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LD 1888

Date (o 20,23 , (Filing No S-358)
[ MINORITY =

ENERGY, UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
131ST LEGISLATURE
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ¢ /}’ ”to SP 763, LD 1888, “An Act to Reduce
Electricity Costs for Maine's Consumers and Businesses by Amending the Laws Governing

Renewable Resources”

Amend the bill by striking out all of the emergency preamble

Amend the bill 1n section 2 m subsection 9 1n paragraph A in the 3rd line (page 1, line
26 m L D ) by striking out the following "and not gieater than $5 for the requuement under

subsection 3"

Amend the bill in section 2 m subsection 9 in paragraph B 1n the last 4 lines (page 1,
limes 39 to 42 m L D) by striking out the followmng "in the Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Resource Fund established under section 10121, subsection 2 to be used to fund
research, development and demonstration projects relating to renewable energy
technologies and to fund rebates for cost-effective renewable energy technologies" and
mserting the following ‘'sr—the—Energy—Effieiency—and—Renewable—Resource—Eund
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to prov1de fan01al assistance for low-
mncome households 1n accordance with section 3214, subsection 2
Amend the bill by striking out all of section 3 and inserting the following
'Sec. 3. 35-A MRSA §3214, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1997, ¢ 316, §3, 1s amended
to read

2. Low-income assistance. In order to continue existing levels of financial assistance
for low-mcome households and to meet future mcreases in need caused by economic
exigencies, the commuission shall

A Receive funds collected by all transmission and distribution utilities 1n the State at

a rate set by the commuission 1n periodic rate cases, anée

A-1 Recerve funds collected by the commuission for alternative compliance payments
m accordance with section 3210, subsection 9. paragraph B, and
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “4 ”to SP 763,L D 1888

B Set mitial funding for programs based on an assessment of aggregate customer need
n periodic rate cases The funding formula may not result i assistance being counted
as income or as a resource 1n other means-tested assistance programs for low-income
households To the extent possible, assistance must be provided 1n a manner most
likely to prevent the loss of other federal assistance

The commission may adopt rules to implement this subsection Rules adopted under this
subsection are routine technical rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A '

Amend the bill by striking out all of the emergency clause

Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section
number to read consecutively

SUMMARY

This amendment removes the emergency preamble and emergency clause It amends
the bill to require the Public Utilities Commission to establish a Class II resource
requirement alternative compliance payment rate and requires the commission to consider
historical prices and investments that may affect the availability or price of Class II
resources 1n establishing all alternative compliance rates Alternative compliance payments
for Class II resource requirements must be used to provide financial assistance to low-
mcome households nstead of being deposited into the Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Resource Fund and amends the section of law directing the commussion to provide low-
income assistance to include the receipt of alternative compliance payments The
amendment also removes language from the bill that makes changes to the Class IA
resource and thermal renewable energy credit portfolio requirement report

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
(See attached)
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Approved 06/15/23 222

131st MAINE LEGISLATURE
LD 1888 LR 1470(02)

An Act to Reduce Electricity Costs for Maine's Consumers and Businesses by Amending the Laws
Governing Renewable Resources

Fiscal Note for Bill as Amended by Committee Amendment 'ﬂ ( S~ ; 52/)
Committee: Energy, Utilities and Technology
Fiscal Note Required: Yes

Fiscal Note

Minor cost increase - Other Special Revenue Funds
Minor revenue mncrease - Other Special Revenue Funds

T \;cal Detail and Notes
/" Any additional costs to the Public Utilities Commussion (PUC) to implement the provisions of this bill regarding Class

II resources are expected to be minor and can be absorbed within existing budgeted resources Currently, the PUC
coordinates with the Maine State Housing Authority (MSHA) to administer existing PUC low-income assistance
programs The PUC anticipates that the new revenues from alternative compliance payments related to Class II
resources will be transferred to the MSHA and expended within existing low-1ncome assistance programs
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