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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 9-A MRSA §5-116-A, sub-§5 is enacted to read:

5. Offer to consumer to purchase medical debt. A health care provider may not
assign, sell or otherwise transfer a debt for health care services to a debt collector for less
than the total amount of the debt unless the health care provider has offered the consumer
responsible for the debt the opportunity to acquire the debt at the same reduced amount as
the debt collector before the debt collector acquires the debt from the health care provider.

Sec. 2. 32 MRSA §11013, sub-§12 is enacted to read:

12. Collection action prohibited on debt from medical expenses if consumer not
offered purchase of debt. A debt collector may not collect or attempt to collect a debt for
medical expenses against a consumer unless the debt collector has acquired the debt from
a health care provider that has complied with the requirements of Title 9-A, section
5-116-A, subsection 5.

SUMMARY

This bill provides that a health care provider may not assign, sell or otherwise transfer
medical debt to a debt collector for less than the total amount of the debt unless the health
care provider has offered the consumer responsible for the debt the opportunity to acquire
the debt at the same reduced amount as the debt collector before the debt collector acquires
the debt from the health care provider.
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