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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 



Approved 04/25/23 feae 

131st MAINE LEGISLATURE 
LD 1256 LR 1985(02) 

An Act to Increase Access to Oral Health Care by Expanding the Maine Dental Education Loan 
Program 

Fiscal Note for Bill as Amended by Committee Amendment '..:d' (J-1- /) LJ) 
Committee: Innovation, Development, Economic Advancement and Business 

Fiscal Note Required: Yes 

Fiscal Note 

Increases number of ehg1ble loan rec1p1ents - Mame Dental Educat10n Loan Program 

Fiscal Detail and Notes 
Under current law, the Mame Dental Education Loan Program, administered by the Finance Authority of Mame 
(FAME), provides up to 3 loans or loan repayment agreements annually for doctors of dental medicme A rec1p11 
may receive a loan ofup to $20,000 per year for a total of $80,000 or $25,000 per year for a total of $100,000, 
depending on tf the first loan was received before or after January 1, 2020 The law also provides that additional 
loans or loan repayment agreements may be awarded 1f fundmg 1s available The program receives Fund for a Healthy 
Mame allocat10ns of $237,740 per year Pubhc Law 2023, chapter 17 authorizes funding for the program through the 
2024-2025 btenmum Accordmg to FAME, the current funding level supports loans for 4 new dentists per year along 
with the renewal loans for existing program participants 

This bill expands the ehg1bihty of the Mame Dental Education Loan Progiam to mclude dental hyg1emsts, dental 
therapists, expanded function dental assistants and dental assistants and authorizes up to an add1t10nal 6 loans or loan 
repayment agreements annually for this group of dental profess10nals Assuming no add1t1onal funding beyond the 
current allocat10n of $237,740 per year, loans granted to dental hyg1emsts, therapists and assistants will reduce the 
amount of fundmg available to support loans to new dentists 
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