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LD 1324 

Date 5111.} Z-3 

I 
(FilmgNo S-C\S) 

MINORITY 

HEALTH COVERAGE, INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Reproduced and d1stnbuted under the drrect10n of the Secretary of the Senate 

STATE OF MAINE 

SENATE 

131ST LEGISLATURE 

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT" A "to SP 541, L D 1324, "An Actto Allow Credit 
and Debit Card Surcharges" 

Amend the bill by stnkmg out everythmg after the enactmg clause and mserting the 
followmg 

'Sec. 1. 9-A MRSA §8-509, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 2011, c 427, Pt A, §15, 1s 
amended to read 

1. Surcharge proh1bded. A seller ma sales transact10n may Hat 1mpose a surcharge 
m an amount not to exceed 2% of the total cost of a sales transaction on a cardholder who 
elects to use a credit card or debit card m heu of payment by cash, check or s1m1lar means 
as long as the surcharge 1s clearly disclosed pnor to payment For purposes ofth1s section, 
"surcharge" means any means of mcreasmg the regular pnce to a cardholder that 1s not 
1mposed on a customer paymg by cash, check or s1mdar means A discount or reduction 
from the regular pnce 1s not a surcharge A seller may not Impose a surcharge on a payment 
made usmg an electromc benefits transfer card issued by the statewide Supplemental 
Nutr1t1on Assistance Program ' 

Amend the bill by relettermg or renumbermg any nonconsecutive Part letter or section 
number to read consecutively 

SUMMARY 

This amendment 1s the mmonty report of the committee and replaces the bill Current 
law proh1b1ts a seller m a sales transaction, except for governmental entities with certam 
l1m1tat10ns, from 1mposmg a surcharge on a cardholder who pays usmg a credit card or 
debit card The amendment authonzes a seller to 1mpose a surcharge not to exceed 2% of 
the total cost of the sales transaction on a cardholder who pays usmg a credit card or debit 
card as long as the surcharge 1s clearly disclosed pnor to payment The amendment does 
not permit a surcharge on sales transactions on a payment made usmg an electromc benefits 
transfer card issued by the statewide Supplemental Nutr1t1on Assistance Program 
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