, reservoir, aqueduct, pipe, hydrant, 

10 or other property held, owne.d or used by said corpor-

11 ation for the purposei) of this act, shall pay three times 

12 the amount of damages to said company, to be recov-

13 ered in any proper action; and every such person, on 

14 conviction of either of said acts, shall be punished 

15 by a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars, and by 

16 imprisonment not exceeding one year. 

SECT. 11. If, in the erection and construction of the 

2 works herein providedl for, it shall become necessary to 

3 erect any dam or permanent works over the waters, 

4 the said company is hereby authorized to erect, construct 

5 and maintain the same, first having the authority, in 

6 writing, from the proper party or parties therefor. 

SECT. 12. The selectmen of the said towns and the 

2 mayor and aldermen of said city, for the time being, 

3 shall at all times have the power to regulate, restrict, 

4 and control the acts and doings of said corporation, 

5 which may, in any manner, affect the health, ·safety, 

6 or convenience of the · inhabitants of said towns and 

7 city. 

SECT. 13. The said cerporation may issue its bonds 

2 for the construction of its works, upon such rates and 

3 time as it may deem ~:Kpedient, not exceeding, in all, 
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4 the sum of five hundred thousand dollars, and secure 

5 the same by mortgage of the franchises and property 

6 of said c~mpany. 

SECT. 14. The city council of the said city of Bath 

2 may, by vote, exempt any property of said corpora-

3 tion, not now in existence, from taxation, for the term 

4 of ten years. 

SECT._ 15. The first meeting of said corporation _may 

2 be called by a notice, signed by any two of the cor-

3 porators, published three weeks successively, before 

4 the day fixed for such meeting, in the Brunswick 

5 Telegraph. 

SECT. 16. This act sliall be taken and deemed to be 

2 a public act, and shall be in force from and after its 

3 approval by the governor. 
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IN HotrsE oF REPRE!:!EN'l'~TIV~s,} 
February 10, 18~4. 

Presented byMr. C.A.RVIIJL, and on ·his motionordered printed, 
and referred to the Committee on Interior Waters. 

S. 'J, CHADBOURNE, Clerk 




