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1 Sec. 1.  Department of Health and Human Services to amend rules 
2 governing education requirements for behavioral health professionals 
3 providing services for children.  Resolved:  That, no later than October 1, 2023, the 
4 Department of Health and Human Services shall amend its rule Chapter 101: MaineCare 
5 Benefits Manual, Chapter II, Section 28 and Section 65 to change the educational 
6 requirements for all behavioral health professionals providing services for children, 
7 regardless of the setting in which the service is provided, and for such behavioral health 
8 professionals to receive training to provide specialized services to allow the following 
9 educational requirements:

10 1. A minimum of 60 higher education credit hours in a related field of social services, 
11 human services, health or education;
12 2. A minimum of 90 higher education credit hours in an unrelated field; or
13 3. A high school diploma or equivalent with training and oversight as determined by 
14 the department in addition to the training provided for certification as a behavioral health 
15 professional.
16 In adopting rules under this section, the Department of Health and Human Services 
17 shall ensure that the training and oversight requirements for persons with a high school 
18 diploma or equivalent are consistent in both Section 28 and Section 65 of the department's 
19 rule Chapter 101: MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter II.
20 The changes to educational requirements required by this resolve do not affect the 
21 requirements for behavioral health professional training and the prescribed time frames.

22 Sec. 2.  Training within existing resources.  Resolved:  That the Department of 
23 Health and Human Services shall amend or establish contracts to train any number of 
24 additional individuals to become behavioral health professionals providing services for 
25 children pursuant to section 1, regardless of the setting in which the service is provided, 
26 within existing resources.  The department may make any changes necessary, including 
27 choosing to charge individuals or their employers fees for training, in order to offer training 
28 within existing resources.

29 Sec. 3.  Department of Health and Human Services to amend its guidelines 
30 on community-based mental health rehabilitation technician certification.  
31 Resolved:  That, no later than October 1, 2023, the Department of Health and Human 
32 Services shall amend its guidelines for the mental health rehabilitation 
33 technician/community certification, also known as an MHRT/C certification, in order to 
34 allow an individual who has completed a 4-year postsecondary educational degree program 
35 in a mental health-related field or obtained a graduate degree in a mental health-related 
36 field to receive the MHRT/C certification regardless of whether the individual has met the 
37 requirements regarding the competency-based program contracted by the department, as 
38 long as the individual has met the 3 so-called priority domains identified in the certification 
39 program.

40 SUMMARY
41 This resolve changes the educational requirements for behavioral health professionals 
42 providing services for children, regardless of the setting in which the service is provided, 
41
42
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43 to a minimum of 60 credit hours in a related field, 90 credit hours in an unrelated field or a 
44 high school diploma or equivalent with training and oversight as determined by the 
45 Department of Health and Human Services in addition to the training provided for 
46 certification as a behavioral health professional.  It requires the department to amend or 
47 establish contracts for training behavioral health professionals to train any number of 
48 additional individuals within existing resources and authorizes the department to opt to 
49 charge individuals or their employers fees for training.
8 The resolve also requires the department to amend its guidelines regarding certification 
9 for mental health rehabilitation technician/community technicians so that an individual 

10 who has completed a 4-year postsecondary educational degree program in a mental health-
11 related field or a graduate degree in a mental health-related field does not have to meet all 
12 8 competency domains in the training contracted from the department as long as the 
13 individual has met the 3 priority domains.
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