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HEALTH COVERAGE, INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
131ST LEGISLATURE
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ¢ ,C),, to SP 478, LD 1151, “An Act to Decrease
Barriers for Preventive Health Services by Allowing Pharmacy Technicians to Administer

Vaccines”

Amend the bill by striking out the title and substrtuting the following
'An Act Concerning the Authority for Pharmacists to Administer Vaccines'
Amend the bill by mserting after the title and before the enacting clause the following

'Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies, and

Whereas, federal guidance 1ssued under the federal Public Readiness and Emergency
Preparedness Act authorized licensed pharmacists to administer certamn vaccines under
certamn circumstances 1n response to the COVID-19 pandemic for the duration of the federal
public health emergency declaration, and

Whereas, the federal public health emergency declaration expired on May 11, 2023,
and

‘Whereas, codifying m state law the authority of pharmacists to admmister vaccines
1s necessary to ensure there 1s no gap m the provision of vaccimnation services by
pharmacists, and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within
the meaning of the Constitution of Mame and require the followmng legislation as
mmediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety, now,

therefore,'

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and mnserting the
following

'Sec. 1. 32 MRSA §13831, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2015, ¢ 211, §1, 1s further
amended to read
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1. Admmistration of influenza vaccines. A pharmacist licensed n this State who
meets the qualifications and requirements of section 13832 and rules adopted by the board
may admmuster topically or by mjection or by mhalation all forms of mnfluenza vaccines,
mcluding ntranasal mnfluenza vaccines, to a person 7 3 years of age or older without a
prescription

Sec. 2. 32 MRSA §13831, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2013, ¢ 6, §1, 1s further
amended to read

2. Administration of other vaccines. A pharmacist licensed in this State who meets
the qualifications and requirements of section 13832 and rules adopted by the board, n
addition to influenza vaccines under subsection 1, may administer vaccines licensed by the
United States Food and Drug Administration that are recommended by the United States
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Advisory Committee on Immumization
Practices, or successor orgamzatlon for admmlstratlon te—adu-}ts toa person 18 years of age
orolder DEHRAEY-Care

praeﬁﬂeﬂer—-m—ﬂﬂs—St&te A pharmacist may administer vaccines licensed by the United
States Food and Drug Administration that are recommended by the United States Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, or
successor organization, for administration to a person 3 vears of age or older and under 18

years of age according to a valid prescription from a prescriber licensed under chapters 31,
36 or 48 A pharmacist may administer vaccines licensed by the United States Food and
Drug Administration that are outside the guidelines recommended by the United States
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices, or successor organization, for admmlstra’aon toa person 18 years of age or older
accordmg to avahd prescr1pt10n when-the-personh C-PERAEY-C . ;

Sec. 3. 32 MRSA §13831 sub- §6 1s enacted to read

6. Notification of vaccines admimistration. A pharmacist licensed n this State who
meets the qualifications and requirements of section 13832 and rules adopted by the board

shall provide a written immunization record to the person. or the person's representative

recerving a vaccime admmistered under this section Within 72 hours of administermg a

vaccme, a_pharmacist shall notify the person's primary care provider, if any., of

administration of the vaccine Beginnming August 1. 2023. a pharmacist shall report the

administration of the vaccime to the appropriate state immunization mformation reporting
stem withm 72 hours of administering the vaccine
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “ /] ”to SP 478, LD 1151 ( 5’~/2(o>

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited m the preamble, this legislation
takes effect when approved '

Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section
number to read consecutively

SUMMARY
This amendment replaces the bill The amendment does the following
1 It changes the age of a person to whom a pharmacist may administer influenza vaccines

without a prescription from a person 7 years of age or older to a person 3 years of age or
older,

2 It authorizes a pharmacist to admmister vaccines recommended by the United States
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices to a person 18 years of age or older without a prescription and to a person 3 years
of age or older and under 18 years of age with a prescription Under current law, a
pharmacist may administer other vaccines to a person 18 years of age or older with a
prescription that states the vaccine 1s medically necessary, and

3 It requires a pharmacist to provide a written immunization record to the person
mmunized and to notify the person's primary care provider within 72 hours Begnning
August 1, 2023, the amendment also requires a pharmacist to notify the state immunization
reporting system withmn 72 hours of admnistering a vaccine

The amendment removes the provision i the bill that authorizes certam pharmacy
technicians to administer vaccines under the supervision of a pharmacist

The amendment also adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
(See attached)
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An Act to Decrease Barriers for Preventive Health Services by Allowing Pharmacy Technicians to
Administer Vaccines

Fiscal Note for Bill as Amended by Committee Amendment ';QL' (,5—4/&(_0)
Commuttee: Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services
Fiscal Note Required: Yes

Fiscal Note

Minor cost increase - Other Special Revenue Funds
Fiscal Detail and Notes

Additional costs to the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Maine Board of Pharmacy to implement
the provisions of this legislation can be absorbed within existing budgeted resources
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